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THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, OR UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE. |

Nou doubt, thiey thonght they wero giviug o
-dagth-blow to Umiveraalism ¢ but let us sea for
* clomont, whose “ism" is most injured thereby.

Now one of two things must uccessarily be
tua.  Either first, the persous above spoken of,
vould do as thoy kavo said ¢ or, 2nd, they would
not. [s o didemma, and [ am willing they may
wavo the benefit of enhier horn thereof. Lot us
ton, suppose the fint toba true; namely ¢ that
somn Christiane, aa they huvo satd woul? lie,
*eal, rob, murder, and do all manner of imquity
f thoy ouly know they would go to heaven at
ast!" (A pretty strang pll, genile reader, itis
net, for a sanctified saint 1o swallow 7)

Notw 1 ask the candid readers whera ie tho
raral etfect of that beasted hell? Whaie the ful-
tllment of the command, to love and pray fur cur
eremics T Whare the spirit of s merciful Savivor,

lessing und forgiving g murderers whits on the
«ross?  Or, in short, whors isany evidenco of
ivve to God, or love to wman?! Lcho answers
whero ! Yes, my deanlriend, you that wonld do
Wi theao things orindeed,any of them, sorry.13
the tale you tell, when viowod in itgbearings on |
vour oten religion and your own wmorals, \What
[ ask, would an honest community think of the
writer ofthis, il it was known that he wag dispos-
«d to steal a horse, and was only roatrained (row
the act, by the fear of tho Penitentary 7 Would
whey not look on him, and that justly tae, as ug
better than i€ ho had committed the offence?

And sf mon hove it in their hearls to murder
their fellow men,—and are only resteaiped by the
tcarof an endless hull,—~can they be consigered
better than, atleast, nuirderers at heart. Cer-
tainly, ifthe first holds gaad, the second must.

Now, whore i3 yonr reli gion snd your “'sancti.
fication 1 Gone, scattered to the four winds,
\nd instead of your been clothed with the panop-
Yy of righteousness, you stand forth, in all your
naked deformity, a base sonveren !

Wo have seen swhere one horn of the dilemma |
'eads to; suppose wo try theother.  Supposc we
hase it, that the individuals above referred to,
tiud no idea of doiug as they said, even thovgh
they should come to bolieve the despised dortrine
of Umveralism, Well, that would certainly ook
wuch better; and that charity wiich hopeth and
~uffereth all things ; would dictate such a course,

This would indeed, shift the difficulty, and |
wight betterit; bt can nevor removait. I T
vewember right it is written in the decalozue,
-sthou shalt uot bear false witness against thy
neighbour

And again wo.read in the geod book, that **al)
“ars shall have their partin the lake with fre” .
Now, in this view af the matier, they have not
violated the firat, and laid themscives vbuoxions *
‘o thesccond 7 Certainly they bave; forif they
wonld not do as they have said, then mdeed have
they lied, and beeame false witnessus of filse
‘hings; vand shall have their purtin the Yzke
winch burns with fire ' Thus, we ooy, taie
Ahuch view of the matter wo wai, e the srme
uneiristian spivit manifests dcelf. O tw one
sele wesce the datk sping of munder; i tae
sther, that of falseh ¢ and persconsion, Ao
tusther, we see a bl zimad atus, fabng toar-
Lerand lifeless ot onr feet, winte it bears wab .
monntin's woight on thewm that simed it. T'ruly
way at be said, that “ont of of their own wouth

« they condemred® Yes, it is hard to kick
»zatng tie peiens T Hmen really wish to know
1o aze thieves, roibers, murderers, &, It
ar 1 takie the trouble 1o examize onr rans, po- .
suaries. &e.and they will ythere fnd wlatto
he My seem strangs, w7 that toege was
careelly ifevar, asingie Universol.at viawn 1o

ungor seutto the peotent,ars | v e she 4 e

avof believers in an « n Voce he™ 4ior o

ungand sentio the abive o0 o, 1
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»bhoow up 1o thonwunds: and anin 2 e Or
codox preachers dola feeo Ite oMo 3t
fosirangs fer one whe beliesas *hatohe e
iom he weret ips, witltorn-at Lls eepats § e
nesin an neter ending Lell—i0 partabe eane-
bt of the same swirit, and feel Whe hotldiag o
~lon asaslier seale : alisreby he wght ey
venge on 2l those v. v vt come up t his
avdard of a Chsisté v B 0 qanld Se strang
dred ard withsll eorg oo onsivent, for ane who
betieves in the living Goud wlo 1s *he Suveonr .
nlt wien., and especially of them that biehovo
t'Tim. 4 : 10.)~to vunt to steal rob, aud wmr-
v «imply beca se God was the friead of a1

