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A P.acriî. Ts sn oN TmE DUoNo83s, PArTo-
Loo, ÉNn TREsATENT OF DIiEASES OF THE
HEART. By ÂlURTIN F.INT, M.D., Professor
of Medicine and Clinical Medicine, Bellevu&
Hospital, New York. H. C. Lea, Philadelphia,
1870.

When we consider howr important it is to be
familiar with diseases of the heart, so that the finc-
tional disturbances may be distinguished readily
from what are rigntly termed organic affections of
that organ, and howv very frequently, in every-day
practice, boart diseazes occur, it is pleasing to be
able to announce a new edition of a previous work

.y a very able writer, Prof. Austin Flint, of New
York, devoted specially to that subject. Beginning
with the various forms of enlargement of the heart
and the affections of its valls, ho goes on ta the
subject of valvular diseases, andidescribes congeni-
tal nulformations. A chapter is devoted to such
affections as are incidental to diseases of the hearti;
as for instance, coagulation of fibrine within the
cavities of the heart, angina pectoris, and several
other morbid states, more or less frequently asso-
ciated with cardiac disease. Inflannatory diseases
of the heart, as pericarditis and endocarditis, with
nyocarditis, receive their full share of attention.

the various points connected with the diagnosis of
these diseases being specially diwelt upon, and the
treatmont reconunended being of a very practical
and conmon-sense iand. Functional diseases are
carefully and fully described, and the many
points of simi'arity between fusnctional and organic
disease, which so often lead the ignorant aud care-
les into sad blunders, are pointed ont, and clear
instructions given, so that orrors in diagnosis and
prognosis, so discreditable and often so injurions to
those who mnake thein, may be avoided. The
volume before us closes with a chapter on aortic
diseses, and gives mnch information as to thoracic
anourisms. Of course the bulk of this is to be
found in other works on the subject; but Pro-
fessor Flint has a practical way of treating every
subject, which makes his writings of great value ;
and to any oue Who wishes to possess a fll and ac-
curate knowledge of the morbid af'ections of the
heart, this work wul bo found of the greatest
service.

MiJiUaeznton5, &c.
The American Medic.d Association.

"We give the report of the proceediugs of the
National Medical Association, held in May last, at
the National Capitol, as given in the New York
Medical Gozete:

"Twenty-öne years ago this Asociation was
organized with the boit wishes and highest hopes of
the .medical profession. What has it done in all
lthat time ? Year by year it has dwimndled, until

thelhopes of its founders have ended in shame &a
hunilhiation. No subject of higher consideratio
than the fee that should be charged for examinatia
for life insurance companies, or the color of th
Ssin requisite ta membership ta medical societic
was definitely settled.

"The proceedin upon the whole would &
credit ta some e's Union Convention, and it
ubjects scei to have been no higher. If the prs
fession at large has been deteriorating as fast%
this national association durimg the saine tune, imj
Goa bave Mercy on us.!

"The Association did agree upon une othiq
thing, which fills s with apprehension. It resolu
upont the solicita-on of sone physician, Who
at Washigton on some lobby business conn
with a hospital contract, who, it semis, hada[
dentials sert ta hin by the so-called San Francis
Medical Society, to invite them--to meet next y=a
in this city.

h nW shall b glad tu sec thean, we vill aish
thin the Scal Rock, Woodward's Gardons, ocw
magnificent and unique City and County Hospig,
and du the best we can ta inake their stay a
plcasant as possible. The San Francisco Medin
Society wl frish a steamer to take thei abou
our beautiful harbor. The President of the Sa
lPrancisco Medical Society will be deli"hted to tala
themi to Yo-Semnite Valley ; his overAowing win
cellars will maike their heauta glad ; but we hops
the 'nigger question ' will not be raised here? fer
we are not ali white. Some Caucasian physicie,
too, do attend African patients, and the quesion
aight be raised-but we will not borrow trouble,
sufficient for the day is the cvil thereof.' "-(U

Med. Gazette.-Med. arnd Surq. Jour

Probable Duration or Pregnancy.
In the course of an action for damages for the

seduction of a young wvomnan, tho question of the
possibly protracted duration of gestation was raised.
The alleged father hlad had no access to the mnother
of the child later than 301 days before its birth,
and he naturally disputed his liability. Dr. Ta.
ner deposed that the ordinary period was 270 t 280
days; but might be exceeded by 2, 3, or even 4
weeks. He thought there was no inconsistency is
the porsent case (fromn April 15 to Feb. 9-that is,
301 days). He had net known any case hinself ià
which the ordinary period had been exceeded by a
week, but he had no doubt there were such casem
He had heard of such. Mr. James F. Clark de-
posed that there were on record cases extendi
over 310 days. Sir James Simupson had record
a case of 310 days. Dr. Barnes deposed that thO
ordinary period was 271 daya. Ho had known
cases 280 and 285 days. He thouglit it very im
probable, but did net like to say it was Lupossible
for gestation ta extend over 301 days. It was so
improbable that lie did not believe it. Dr. fryle'
Smith said that the longest period of excess he haW
known was a fortnight. Dr. Reid--a nst a4n-
rate observer-has recorded forty-threc cases o
protraction, the longest of which was 3>0 daylu.
Dr. Smith considered that case as reliable assni
doubtful case could be. The verdict was foi the
plaintifl; damages, £200.-Britsh MedicalJouna
-N. O. Jour. of Med.


