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< Qn " Standard Mgtcrx.«—l)r. Margaret A.
Cleaves of;New York.read a report of this Com-
miftees: The report- stated that a good meter
should;; spossess..a clear,. “gll)lt. scale of long
range,- qand- should. be. so constructed that it
could be:easily: read. by the operator while at
work; that,although i itselfa shunt is not dis-
advmtageous, itis L;l;gl¢51xalnle because of the
possibility of its: hgumg, and thereby changing
its.resistance; that -the “instrument should indi-
cateinall positions, and-is preferable when con-
structed sto indicate with the current passing in
either directio‘n that 1tshould be very portable;

ox_cle,r. _I\l;lSt‘l.lUn»el}'t'S‘Oﬁ j.j)g.e‘ -galvanometer type
weréeconsidered, 1o, beinaccurate .on account of
the magnetic mﬂuence emrted by surrounding
chjects, - _.

~IFhen followed 1 detalled descnptlon of the
“nine meters ; which. had-been” submitted to the
Lommute& fo anmmalmn, and the tests to
truments had been subjected.
he..repe concluded 'thh the statement that
in the opinion, of the Committee the two meters
whlqh most;, nearly. fulfilled the requirements
wexefnhe Weston and the Kennelly meters, and
the Association;was uraed to adopt at once a
standard meter,, .

,«The-report. cal]ed forth a long and earnest
dtscusswn as to. the advisability of adopting
at.present . aﬂstandar_d_meter Some of the
members were.of -the. opinion, that one of the
mete "jespecnlly recommended by the Com-
mittee: -had, vot- been - sufficiently long before
the; plofesswn to . enable many of those
present- 0 _pass: mtelhgentl upon its advan-
tages or
dcprecated .. hasty . action.. Others thought
t‘wa.s-l nposvlble to comblne in any one meter
all the: points a meter. shou]d pos:exs in order
to.: rendﬁ;r 1.a thorouvhly reliable instrument for
all kinds of clinical ;works; and they conse-
queptly favored the adoption of two types of
standard meters, .t was also suggested that to
avoxd Lnnecessary'_chscnmmatmn the Associa-
should adoptatype of meter as a standard
rather tha,uiany one pamcu]m instrument. The

sy'stematxcally a number of questions had been

sentout in.a circular Hetter, but no responses

- had;been; recelved The. Committee made. the
followmg recommendation : That electro static
machines adapted to medical practice should
notihaver]ess, thdn -four. revolving plates,-and
thatillie: diamefer. of these:plates should not be
less-than-twenly:six inches., The report of the
Committee; was- xaccepted and the Committee
couvtinied.s :

2On Ctmstam‘ Cz/rrcm‘ Gczm alors zma’ Con--

trollers —-aDr W, Herdman of Ann Arbor,

dlsadvantwes, and they therefore

read a carefully prepared report on this subject,
in which he considered in detail the work ac-
comphshed by the various batteries WhIL,] had
been Submitted to him for examination. * No~
szcondary batteries had been submitted, and
mention of one or two batteries which had only,

‘been very recently sent in was omitted for lack

of time to make the necessary tests. On motion,
Lhe report was accepted, and-the Chairman of
the Committee continued.

On Elcctrodes—Dr. A. Lapthorn Smith, of.
Montreal, read a report of the committee.  l'he
committee expressed the opinion that the best
ground-work of all electrodes is copper wire
gavze, and that the connection is best made by
copper wire soldered the whole length. of the
gauze and terminating in a binding post—that

_known as No. 6-32 (>)—whlch is mrg lyused
by telephone companies throughout the world.

Clay was considered the Dbest covering. as it
was the only substance which could be rendered
‘moist enough to conduct properly without at
the same time soiling the patient’s clothing, It
should be half an inch thick and of the consis:
tercy of putty. Before each application’ it can
be readily cleaned by washing its surface with
soap-suds.. The back of the electrode is msul-
ated -with common table oilcloth.

The committee recommended three sizes of
dispersing electrodes, viz.: each having a uni-
form length of one foot, and the width three,
six and nine inches respectively. Itwas desir-
able that these sizes should be given in the
metric system. For active elcctrodes to be
vsed with the posmve pole, the committee
neturally sel-cted p'atinum as the best, its one
objection being its firist cost.  Where the appli-
cations are to be made to- the surface of the
body or to the interior of .a° cavity like the
uterus, .carbon is equally good and for such
purposes carbon beads can .be threaded on-
platinum wire. Zinc is also a useful material
for intra-uterine galvano-cauterization.:. It
should be comnected with the ‘reophore by
means of the standard binding post- already
mentioned. It was recommended thatthe con-
ducting cords employed in ‘electro-therapeutical
work should be of the standard sizes and Icngths
used by the Bell Telephone Company.

For nega'ive intra-uterine application, a Simp-
son sound made a usefulclectrode, and its size.
should be sta.ted'according to the French scale.
Where the surface of the electrode is necessarily

wvery irregular, its area should be determined

by dscertaining how much water it will displace.-
It will-be. well for manufacturers to- stamp all

‘electrodes with two numbers—ohe giving the

French scale, and the other the displuacement of

.water on the surface of the electrode.

The committee recommended that a stan-
dard insulating material be adopted, and that
the standard screw should be No. 2 --40 of. the
‘\menc’m gauge.