* eapecidly. as his Bible and lus fauth, Hoth telf

= that*the sonl that sianoths it shall die ™
el “hie skt doeth worne  shall 1ecewve for the
reong that he hath done ™ Aud theugh band
c3¢ uhand, the wicked shall vet go sopamshed ® |

. stubvert the sulc of ovil passions.  Such s the
- human heart that ot eannat indnlge base feehiags

Cthenietteof Good ? \Whit te h afanther, africed,

Cence ok
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From which there is no possiblo wuy of'escapa
uot excopting repenfance iteell

Now I serivusly ask, would it, notbs very
strange and incousiatont, for such au one to do the
thinga abuve written 1

8o, at least, thinke the humbls wiler —Star
inthe West.
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WHAT CHRISTIANITY BESTOWS.

BY REV. QEO. M. RUERSUN, [}

Thetrne excelloncy of Chattianity is exhibited »
in the bigh characier o€ the goad thngs winch it
aims to bestow. T'heso good things are such as
excludively concorn the. nmnd and hesrt. It does
not offer w the distaple, fands and mtes ; noflers
kuowledzerthe pearls of wisdom and truth—
thereby niming to elevate and develupe the mind, ;
Morover this knowledge 13 o1 the noblest aud
mast desirable kind, itis the knowledge of the
Supreme Being—of the comaan Father—whase
word s truth, and who holds the destiny of cvery
rational bewmg!  HHow overpowenng 1 the
thought of this great Bewmg, and how amportant
that we should know b, snd undorstand the re.
{atipns which ronnect us wath i ¢ Cerntamly,
if God exista (and who can dunbt tus existance )
acquaintsnce with lam wust be the greatest of
knowledge. Aud this knowledge Christiamty,
ina most specin] ond pecnliar manner, suns to
disseminate. It reveals usto the Father jo the
Lrightuess of the Son,~in the compassion wiich
extended to those who were out af the way. in
tho forgivencss which, utlered amd the aguaics
of dnath, extended to the vilest of mnurderers.

Christianity does not pouder to miere ambition
itoffers no ono power nud.dominion; it offuis
purity ns utie of it wost gracious blessings tothe
sonl. It displays tho lovehouss ot purny nd
virtue in a sertee of the most glorions precepts
ever recorded for tho guwance of humae can-
duct; and, what s far better and wore etiiciein
it exhibits this boliness, i the wondertul exawmple
of its founder—tho purest and noblest being il
ever appeared on earth. T'o bestow this myral
excellence, isa.prine object of the Chustian rili-
gion. Jtaims to expand the noblest feelingy ot
the human heart, izto love to God aud levito
man.  Silently et effuctively does it save the
sonl from sin ;—for by imparting a true Lnew
ledge of the Supreme Being and of the relaticns
which counect us with him, does it calt fonh
tho«e high and holy wnpulses, which gradedly

whan overwhetined by convictions of rahug loge
aud tenderness 3 and such are the Christiastzeve
fanons of tenih, thut they cannot fal, il once re-
cetved, tousprre these subdaing cauvictions.

Sublune then mdeed sre tire bestowmenty of
thereligion of Cinst.  The bestowal, of tne high-
et knowledze to the mind, and the nfiiest vastue
15 the heart, nand by the oot elficient means. con.
sttars the wmisaon of .this rebgion.  Incstic
roabm Llessisgs 't More 0 be desicd  are
Lo, ban gald ;o sed, than fine gold  And yet,
v st wenes an ) wathgut arice, they are frecto
Wet,
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W T sraan voh God 7 Ingurex the Praplet
{0 i1 posat? b St e aiit w-he ae atteaipt upon

A e taclor ¢ 'y ke wndest ol ol fmendst the best
of gl tathere’ 1. raar gegerong of 3l beuefic-
Turs b Proot gt 1 o d the Pegt

Yes, Goagg re w3l by Preshyteriane,
1o, ‘faey tab bun ol tus clisracter for bevovo-
w thee wcase lem of sending peor
mottale 10 an end'cen hell. “They robhim ofhis
chrrarterna a band tiathier, o fedend, a benefactor,!
wheo they 1each that ho will abandon his off
spring toreser. They rob him of his swvisdom,
s poner, ty Laawledge, his jnstice, and s
merey, when o atfinm  that b desires to save
he world Ber o oot by zeason of obstaclesin
the wav, wine b micht have forseen, and cosld
easily cogsstent  with  his  atfi
tugtey
Lachsbd shandd report thag u good fathier is bad
enongh te burn him with green waad for u shght
offence. wontd he not commit the worst Kind of
~obbery i Nav, would hezot be gaity of the
tghast fomm of (slander @ Bnt partialists my
worse things of Got. who 13 betler than the apsy
canhiy parent.  They Yeclaro that e will burn
cteranlly. Is uotthissobbery 7 1s it not slan-
dor?  lsitaot horrible ing attude ?  fn the lan-

