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\Vlîn the\, wverc brouight ashorc,
it xvas naticeci that thc cal)tain xvas
cluite (lrunik, and the rcst, withi the
exception of the cabin-boy, werc
more or Iess intoxicateci. It w~as
afterwards (liscovered tliat as soon
as they found they hiad iiisscd the
harbour, ani wvere drifting help-
lessly on1 to the rocks, uipon wvlich,
they expected to be lost, they
gulpcd clown a quantitv of liquor
SQ as to mneet clcath uniconisciously.
I lhave been told tliat this practice
is flot at ail uncomnion amno-g
dissipated sailors.

The captain of the second vessel
stated that lie mistook the brighlt
torches wrhich xvere beingy burncd
upon thc pier, for harbour lights,
ancî, steering straighit for thciii,
only cliscovereci bis mistak-c wvhen
it %vas too late to save bis vessel.
There xvas a sermon in that state-
nment.

The above wrecks and rescue
tookz place in the Tynemiouth lbar-
bour, where such vreckls are very
frequent during- the winter miontlîs.
Tfli river Trie flows into the sea
fromn a shore that is comiparatively
straigDlît, hence its nîoutlî, being
exposed to tlîc open sea, formis but
a poor liarbour. Iii ordier ta
rcmiedy this in some nîcasure,
broaci piers of solid masonry have
been built out from eachi side of
tlîe harbour, exteniîclin about a
mile out ta sea. These check the
seas as they roll in fromi the wild
nortli*-east, and forni a gooci lar-
bour aiîd entrance ta tlîe river.

A few nighits after these îvrecks
took place, a gale was blowing,
froin the nartli-east, andi a lîeavy

grouin( sea Il vas runnilgý. A
large barque Nvas coining from the
soutlî, and had been strugglinîg
for a long'' time with the stormn.
Near niinighit the nian at the
mast-head called out tlîat lie saw a
light away to the north-west, tîjat
seemned to lîim like the red lighit of
Tynemoutlî. The captain could
not 1)elieve tlîat tlîev wcre at al

licar enoughi ta sec tlîat liglît, aiîd
s0 or(lcred the mîan dow'n, and
wecnt aloft to se for imiiself. H1e
sawv tlîe ligylît, cattnte(l its revolu-
tions, and xvwas satisfied tbat the
iiian wvas riglit, ani( reckoned tlîat

froiîî tue liarl)our. While lie was
aloft thc vessel gave a deep plunge
aiid trciiled for awliilc as tlîoughi
she lîad sliippc(1 a sca; but s0 in-
texît iras lic upon watclîiig the
liglît, tiîat lie took but little notice
of s0 coinîmon an occurrence.

I-aviiig fuilîr satisfied lîiniseif,
lic returnic( ta the dleck. But wvliait
was bis liorror ta fiuîd tiîat tlîcre
Nvas not a soul. aboard except lîim-
self. The men liad evidently been
ail standing togretlier talking about
the ligylit tlîat lîad been seen, wvien
a sea hiad broken over the vessel
andc swept every nian overboard.
Tlîe captain taok thîe ivlicei, and
ianag ed ta keep close lîauled

aloiîg the wind, but it ivas inîpos-
sible -for lîini to take in a stitch of
canvas. Stili lie kept lier along,
and, as lie lîad nearly nine miles
of " sea-way," lie iras able ta run
far enaugli past tue liarbour sa as
ta mnak-e it l)y putting about andi
running right before tlîe winic.
I-le cntcred the nîoutlî of tlîe liar-
bour ail riglît, and Nvas safely past
the endîs of tlue piers; but it iras
cnly tlien lie canme ta lus greatest
dlang-er. Sue iras clriving alang at
a terrific specd, and to drop tlîe
anchors iras uscless, for the cables
,woul(l siîap lik-e tlireads, and ta
briiîg lier round to the irini îvith
ail lier canvas set, iras an utter
Iipassil)ilitV for one man.

H1e iras fast nearing the river,
wliere fleets of vessels were riding-
at anclior, or nîoored to tile
wlîarves, and lie kznew tlîat ta run
aîîîong the m oniy neant the cde-
struction of everyingc lie touclîed,
andc the sacrifice of his own if e
and prabably of nîany otiiers. A
terrible alariîi ran among- tlîe pea-
ple on shiore, as thîey saw lier
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