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THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

WIxNIPEG, SATIRDAY AFTERNOON, June 9.
Weather conditions have not beor favorah!
this wecek for thocrops. The dry weather cra-
tinucs, and Thursday and Friday wero hot and
wiody. Opinions differ as to whether the
erops have beon permanently reduced in pros
peot, provided a favorevle chango takes placo
at once. To.day is warm and windy indica-

tious of rain, and all roports indicate rain,
There was frost on Monday, which cut wheat
jn some distriots in tho west, but with favor-
ahlo weather the grain will recover.  Tho dry
epell has caused a great deal of damage from
forest fices. In several of tho wood distriots
of Manifoba fires have beon raging this
wook. Tho interruption of traflic with the Paci

fic coast is beginuning to provean faconvenience
in somo branches of trade particularly, aad
sapplies of goods aro short insomo lines in con

sequence. All the three northern transcontin-
ontal lines are blocked, and no teaffic hos got
through this wock  The destruction to rail

way works alono musi bo tromendous, to say
nothing of thoe loss to soitlers. The interior
mountain districte as well as the coast region
are sufferiug from floods, on both sides of the
boundaty. Tho Commercial is again this weck
without any British Columbia correspondence.
It may be a week or oven lenger boforo through
railway traffic can go on. A considerablo forco
of meu has been seut from Winn!lvcg to assist
in repair works on_tho railway. The proposal
to hold a commercial convention in Winnipeg
during the week of the Industrisl Exhibition
hore, is makiog headway. Tha idea is to ou-
ablo retail merchants from provincial and terri.
torial towns to ncct and discuss matters of in-
terost to tho trade generally, Whilo there is
much talk of hard times, the holding of o fire
sale of a largo atock of dry goods and clothin

in Winaipeg has developed a tremendous cas

business. ‘L'be money has been taken in by the
thousande daily, and the rush to buy has been
30 great Yot ot times not ouly the atore itself,
but the street was blocked with ocager pur-

chasers.
Winnipeg Markets.

{All quotations, unlcss otherwise specified, aro whole
ssle for such quanutics as aro usually taken by retall
dealers, and arc subject to che usual raduction on large
quznudes and to cash discounts.)

Grocerizs—Samples received of a few Japan
teas are claimed to be of good quality, and bet.
ter value than usual. A DMontreal exchange
rays . ‘“There has been another largo lot of
Britisn Columbia salmon disposed of during the
week. We hear of one lot of 4,000 cases chang-
ing hands atabout $3.50 per caszf.0.b.at coast.”
Ra.is.ns are reported scarce and firm in outside
markets, but Canadian mark«ts have not gener-
ally followed the advance. Molasecs is easier,
Tne general situation in sugars has been easier.
Canadian refiners still quote 43c for granulated
and yellows at 33 to 3jc. New York has de-
lined on sugars, but as the froit seazon, when
the demand for sugara is large, is at haad,
prices may be sustamned in spite of an easior
outlcok. The sugar duty io tho United States,
which has been tho principal bouc of contention
in considering the new Wilson tariff bill, bas
been adopted at last by the Senate. The sched
ule imposes a duty of 40 per cent. ad valorem
on all sugars, raw aud refined, with a differ.
ential of one ecighth of a cent per pound on
sugars atove sixtesn Dutch standard, and an
additional one tenth of a ceut agaiost sugars
imported from countries paying an oxport
bounty. In consequence of tho Exing of the
duty, sugar is much firmer in_the Siates,

and New York has advanced. Iu con-
tinues the Hawaiian treaty admitting
sugara from the Sandwich Islands free

of dusy, and places a duly of two cents per
gallon on molasses testing above forty degrees
by tho polariscope. The schedule gocs into
effect January 1, 18935, and the bounty is con-
tinued until that date.

