
has read anci ilas wvritte.' v,,olum-ies the .orass front whvich procceeds t'le
upori volumes, when lie cornes te the ignisfatuus, which these men foilow
test of a dying hour, is shut up to al[ to th'eir imminent perid, having con-
4thesimplicity of' the " faithf'ul savinga." founded it with 't"le liglit that shineth
This is wvhai he needs equally with in a dark place'-the sure word of
the least ; and this is what the ieast, prophecv. On accountof the unwar-
equally with hlm, enjoys. And thbe rantabie use wihich is1 thus of'ten mnade
'Derfectlv child-like subrnissiveness' of earlv Christian writers, and to guarz
with which master-mints i srael ail against. a similar delusion, the foi-
have avouched theïr relia:ic.e on the 7iowin.rg extract is inserted frorn the
rnost rudimentai elements ofLie truth, pen of an authorof much repute, who,
îs arnong the marks of its Diivinitv.; unlike some that ' speak evil of chose
16 shows that lu one point of need, in tbings which they know flot,' urider-
whicb. ail are alike, and which, ini ali stands wnat lie says and whereof he
cases equaill the gospei is intended affE is. His estimate of the FaLherstcz =eet, 1h adaptation, oe mearns to regards chièeflv their value asupie
:-d îs jerfect.. Wardllc"*s Life of in religion, and accordingly he shows

4-heir unfitn ess to comnmand or contro'.
Gur fat.h:. but stili :t must not be for-

THIE ýÀ~~S oe, uer" ean ît be denied, that
tuese sarne Fathers have their-uses,

7 0f- witat use are the Christ ian semne more and somne Iess, 1, lu) es-ýtabi-
atkýzerS? This is a question, which lisning the Canon of the New Tes-
:s egi,-,line to excite a verv generai tarnent); 2. often ini explainng the

and~ absorbing interesft ameng1 the re- ý:meanîng of' obscure words and pass-
.ig:cus public in Britain; andi whiich ares Iu Scripture; and 3, in furrnis--
miay aise before long force itseif, on ing materials for Ecclesiastical Ilis-
"'ne attention of Christians mn this 'tory andi AntiquitieS. Of' sorne at

conty.Itis ger'-,'raliy known that least, it may be said toc>, that they are
I.he spirit of Popery is reviving fas t adapted, notwithstanding, their crude
in the Churcli of England, in conse- andi extravagant opinions on sorne
cquence of tbe plausible and insidious points, to improve the piety, as %eI
effPorts of the Oxford School to set up as enlarge the knowledge, of those
Tradition as well as Scripture, as an who are %vise enough to refuise the

authoritv in matters of faith andi prac- evil andi choose the good.-EDITOR.'l
tice. TÉhese mnen have geone a great
.ength to abjure both the spirit and Independent of arly direct beresies, roe
the doctrines of evangelical Protes- nus methods ofcoitsideringChristiariity became
tan tisrn. Lt would seem as if the bat- prevalent from the indiscriminate study and
fles of the Reformation must soon be admiration of Gentile pbilosopby. Each of the

fogtover again, andi every disputeti Christian fathers, who affected a reputation
fouCbi for literature. naturallv adopted the favorite

DOirt i theconrovrsyexaine opinions of some philosophic schoot and thus
andi discussed afresh. This danger- every speculative sect came to mingle their
ous party, like the Churcli of Rorm, own pFutliar errors in that incoherent and

atî.ch ast mpotanc tothe ritngsdiscordant mass of opinions which formed the
of he athrsif they do net, in fact, 1Christian literature of antiquity. Few at-

et' he atFirstempt!i have had less fouadatioi to proceed
place tbern on equality with the works !upon, than the endeavour to rnake tbe Chris-
of Paul, andeotherconfessedly inspired tion fathers pass for thse bupreme judges of
uuen. What leads themn thus te exait contro'-ersy and the oracles of religion.
andi revere the patristic Records iso, n aibemr aiethntercn

the actthatfromthemTradtion imluions, nor more weak than their argu-
11Sments, nor more variable than thse tendencyte 'ce gleaned. These writîngs are of their writings. They migis:, notwithstufl-


