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certain favourite plants. To it a
daily miud-batb is one of the
necessities of life. The buffalo
wvill fling liimiself on bis side in
the nmire, ani shuffle rouind and
round until lie is covered to the
eyes witli a miortar-lîke substance.
Wlben lie lias dried himiself in the
sun lie looks like a litie ciav
iiage. Tbis strang-e habit is îlot
-without its useful purpose. Mil-
lions of stimging Hlies swarmi
amiong tbe rank vegetation of bis
liabitat, and tili bis nmud-coat peels

tions practised by the Governr-nent
officiais.

"At first, the rebels were suc-
cessful; but -w'eîî a large arnîy,
between 15,000 and :20,000 freshi
Spanish conscripts froni the pen-
insula, wvas sent against tlieni
tlîey were forced to retire; ani, ac-
cordingly, thev eîîtrenched tlîeîî-
selves iii the miountains near the
capital. Here tlîey buit a con-
siderable fortress, and though the
greater part of the troops wvere
w'itlîout amis of aiîy kinci, neyer-

SVLU WARRIOiR5 IN rIGHTI\G ATT[TUDE.

off the animal is inîpregnable bL
tlieir vicions attacks.

The intolerable oppression of
the Spaniards uîaturally provoked
nmany strtiggclcs for liberty, goingr
back nearlv three hundred years.
Tiiese %vere suppressed %vitb ruth-
less cmueltv and wlîolesale execu-
tions. hie miost formidable of
these insurrections w~as that wlîiclî
began August, 1896. Its causes
ivere the arrogance and exactions
of the friars, the oppressive taxes,
the licenses and nunîcrous fees,
and other extortions and conîfisca-

tlîeless they were mîade subject to
the niost rigi(1 discipline. OuI1-
1,200 of the 7,000 menx that coin-
posed this camp possessed rifles-,
yet, eveîî tlîus poorly equipped, for
miore tIîan cigcliteeni nontlîs tlîev
kept 11P a desultory but barassing
war against 15,000 ivell-arnied
Spanishi troops.

Tlie Tagal Republic ivas pro-
clainie(l in October, 1896, and
Axîdreas Boni facio wvas chosen
president. Whien Bonifacio (lied,
a few.inoxtlis later, Aguinaldo xvas
electèd president an d commander-

802


