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tion. buring protracted labor certain secretions are poured into
the uterus and vagina which offer excellent culture mnedia for the
developrnent of bacteria normally present in the parturient canal,
or introduced by examin-ations. After the membranes are pro-
jected througli the os externum, or the liead lias moulded into
t.he os, tliey are exposed to the contamina-tion of the vagina; in
removing the secundines and the chuld througli the uterine in-
cision they may soul the peritoneum or -,von.nd. The prolongred
labor frequenfly is the determining factor in the death of the
chuld, or so jeopardizes its life that its prospcts are curtailed.
Ifolmes deprecates the Cesarean section performed -with inade-
quate assistance, fllthy surroundîngs and makeshift facilities.
An emergency operation should flot he doue unless there be very
pressing indications.

Cesarean Section.-J. B.. De Lee, Chicago (Arne?-ican Journal
of Obstetrics, New York, june) is of tlie opinion tia.t the resuits
obtaned in ten cases of Cesarean section encourage one to extend
the field of this operation. 0f lilese ten cases, nine mothers re-
covered and nine babies lived. One chuld died in sixteen ho'urs
under symptoms of acute sepsis, thougli the mother reco?.crt-,].
Th 'e one patient who died liad been in labor tliree days, had býeen
exa.mined under ether three times, and had a soiid tuinor of the
ovary blocking the pelvis completey. .The technic of thie opera-
tion varied 'but littie in each- case. The transverse fundal incision
wvas used only twice. The uterus wvas =ampntated three times,
once for obstruction to the lochiai flow, and tvice because of a
pevere vaginitis. One ovary was left in eachi of these cases to
preserve the ovarian function as long as possible. The uterus
wvas delivered through the incision iu ail the cases, but the abdo-
men wvas closed in th.ree layers and no liernia, Lia developed in
any of the cases.

Use and Abuse of Uterine Curette.-The article by R. P. Mc-
Reynolds, IPhiladelphia (American Jour. of Obste&ics., 1Nejw
York, June) is based on the stnidy of 170 cases of curettement.
T-e uses the sharp curette almost exclusively, but occasionally
finds use for a large, duli curette. Endometritis hyperplastica,
chronica or polyposa, subinvolution of the uterus, and puerperal
conditions of the endometriuin caused by the retention of sorne
of the products of conception, yield promptly, as a rule, throughi
a thorougli and careful curettement, uuless thiere is already pres-
ent disease, of flic aduexa or a gerieral septie infection.
McReynolds scarcely ever finds, it necessary to leave a packing
of gauze in t'he uterine cavity, and when lie does so he invariably
renioves it within twelve hours. In maliggnant gotsnot per-
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