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QUACKERY.

I had intended touching at length on the various quackeries
which are now so rampant among the most civilized nations
and amongst their inost cultivated classes, but time warns me
I must be brief. I refer to such things as Christian Science,
mental science, spiritualisi, vitapathy, osteopathy and such
like-but perhaps they have their uses in this rapid and
restless age-they probably are a vent for people who w'ould
otherwise have to be confined in asylums at a great expense to
the public. Could any individual write such a lot of stuff as
the following without there being a suspicion of insanity in
the case? "'If I believe in the power of disease, ny thought
atinosphere could not heal a patient. Disease has no power of
its own but only as much power as our ignorance concedes to
it. Disease is ignorance, intelligence is cure. Disease is but a
negation of the ubiquitous life principl•. This life principle
hlis taken entire possession of me and mny thoughts, I live in
it. I arn it" Such stuff as this, ad7 ig/tnitm, is read and
believed in by thiousands--believed in, but not understood.
Education vill not abolish belief in quacks and quackery. I
wrote an article on qzackery many years ago, which vas pub-
lished in the Po Scdur cience Monthlly, and I closed with the
following quotation, which seems .., propriate on the present
occasion :The final thougb distant extinction of quaekery is
to be hoped for. It forns a. fragment of that final triumph of
reason and virtue which is the secret consolation of every
plilanltlhropist."

It is partly due to the profession itself that quackery
flourishes. So many men who are unfit for the profession
enter it and look on it as a business to make money, honestly
perhaps, if possible. but tu make it even if the credulity of the
public is drawn on. -Many of the doctors who write to papers
like the Alkaloida. Clinic, the Medical Short-cut anothmi ers of
such a character, have a most nisty idea of their profession and
apparently are ignorant enough to deceive themuselves as well
as the public. i fancy they practice all the pathys,-one man
from Texas ask-s the editor if he as anvthing that is a "'dead
shot ' for eczema, another asks wv'hat is thei most up-to-date
scientific caper for goitre, and so on ; one specinien of sputuni
from aui old hudv, which wvas sent to the editor for examination,
contai ned tubercle bacilli, di.lococci. pneumo-bacilli, sapro-
phytes and pu cels. Another patient, fron the vriter's
description of her case, is diagnosed as having an extra vulner-
ability and an extra colony of microbes in her mouth. Such
is the literature niany feed upon, always looking for tips and
sure cures, iever accurately diagnosing the disease and always
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