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Qu -Standard fieters.-Dr. Margaret A.
Cl.eaves of;New Yorkread a report of this Com-
mitee:::Thec report stated.that a good meter
shoulde possess.a clearlegible scale of long
range,:inç l.should be so coriîsti cted that i t
cold ' be:easily read- by the operator while at
Wol5; that-althpugh .ii itselfa shunt is not dis-
advantageous; if is mllesirable, because of the
possibily of.its heaioîg and thereby changing
itsresistance;- tiat the "instrument should indi-
care in all positions, and is preferable when con-
str.uctedto indicate with the current passing in
eith.er directio^n; thatit should be very portable;
and: lastly, hat ittshould not easily get out of
order..Ipstruments of- thegalvanometer type
wercoosideito be inaçcurate on account of
the magne ticinufliuerie.exerted by surrounding
objects

:hea followed i detailed description of the
nine mete rs w hich hadbeen* submitted. to the
Coy1mittee. foi examination, and the tests to
whichtheseinstrpîments had been subjected.
TheYpQ9t½cnlydedyvith. the statement that
in.the, opinio. of the ,gm>ittee the two meters
whil most nearly. fulfiljed the requirements
were theWestoniand.;ie Kennelly neters, and
the Associationwas urged to adopt at once a
standard meter.

he report called forth~ a long and earnest
discussion as :to the advisabi:ity of adopting
at.,p*esenta standard metèr. Some of the
members ereof the: opinion, that one of the
meters;e5peci reconinended by the Com-
mittees had not- been sufficiently long before
theprofession to enable many of those
present to pass;intelligently upon its advan-
tages or disadvantages, and they therefore
deprelcatedihastyaption. Others thought
itwaš; impqssibleto coinbine in any one meter
allIthe p9ints aainetersshould possess in order
to.repdçr:ita thorougbly reliable ins trument for
allkinds ofz clinicalwoiks; and they conse-
quently favored'the adoption of two types, of
standard meters Jt .yîa.also suggested that to
avid znnecessaryiscrimination the Associa-
tion: should adopta type of meter as a standard
r&ther tha any, orue papicular instrument. The
repprtof the ,Co ymittee was finally accepted,
and.the Chairman of the Comrnittee continued.

.tac 7ieç.-r. Morton reported
thatin;order. topursue their investigations
systematically, a number of questions had been
sentptin:a circular etter, but no responses
liadibeeg;receiye,. The Committee made.the
following recommendation : That electro-static
machines adapted to medical practice shouild
not :hàve lesitltàn four.. revolving plates, -and
that'theldiamese:rof tiese;plates should not be
less than twenty:six iches. The report of the
Comrmittee was,:ac.cepted âand the Committee
cotinued. con

iÚn C'o tawztCìilM 2Generaoors and Con-
tro/lers.-DV K H.er ldman, of Ann Arbor,

read a carefully prepared report on this subject,
in which lie considered in detail the vork ac-
complshed by the various batteries which had
been submitted to him for examination. - No
seýcondary batteries had been sibnmitted, and
mention of one or two batteries whiclh lad only,
been very recently sent in was omitted for lack
of time to make the necessary tests. Un motion,
the report was accepted, and the -Chairman of
the Committce continued.

On Elctrodes.-Dr. A. Lapthorn Sîiitli, of
Montreal, read a report of the committee. ihe
committee expressed the opinion that the best
ground-work of all electrodes is copper wire
gavze. and that the connection is best made by
copper wire soldered the vliole lengtlh. of the
gauze and termninating in a binding post--that
known as No. 6-32 (?)-which is largely used
by teleplione companies throughout the world.
Clay was considered the best covering. as it
was the only stibstance which could be rendered
moist enough to conduct properly without at
the saie time soiling the patient's clothing. It
should be half an inch thick ana of the consis-
tency of putty. Before each application* it can
be readily cleaned by washing its surface vith
soapî-suds., The back of the electrode is insul-
ated-with common table oilcloth.

The committee recommended three sizes of
dispersing electrodes, viz.: each having a uni-
formi length of one foot, and the width three,
six and nine inches respectively. It was desir-
able that these sizes should be given in the
metric system. For active electrodes to be
used with the positive pole, the comrnittee
ne turally sel cted p'atinum as the best, its one
objection being its fii st cost. Where the appli-
cations are to be made to the surface of the
body or to the interior of a cavity like the
uterus, carbon is equally good, and for such
purposes carbon beads can be threaded on
platinum wire. Zinc is also a useful material
for intra-uterine galvano-cauterization.-, It
should be connected with the reophore by
means of the standard binding post already
mentioned. It was recommended that the con-
ducting cords employed in electro-therapeutical
vork should be of the standard sizes and lengths

used by the Bell Telephone Company.
For negavve intra-uîterine application, a Simp-

son sound made a useftilelet.trode, and its size
should be stated according to the French scale.
Where the surface of the electrode is necessarily
very irregular, its area should be determined
by ascertaining how much water it will displace.
It will-be. wel[for manufacturers to stamp all
ele.ctrodes with two nunbers-one giving the
French scale, anl the other the displacement of
water on tlhe surface of the electrode.

The committee recommended that a stan-
dard insulating nîaterial be adopted, and that
the -standard screw should be No. 2-4o ofthe
Ainerican gauge.


