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much to heal the wounds of the brain, 'and
break down the barriers between tue mind and
body. The venerable Dr. Chipley utters these
iwords of consolation and of hope:-

" There is, in fact, a power in man to prevent
or control insanity, and it fils chiefly when it
has been misdirected in the earlier periods of
life. This power is rarely efficient unless it has
been developed and strengthened by education;
and hence the poor and unschooled are the
greatest sufferers from the mos, terrible of all
,human afflictions. For example, the educated
and the uninstructed are alike the subjects of
illusions ; but the trained mind of one will re-
cognize their true character, and adopt suitable
measures to correct the morbid condition un

which they depend; while the other, unable to
reason, will accept then as real. The illusions
may be precisely the sane, yet the one subiject
is sane, and the other insane. The difference
is in the organ of self-control. Vagaries in-
trude themselves upon all minds, but the mian
of self-control represses then, and seeks fresh
impressions from without-the weak man yields
to them, and is lost."

Let our children be brought up in sound and
healthful habits of mind and body. Let us
rein in the passions that vould enslave us.
Let us not flee the wretched lunatic as one ac-
cursed of God, the object, of curiosity or of
horror ; but rather enfold Min in the arms of a
charity 'and a sweet compassion, whose great
Exemplar did not disdain to "heal the sick."-
(Grissom, in Virginia Mfedical Montly.)

TopE COUNTRY DocToR. - The " country
doctor" has comparatively few advantages;
for while bis practice embraces the whole
range of medical and surgical service, his
opportunities for outside aid and improve-
ment are meagre and limited. His resources
are bis self-reliant skill and facuilty, lhis
native good sense and good judguent, and
what there is in him of heroic worth and vir-
tue. With no ready chance for mitual con-
sent, he stands alone; and he must of necessity
be piicky, sharp of observation,' cautions, yet
with quick sense of apprehension., He must
be capable of, acting at 'once, of doing the right

ing . ithe right time, and of doing it as per-

fectly as possible. A human life hangs in the
balance, and with what of courage, insight,
and ability there is in him, Le must wrestle
alone with the danger. Circumstances and
exigencies like these ripen his native qualities,
and bring him occasions which test the temper
of bis mental fibre as vell as his firmness and
force of character.

Then, again, this work, with all its demands
and difficulties, cornes under the immediate
notice of every one. The country practitioner
goes at once to the front, to be seen and known
of al]. His qualities as a man, his capability
to perform successfilly the duties of lis calling,

1 will be sharply ctriticised by ail. The people
amongy whoil h1 dwells belong nostly to that

great middle elass which lolds together the

extremes of society ; intelligent people, capable
of forming correut jtdgments. Before such
judges stands the " country doctor," and there

is no chance for hiding behind subterfuges, or
for shirking responsibilities. No petty artifices
will excuse blunders or stupility ; sharp eyes,
follow him everywhere, constantly observing, ,

and discerning " what manner of mian lie i
Dr. Samuel Johnson, in his criticismn on Dr.z

Akenside, the poet, says, " A physician in a
great city seeims to be the mere plaything ofP
fortune ; his degree of reputation is for the
rmost part totally casual. They that employj

him know not his deficienîcics." In the coun .d

try the case is far different. There the analyssu
of character and ability is more couiplete ; for
there that distinction is less which comes

position and wealth; anid every one, rich or

poor, man or womain, counts at a full rate

the expression of opiuions.

But an attractive feature of country practice!

grows out of the free, yet respectful, inter

course, which constitutes one of the maîn
sources of pleasure and help of country life.
Known by every une, if intelligent and eds
cated, possessing a warm heart and generoui,
sympathies, " the country doctor " gains re

spect, esteen, and love. He, in turn, learns
know his people-everi better than they kno,
themselves. He knows them from birth

"knows what stock they are made of;" knoyg.'
their constitution, their habits of life, their'

cial and moral qualities, and their secrets, toO


