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QUACKERY.

I had intended touching at length on the various guackeries
which are now so mmpant among the most civilized nations
and amongst their most cultiv ated classes, but time warns me
I must. be brief. I refer to such things as Christian Science,
mental science, spiritualism, vitapathy, osteopathy and such
like—but perhaps they have their uses in this rapid and
restless age—they probably are a vent for people who would
otherwise have to be confined in asylums at a great expense to
the public. Could any individual write such a lot of stuff as
the following without there being a suspicion of insanity in
the case? “1f I believe in the power of disease, my thought
atmosphere could not heal a patient. Discase has no power - of
its own but only as much power as our ignorance concedes to
it. Disease is ignorance, intelligence is cure. Disease is but a
negation of the ubiquitous life prineiple . This life principle
hus taken entire possession of me and my thoughts, I live in
it. I am it” Such stuff as this, ad znmntum is read and
Lelicved in by thousands—Dbeliev ed in, bui not understood.
Edueation will not abolisk belief in quacl\s and quackery. I
wrote an article on quackery many years ago, which was pub-
lished in the Populur Science Montlly, and 1 closed with the
following quotation, which seems .., propriate on the present
oceasion : “The final though distant extinetion of quackery is
to be hoped for. It forms a Ir agment of that final trinmph of
reason and virtue which is the secret consolation of every
philanthropist.”

It is pmt]v due to the profession itself that quackery
flourishes. So many wmen who are unfit for the profession
enter it and look on it as a business to make money, honestly
perhaps, if possible, bui tv make it even if the credulity of the
public is drawn on.  Many of the doctors who write to papers
like the Allaloidal Clinic, the Medical Sho t-cul and others of
such a character, have a most misty idea of their profession and
apparently are ignorant enough to deccive themselves as well
as the public. i fancy they pmctxce all the pathys,—one wan
from Texas asks the editor if he has anyihing that is a * dead
shot ™ for eczema, another asks what is the most up-to-date
scientific caper for goitre, and so on : one specimen of sputum
from an old Iady, which was sent to the editor for examination,
contained tubercle bacilli, diplocecel. pneumo-bacilli, sapro-
phytes and pus celle.  Another patient, from the writer's

oscmptmn of her case, is diagnosed as having an extra vulner-
abxhtv and an extra colony of microbes in he“ wouth. Such
is the literature many feed upon, always looking for tips and
suve eures, never acewrately dingnosing the disease and alw ays