GreeN FRUirs —=Strawborries have been
scarcer this week and prices have been firm
Doalers ospocted to goi in berries from the
coast, as that district usually supplies some
vory fine beriies at this season, but the stop
page of railway traflic with tho coast on ac-
count of the floods has knooked out any hope
of gotting berries from that quarter. The orop
in the states south does vot appear to Lo very
good, judging from the limited offerings, and
it i a question if beriies will bo any cheaper
this scason. Bananas, of vory fino guality, ara
in bettor supply at ficm price, California cher-
ries aro coming forward irregularly. Orangos
aro firm, St. Michael thin rind oranges are
aniving, and will bo a littlo highor than other
sorts, Lemons aro stroager Cheaper quali
ties aro noarly oxhausted. Tomatoes are
scarco, Pricos are: California oranges, 24
to 4.60 ; Lemons, new Messinas, §3 75 to 4.50,
Bananas, $2.75 to $3.060 per bunch. Pineapples,
$2.60 to $3.00 per dozon, Strawberrics, £5 00
per case of 24 boxes. Californit cherrics, §2.25
to $250. Plo plaut, 2 to 3¢ per peund,
Califoraia comb honey, $3.60 per case of
48 scotions, New mapple sugar, 12 to 130 per
pound in 1-1b, cakes, Maple syrup, 75¢ to $1 per
gallon in wood, and $1 to 1,25 in tine, as to
quality.

Fisit—The supply of fresh f3h has been
limited, as no supplies can be brought in from
the Pacific coast. Fresh whitofish are quoted
at 5 to 6c 1b, trout at 9¢, pickerel 3 to 4o, gold-
oyes 202 per dozen. Sinoked whitefish 8c b,
do. herrings Se lb; red horriags 20c box.

Dry Goovs.—Tho outlook for coticns is raid
to bo weak, owing to the importations of Unit.
ed States cottons into castorn Canada markats,
United States manufacturers are said to be
selling, regavdl wa of cost, for cash, which ad
mits of imp~ tations where thoy could not
otherwise be imported at a profit. A reduction
of 6 per cent is «aid to have been made in some
lines of Canadian grey cottons, and while white
cottons are mnot changed, the situation
is easter. ‘The MAlonoton cotton factory
has resumed work, but at a reduction
cof 10 per cent in wages. A Montreal
journal doolares that largs importations of
English and somo United States colored cot-
tons—p..iuw, shirtings, ete.,—are beiog import.
ed on accourt of the failure of the Canadian
manufacturors to produce new patterns this
seaton. The Jmper asserts that the mills aro
running on old patterns, which are not being
accopted with favor by the trade, who have
been obliged to import to get new styles, It
is aaserted that the wollen mills are working at
less than half their capacity, owing to the
general depression in this branch, though
the uncertainty about the tariff may have
had something to do with it, The woolen mills
are now delisering fall goods to wholesalers,
and some mills are showing samples of goods
for next spring in cloths. As the tariff on
wooleas is nowx finally settled for the present
term of parliament at least, the trade will be.
gin to settle down to the basis upon which
business will be done under the new tariff con-
ditions. Travellers for jobbing houses are now
showing samples of imported and Canadian fall
goods,

Woor—There is no improvment in wool, but
on tho contrary the outlook is more gloomy
and prices are casier. Bradstreet’s last report
of the situation in the States says; ** I'ne mar-
kot continues ¢ull, with prices weaker ou larger
arrivals of now wools. Buyers will only meet
present necessities, aud ofiess of lots a2 cousd-
erable concessions for aearby delivery are not
taken. Fleece wools are scarce and the prico is
mostly nomieal, with demand very dull. Aus-
tralian wools are unchaoged, with carpet
wools dull and featuceless.” In the Winnipeg
market the feeling is weaker and buyers are
trying to buy lower. Oatside p.ices will not
be paid as freely as a week or two ago. A lot
very fair wool, but burry, suld for 7ic, and
slow at that. The range of quotations for un.
washed Manitoba fleeco is 7 to 9c as to
quality. A woollen manufacturer in Ontario,

who has an agont in Winnipeg, offered to take
0,000 pounds of Maunitoba wool, i{ the agent
could buy it at 6 to 7c. The manufacturer re
ports they are buying at 8¢ at the mill in
Outario, Of course :ho agent could not buy
hero at the figures quoted,