Jetimy S,

nlresdy quated, *1'o rob Guod is the basest ingrat
stude,  Hohas done much for avery sinser, o
has beun pauring his kinduess iuto hisiap, ever
sinco he has bLeen capable of receivieg ite  How
inexpressible is the love displayed i the gift, suf
fering vud death of his Son. The Lord have
mercy ugpon those mho take fromthe Father of
liights, aud the giver of every good and periecs
sift, *he glary of'thp divinte character '—[ib
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AN OBJECTION EXAMINED

It isurged as an objection to the soctrine of
Universaliens, thatif it be trnethe wicked Sodom
iteg, who wera cut uff for thewr transgreasione ly
fire and brimstone from heaven, were buiter
dealt with than rightcons Lot, who way left to
huger ont a life of uwisery in this troublescie
warld,  *For the former,” suys the obj.ctor, *ac-
cording to the Universalist hypothess, were niot
punished by the judgment which God sent npon
them, but weore actually dlessed. by bewng removed
fram the illcand vexatious incrdent to mortal hife.”
So weighty and strong has thir objection beeun
considered, agasust tho doctrine uf the finul salva.
tron of all men, that wany i tha faith of endless
{ nuscry, have set wup as a kind of bulwark ur
fortress to defend shuir favonity citade) of sin and
wo, from the attacks of the Universalisu. Al
though tlis supposed strong hold of our opposers
has frequently been demolished, yet for the want
of 2 Yetter defence, they have invariably gathered
up the broken picces the odds and - tho euds, and
waven again the old web, sccuring themselves heo-
hind it, bidding defianco to their cusinins,

Dutnow, to. getat this objection on economics!
principles, by spending as little ammunition as
pussible, we wonld inqnire, in the first place. of
aur opposers, if they send all to au endless hell of
tisery . who have been cut off ar destroyed from
the carth, 1n consequence of their sms 7 [fso,
then Muoses, who 14 vanably represented &s the
.servant of the Lurd,” and who was.declared to
be superior to all other prophets up to his time—
he kuowing ths Lord face to face —must never-
theless, be asubject of this awful placo of punish.
ment, The following is the concluding history
of the hfe of this remarkable prophet. **Aund the
Lord spako unto Moases that sell samo day, saying,
get the up into thus monntain Abariin, unto
mount Nebo which isin the land of Moab, that
18 over aganst Jerico 3 and belold the laud of
Canan, which I-give unto the children of Israel
fora possescion ; and die in the mount whither
thon gaest up ¢ decaus: yo TRESPASIED aguinst
me amang the ~hildeen of [srasl, at the watersof
Meribath-IXadesh, m the wilernessof Zin: becattse
ye sanclified me noT in the midst of the cluldren of
Israel.  So Moses. the servant ofthe Lord, died
there in the land of Maab, according to tho werd
of the Lord." Now does the objector belicve
that Moees was daowned to endless punishment,
merely from the fact that he was cut off from the

hic can behieve with equal propriety, that the
Sadawites wera docmed to the szwe punishment
for the same reason.  But ilfhe believes that the
mere fact, that Mozes was cut off fram the carth,
doos not furnish suflicient evidenee of hus pun-
ishment in the future world, then ho can not sup.
pose, that the wefd .faet, that the Sodomites
were cut off ftdim, the.earth for their transzression
sufficicnt evidence to establish the certainty of
their punishment in the futnre world.

Tunazmuch as the Biblafurnishes no evidence in
praof that the Sodomiles wero punished after
death, 1t may scem 1o some unnecessary to ate
tempn 1o prore the negative of the question; but
as thero iaoue psssage which we deem conclu-
sive on iz point, we venture to quoze.it.  Ttia
found sn Lamentations iv: 6. “For the punish-
ment of the wigujty:of the daughter of iy people
isgreater than the pnunishment of (the sin of So-
don, that wag overthrown in a mogment, aud no
hauds stayed onher " Here, then,we discover
that the femporal punizshment which God inflicted
upou his own people, was represcnted to he
grenler than the punisliusent of the sin of Sodutn,
winch consistzd wholly in its overshrow, and uo
farther hand staged onher.  Now §f thia passage
ho teue—if the punishment of the sin of the So.
domites was but womentary, what reasou have
we to suppose that they are, stillsuffering.aud wil
continue to suffer toall cternity, for the s:g which
they comutted winle hiviug inthe flesh 7 And,
wmoreover, if the above passage disproves the
farure punishinont of the wicked Sodomites, as
wae think it most cetiainly does, then shonld it not
be regarded as the highest presumprive evidence,

gnoge of the Presbyterian from plach we bave

that no endicss puniskment will ever bz iullictey

czrth by reason of hiatransgressions?  Ifsn, then

inthe (utnee warld, for sing committed in
sent b #
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MINSIONARY RESOLU VIONS.

