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%vhîich %vc have noiw ta conisider, Apostolicity, yeti
I*a'lessly clýaiî for the Clitîrck ôf Etigland ; ha-
causa, as yolî say, lier presant bishops derive their
orders, through an unbraken successioii; fftrm St.
Augustin and his brcthiren, wvhe were thieniselves
of undoubted apostolical doscetit ; anîd yoti say,
flirthier, that titis dlaimn is tacitly acl(navledged 0-
voit by Rome herseif, inasmucli ips she lias never
formally dcared the Eniglisa orders invalid;'

Nowv, titis wvhola.qucsýti>on is mnuch top itxtricata
for citiier yeti or me to enter ixpor ini any thing
like detail ; for ta examnine it rihl wovuld require
mnore cc esiastical lcariîing itan wc possess. But
witii respect to this last asser.tion, that Rome lins
not protntinced tipon the Englisli orders, even'if it
he truc in the ietter, 1 u sure the impression
wvhich, it cotiveys is fa1w ; for lias she net pro-
lioulleed upon thein to ail intepts and purposes,
%vlien everv clergymen of the Church of IZn-land,
who embraccs thc Catiiolic faith, and desires ta be-
coine a Catholic priest, is required ta bc ordained
de novo and tineonditioriaiiy, just iii the sanie way
as any lay candidate ? Thîis îs nt lèast a practîcal
dcecisioîî on the question ; and that Rome lias se
decidcd is a fact wvhicli 1 thinir, ought to bave se
weight even îvith yen, whcen you rermember that
she lias no interest ini denying or reprosoliting as
doubtful t ordars of those communions which
have saparated from bier, because, according to hier
theory, such separation ils in itseif enougli ta con7
stîtnte schism ; and, inoreover, that she doas ac-
kinowladga the validity Di orders in the Greek
Church, the Armenian, and other heretical bodies
ini the E~ast, so -'s nat ta requira re-ordination from
any of their pr ests wvho rettîrti lhblier obediene
Titis oughît in fairiless ta suggest to you tbe eniqui-
ry, whether thora be~ fot some special flaw ini the
Englii succession, àisceruiibla ta lier experienced
eye, 'vhichi renders il nugatorv.

What titis flaix is, wa inod nlot hare enquire
but so fev, even ai the party to which yeti belong,
trouble theinscives to look into th% isâtory of the
r.nglii Jeforination, wvhile tlipy are taught ta as-
suime the validity oÇ Englishi orders as a matî-r ai-
togcthcr boyaud dispute, that I think it mal be
well to mention a fewv facts, wvhich inay perhaps
be newv to yeti, and whichi will showv that there is,
at lease, sonie rootn for question.

Perlîaps yoti are nlot aware that, thoughli during
the roigni of Hecnry VIII. no further change wvas
niade in the Roman Pontifical than- the omission
of the oath of obedience ta the Pope, yet, in ICing
IEdwuard's lima, an ciîtirely new service Wvns pro-
scribed, bath for the ordering af priests and deacons'
and for the consciration of bishops. This service
was quita different, in many important partieulars
from the ane then iii use ini the Çhurcli. For in-
stance, in the consecration of a bisliop, the Lorni of,
words wv!ich accompnied the laying on of bands1

was Such aus tniight hava selî yd w1ili otllial . >te

ty for tia ordination of a liriest or dearon, or cveîî
for tha confirmation of a layinal ,* and nmention
'vas nmade, in any part af Clic service, of coauvoying'
ta tho candidate the power ofl coniferriiig nrders.
These defecis are the more important. because
Cranmer, B3arlowv, and severai ollhers, who werc
principaily coiiccrned in frani iig the î,ow ordinal,
hiad on a previauis Dccasion distîilely afirmed thar
consecration 'vas not neceesary ; 1 liat princes miglht
by îhai1ý own authority, appoint priests and bishinps,
nd that such appoifitment alone wvas stiflieiutit
nay, servie 'vent so far as to sny that tic offly reasort
why tha (Apesties made bishops on thecir own an-
thority was, that thora werc at that linte lio Chris-
tian princes ta wvhose orders thiey inighl subînit
tiiemt;elvcs.t I-owaver, bc the cause what it mayyUic faet is indisputable, that tie form of words
then usad for the conseeratioîî of a bishap ivas va-
ry indeterminato ; and that il so contintied iintil
tic reign af Charies Il., when an iniportant altera-
tion wvas made, and the forni now in use first
introduced. bix bishops had beau consccrated ac-
cording ta, this first Protestant rituial duîritig the
roig4 of Edward ; but uipon the accession af bis
sister, Mary, il Ivas ordered by the Caîlîolic hi-
shops aile allier able divines, that they should,
if found 1vorthy, 1-receiva that which was wanting
ta thein, seeing tharthiey were not yeî ordered iii
very deed."t Then came Quean Elizabeth, îvho
restored her broîher's ordinal, and hiaving deprived
ail the Catholic hisliops, excapt ane, proeceded ta
order the consecration af others according ta the-
Protestant forra. But liera a netv difficuity pre-
sented itself 7 no Catholic bishop could be found ta
executa hier wiIl ; and the ceramony was at Iasc
performed by three of those bishops wlia liad been
deprivedl in the proceding reign,acting under a cent-
mission from the qîîeen, in which she under!ook ta
Ilsupply by ber own supremne auithority ail that
should ba done tipon thîis occasion coîîîrary ta tha
usages of the mealin or tha ecciasiastical laws."1

Sucli is a bni bistory of fixe origin of thc pro-

It May ho wonhl while te speeify the changes made in the
form'of consecration at the Savoy conférence. In king Edward's
bock it stood thus, " Trke theý IIoly Ghost, and remember
tliat thon stir up the grace of: God which is in iliee by imposi.
tige of bands ; fur God haili Pot gi.ven us the spirit of fcar, but
uf po*er, and1 love, and eÇrsoberness." In the new Ritnal of
the tline of Chattes 1Il Receive 4he lIoly Ghiost for the of-
fice and: work. of a'bishop iii the Churel, of Gcd, now commît.
ted into xhee by ilit iposition of onr hands; in the namo of

theFahe, un c iiî Snand of the Hely Ghost. Amen.
And remerober thut thon stir up the graca of Gcd which is gi-
ven ihee by this imposition of our bands, for Godl," &a, The
following questioni was ai the saine timo addcd te those,
wh1ich were te be put to thea fltop eleet : '« Wl! you
ha faithful in ordainn, scnding, er, iaying bands upoti
others l'"
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