
THIE SUPERNATURAL FACTOR IN MISSIONS. [et

Th'Ie Acts of the Aposties ifi the historie illustration of the diity
undertaken and of the promise enjoyed. 1-ere the phiosophiy of mis-
sionis teaches by exaînples. Fromn first to iast this book is the recordl
of i-is wvorking Wvho oul1Y doeth wondrous tlîngs. ilere is a periodj
of history covering about tliirty or forty years, the average lifetime of' a
genieration, as if to, show us ivhat One greleration of disciples eali do
toward a world's evaîîgelization wvlien the all-powerful captain of thle
TLord's lîost leads, and I-is Ileverywhere " and IIalway " prescnct is
thieir confidence and support.

T he~ book openfs ivitlî Pentecost-a mniraculons outpourhig of thie
HoIy Spir-it whichi in a. mnoment remioves the inmpassabie barrier of iii-
known languages and enabies eachi mnat to hea- iii his owvn tongue thle
-woîîderful works of God. If Babel's Confusion of tongues wvas a iiîîi-a.
cie, sîîreiy the reversai of ]Ba.bel-thie resoiving of that confusioni iii
order-is a couniter miracle, andf thie rccord of that wondcr w'olrki1l<
of God at the very beginuing of thiat book is highly significanit. rfjie

book of the Acts Stands iu the New Testament as Ilhe book of JoshAul.
does in the Old. "lhle latter is thie account of the -%ars of Israc.l
agaiîîst the Canaanites; the formuer of the wvars of the Clitrclh agaiiist
the enemies of God; and ini bot the initroduction is the record of' a
stupendlous miracle. ,ericlio's walls fail withoiit a blow struck or ili
eUne of war enliployed; on1 the d-ay of Pentecost the walls of Str-anige
Speech instantaneously fail, aiid inakze represeuîtatilVes of the fartlest
cardinal points at once open to the message of the gospel. Cali luv
thonghitfnl reader overiook the purport and purpose of thiat iiiniae?
It stands at the very (1001 of the historýy, like a sentiniel at a gate, or
a signal fiagr fiying froîu. a turret. It is tie initerpreter of the iviuol
B3ook. 'ie Acts of -1the Aposties are thIle acts of the iIoly Ghiost-of
Jesns by the IIoIy Ghiost. H-e is displayinig that, omnnipotenwe 'liid

exhbitng hat Ollliprlesenlce, and the p)el.petity of that, power and(
I)ieSeice is to be the w-arranit for the perpetuity of Chîristian niissionis
andl the iinsliratioin aiid encourageent of themn.

\Vitlî profounld alid soleinn conviction we record once more our
testimiony, after more than a quarter of a century of the study of
Dmissîonary Ihistory' and biography, that onliy fronti a divine point of'
vieiv cati the nvsteryv of mnissions bc iii terpretcd Or the signriific.ince of
missions ùe appreciateil. Iligher up) than thie level of the miost self-
denylu g heiroisin must we get to, comimand this true horizoni; aif our
conistant effort with tong-ue and peu is to awaken and arouse slng
believers to behlold this niai-cii of God anîd faîl inito Elle iîuîc1l Ilus
Ieadersbip, and take up the inarrch with Iliîn.

Wliat H-e did in tic tiîuîes of the Acts Ile lias beeiî doinig iii Liter
vears. Iiow did mnodernt .zuissions begin as a genieral mlovenîcult ii
thie Glinrcli? God qelpar.ited.-iiid senit fo-tii suicli iiieni as Plîîtschau ,Iliç
,Tohn E liot, Schwiar-tz and IÇieiin:der, Ziegenbalg and Zinizenidorf,
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