The resolutinus, passed ot the Musionury
mocting in Boston, Mas4, were so oxcellont thut
wo st Jny them b furoour readers.  We hope
that they will be carefutly roud by all, 1nd anpac
ally by all who have taken any intewst in the
Missivnary cauco.  Read them, brothren and
act ' Act prompily, vigatonaly, sud unitedly
Aut, and God will bless your laburs

Resolvad  ‘Thet winle mneh iv roqured o
thuss to swhom mach s givon, Universalists nhiould
be distinzuished above oll other Chresinng, 1
their endeavour to extond the blewsinze of the
Guspel.

Resolved.  That the suceansal proseention of §
the Miscionary emorpiise depesds 13aa npon the
woalth than upon the.roligivus zeal of us tinkiae. §
ers.

Resolved. ‘I'hatitis exputient that th Bord
of Dirertors cause to ho prepared for gratpons B
distributian brief, pointed. gospel Tracts, fited to §
auswer inquiry, and lead the thougihfut to au ue.
knowledgument of the truth,

Resolved. Thatin order to avoid incidentny
ovils, and to accomplish the groatest posgible
good with the meana we havo to employ, itshould
he the policy ofthia Saciety to belp such as atrive
to-help themselves: and insuch a way us to

atimnlate them to increased exertion, and to en-
courage them 1o nltimate selfireliance cnd gelf-

support.

Resolved.  Thatin order tho more effectlully
tn-enhist ourselves and anr breth:ren in the Home
Missionary enterprize, we earnestly recommond
the formation of Auxiliary Home Missionary
Socicties in every Soctety within the boundorses
cfthia Aasociation. )
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THEATRES AGAINST HUMANITY..

A few nights sgo, during the performance o)
a Farce »1 one of the theatres in this city a negro
fell from the gallery intothe parquettc, nud was
taken up fordead. But the * Commercial’ snys,
“\When the man foll, Mr. Lewis, who was on the
stage £t the ime—the andience appearing to be
wmuch horrified. at the accident—desired toknaw
if it was their wish that thoperformance should
eontinue, thinking that a sudden Qeath was not
calenlated to set the furce off. But the cry was
—'Take ont the nigger and go no with the show.’
So the show went on.”

This showa a state of [zeling, biatal in the ex-
tremo  Bat-what better could we expect from
the influgnce of theatres, with their *“third tier"
of vvomen, and the general pandering to a deprav.
edtaste 7 We should almost ar saon thisk of
sending a child to the State Prison to learn monls
ay to theatves; and the men who patronize thew,
night after night, for the sake of amnsement, are
m the “broad road to ruin.” A theatre-going
youugman isalwost certain to lose moral prin-
ciple ~[ Starin the \West.
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UNIVERSALISM IS NOT
Infidelity in any ofita forms. §t 12 nota svslem
of, aud has o affinity 1o, 10 fellowship for Athe-
isw, Pantheisn Deisu. or general skoplicism of
avy.kind whatever. But this solemn disclaimer
over remembered and acted upon. by every Uni-
versalist,and by every hanest opposer of our fanh:
for, all the of charges against, and misrepreseutn.
tious of Universalism, the charge of Infidelity is
tho most unfounded, uncandid and unjust. We

“kaow, ou abundant testimooy, that so far fruny

even “tending  fownrds lufidolity, Universalist
views of Christianity are the moat efficacious in
redzeming men from doubt and disbelicf, and in
fortifying their minds-against -the mast popular
and plausible altacks agaiust the Bible and it
teachings respecting God, atd Jesus and immos-
tality, boyond the grave.

Aad of all thoewo who. speak of tho tendrn -y «f
dactrines to Infidelity, those should be most core-
faland humble, who hold to the dogma of endlass
sinning and endless suffering as one resnlt of
God’s creation and woral government of man—zs
tho destiny ufa large portion of God's intelligent
affepring  This tertible and uumerciful doctrine,
which so mars God's desires or blackens hischar
acter, and which eardles an's affections, froezes
Lishopes and petrifies hie. most generons amno-
tians, bins inclined more persons todoubt religion,
teyect We Bible, and deny thg cxistence of God,




