
THE <JATHLIO1 ý'HELD.

#twus on the Continent that his doctrines wcre pu8lhed
te tîjeir ultiani conclusions ; thore, ono hundrcd years
ago, ail the dominant doctrines wero froin Locke's

The 18th century is eniplhatically leI siècle Fran-
çais." Germany ait the ti:ne was dunb ; tho South
of Europe wvas sunkil ini mental lothargy ; E ngland, 'tis4
truc, produccd a school of writers whlose influenco was
ividely foît, but through tho mediunm of French intellect.
This epochi might be littingly etylcd the Renaissance;
and tuit wvhich ivas rcbornl wziq N ierialisnm. Condilinc
introduecd the Lockian doctrine into, France, and
carried it te cextre:nes. The Freneh discip>les eof Locke
wvcre of a difféenit libre frorn the English thinl<cr, and
staycd net upon the brink, wvhercon tI'e sti(ler mnaster
paused with prudence, but unie.sitatingIly took the bnp,
and the fatll was most degrading. Condilhic's school
ivas based on Il transiiforincd sensations," with language
pliced as the actual source freon which many et'our
1facul tics are produced: imagination, reasoning, judg.
nment, grow uip by experience. Ilo illnstratcd bis
principles by a most ingenions supposition. Takzing a
created organizcd liait being cntised, as lie supposes,
in a inarblo covering, lie shovsi hiov the diffiereît
mental phienoniena, by lifting the covering,' would inako
their appearance, onc after another, mtii the person
became morally and iiiteflectual ly>m pet , as ho
received by sensation the impressions of e\terior-objeets.
Applied te morals wve find self intcrest their starting
point, and man stiperior te, tho brutes only by speeeh,
and bis superior oî'ganizatioaî. laae ive recogauize the
last limit of Sensuialisin, Ilwhere inid dissappears in
matter, and tho doctrine rct'utcd by the lip.s of' tie
dying Socrates, ireappears as the ILast word of' Loeiani
sensuaRlisin." Such) is in faret tlîe issues of the Sens.ýua-
listie tiogation of' the 18tlm century ; aq 'vo ftollov it front
its tirst formuiiationi, to its final resuit-s, throughi tlie
varied forans eof the cynical Deism eof Voltaire, the
coarse Pînnthoism of' Diderot, the socialistie Sentiimeni-
talism of RousseaLu, the (siîaiish) Ný\aturqlisi of Ihol-
bacb, the fuli fed Athism of lIelvetitic, and maany other
developrneats te, wliich ive nitust close our eyes and
prudently pass by. The world k-nows by rote the
resuits of the evil philosopy of the Encyclopedists, for
the blood of the Reign of Terrer -,till clings te Utie door-
posts of the Tailleries, and the blasphoemies of the
churcb.hating Voltaire evon now reecho, on tho car,
while the canting hypocrisy of Jean Jacques Rousseau
the Genevan publican, te day defiles 8ociet.y and undor-
mines the commonwealth. Philosophers these mon
were net, but mon giftod witb cloquence, pootry, and
appeal, fit instruments te embrace any Ildamnod errer,"

and, Ilte bless it and approve it with a text, hiding the
grossness with fuir ornament;"I fit aposties eof a
perverted conscience, te body forth the fantasies of a
diseased heurt, in flimsy doctrines, shallow loffic, vile
conceptiono, and bring aglerieus nation upon its knees
ll<éfnve thiw r be4ot.tud "G'oddoe~osoReeson." Suob wa

the effect eof 3aterialisni, and as 8iicla it wvill ovex' stand
Ian iiwful wvitness oft' le 1 )it wvhithcr the doctrine of'
sensation lca(l8 manliind: aunid tlîe looming shadow eof
the guillotine, and tiiese (lcssecrated pillars eof societ.y
-Grodiiid tle Faîniiily.-it pre-senits alesson wo should'
nover forget; and th, sad Iicturcofet ail tuit ive hold
inest cicar and sacred in ronman, the ineffable giory
which the Churclh had robed lier in, ternei front ber by
tho Atheistic hand eof senistaiLm, Icaving her nnlked,
yet unabashed, will remain nu cloquenit protest against
the Il unecating wvord " of Materialismn, ivich recog.
nizes ne laws but the plîysical and mathemtatical.

Passing the Slieptical philosophy et' .David Humeo,
historiait, statesman, and pseudo.philosopher, îvhielh i
certainly bad etingl te devote ail our timo to, condcmn
aad refute, c'uld wve spare it, I wiil ne more than
mention it as a s1ceptieal outgrowth of Locke's Ly8tem. It
was the anti-theebogical conseequences of thi8 doctriiùe
that awvakened a number of Scottish philosophers,
hicadcd by Dr. Reid, te a vigor.aas polemie aiinst it ; a
poiemie wcakc in ils fundamental principlo which wvas
an aippeal te, connea sense ; but lueking strength et'
doctrine il, lamentâbly fatilcd in its laudablo efforts, and
rclaapsed ilîte a4ini-anateriahiasm. ln the beginning of'
this century, %vo fand Condlillact's doctr-inostill prevaiiing,
and systematiycd in the unadoriicd sensuahisin ofCabania,
whlo, said that theught vns enly a secrotion eof tho brain,
and many é'thîer equally ridiculons thinge. Ere long
however a streng reae.tion set in against it by the

theoogial chool eof DeBonald and DeLaminerrai.
Del3onald wvas the chie? eof the Iltraditionalistie ".schiool
wvhich hield that Divine flevolation is the criterion eof
ail kniowvledgro. DeLainnaenais trica! te disprove ail
ccrtitude eof tiîo.senses, -e.gsoninig fmute. nnd lîîinî
opinions, and establishod a new criterian, that of Univer-
bal Consent." Aniothea' eppo.4ing tendency found expres-
sien ia tho Eccetie sehool et' Victor Cousin, tlmo diseiple
et' Maine DeBiran and Royer Collard's biriitufflistie
school whichi had been doveloped iii France by tho influ.
etice et' Rcid's Scotch school. Cousin's Electicisin, ais
tho naine iniplies, -vas ia cuimbination of' the principles
et' arieus selhoos, anîd finallj' drif'îcd iet Idealisin, frein
its Cartesian leinings4. An outgrewth et' empiî'icism
and soialisni, the product at once oaf the rnntbcnmntital
and positive sciences, ks the Positivist-Scheol of Auguste
Comte, %vite died in 1857. Comte taugit thaattho science
eof socict3' is impossible, without thc science of' fle; the
latter, is impossible without the acience of clhlerristry; the
latter againi, presupposos physics, which it'qcit Supposes
mathexnatics. le totally denied the po:ssibility of
metuphysies. This sehool lately adopted a sort et'
religion irbose object is the wvorship of hnmanity, as
typificd by celebrated nion and womnen et' every belief.
Ris system has niany adhercnts in England nnd Anierica,
and an Englielh edition of bis writings hais been
published from the translation et' Ifiss Martineau, and
bas become popularized by G. R. Lewis and the wvorks
of' the lately deccaa5ed novcliet. George Elliot. I rnay