Lruner--Tho principal featuto in lumber {se
the tenders for tho supply of tho city of Winl
vipeg for the cu rert year. At tho meot.og o-
tho city works committee this week the follow
ing tenders for the city’s lumber supply were
oponed  Hagh Law, §15 per 1,000 fect, dalis.
ered, the Rathburn Co., $15 f 0.b. care, §15.70
delivered; John Hall & Co., $16 40 delivered,
§15 25f o b ; Thos. D. Robinaon, $14 Jelivered:
D. E, Sprague, $13 00 delivered; G. W, Mur.
ray, $14 75 f.u b., $16.25 delivered; Dick, Baos
ning & Co., $1425 fo b, $15.76 delivered
Arbuthnot, §15.25 delivered. D). K. Sprugﬁr'a
tender was recommended for acceptance, 131
year the lowest tendor was §17.20. This prico
for last year was considorably under tho asso.
ciation list price, und the irm which recoived
the contract, along with another firm, wore
susponded by the association for cutting under
the list price. This year there appears to have
been keener competition for the contract. Tho
stoppsge of railway traflic with the coast has
out off supplies in shingles and somo lines of
lumber w{: ch are nceded. Thereare buildings
undor construction where plans had beon made
for usivg some British Columbia lumber, and
ths (;hortago of supplies is provingvery awke
ward.

Booms A¥h Snoks AvD Leatiee.—A Moo-
treal report aays of the shoe trada: ¢ Ver
little has so far beon done on fall orders, whicl
-are coming in very alowly, the only business of
any account being in the sorting trade, orders
in this tine having increased during the week
but on the wholo maoufacturera report things
unsatisfactory.” A Toronto report says:
*‘Manufactuters of boots and shoes are now
getting out fail samples.  In about two woeks
they will begin on fall stocks, and it is expeot-
ed that when they begin a fair demand will sot
in for the grades of leather usually in den.and
by Canadian manufacturers,  Sales of leather
have been mostly of small lots to local manu-
facturocs,  There is a limited demand for sole
for export, but prices must be low to admit of
busincss. Two cars of sole weie shipped to the
British market yesterday."

HARDWARK AND METALS.

HarbWARE AND MEeTALS.—Rope ix firm,
Eastern advices report an advanoco of § to l¢ in
sisal and }c for man:la, This firmness in sisal
and manilla cordage will make the market for
birder twine also firmer.  United States pig
iron has been coming into western Oatario
freely, and has beon extendiog its field east-
ward, until it is 2aid agents have been trying
to sell in Montreal, but they can hardly com-
pete with Canadian pig as far east as Montreal,
with tho duty against them, Cut nails are
firmor oast, and manufacturers of wire nails are
said to be bebind with their orders, to the an-
noyance of jobbers. There is not much change
io the lacal situation,

PAINTS AND OILS,

PaINTs, O1LS, ET(.—Eastern manufacturers
of linsced oil have advanced prices lec, bus
jobbers have not all followed the advance, and
there is no change in the local market. Tuy.
pontine is unchanged, though quotations are
shaded for large orders,

PerroLecs Ois—Last week wo referred to
the proposed change of the fire or flash test for
refined petroleum in Canada. A deputation of
Potrolea refiners has since been at Ottawa to
ask tho government to reduce the present flash
teat upon Canadian oil from 90 degrees to 80.
Laat session the test was reduced from 95 de.
grees to 90, The refiners now say the teat
should be further reduced, as the present test
calls for the consumption of a large quantity
of the refived article. They also, the telegram
says, want other favors as compensation for
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