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THE OUTLOOK FOR WEEMLY PAPERS.

T 11 E Xositiott ani prospects of the weekly paper are broughlt
iito bold relief just now by the fact thiat Tlie New Vurk

1 lerald lias discontinued its weekly edition, ai the sane lime
remarking "Tihe i lerald discontinues ils weekly edition be-
cause the legitinate field of weekly news is filled to tie satisfac.
lion of the local readers by coutnty and town papers." Current
tendencies certainly xiant to a day wlen lite weekly editions of
city dailies will be discontinaued. Several forces work iii this
direction suscriptions bsate been gradually put down to un.

profitable rates througlh comspeition with local papers, and hie
compeltitions with other city weekly edtions is also very keen.
Consequently, deiendeice is niow placed ona advertiseients for
a profit, and in years gole by tiis used to be a paying depart.
nient in the oftice. But advertisemsents for tle weekiv editions
show a tendency to dwindle. They are nîecessarily restricted.
because they maust flot lie allowed to encroach on the niews
space--the principal feature in the success of the city weekly
bcing lie enormius nass of readinîg matter. With few adver-
tiseencts, high prices had to le ciarged, and these it is nlot so
easy to obtain nîow. The fatest nove in the city weekly field is
signiicant. One of the big Canadian dailies is offering. as an
inaduceient to firmas .advertisisg in hie daily. a free insertion in
hIe weekly editioi. This will ptobably prove a valuable lever
iii fosterinîg city advertising, and should lite sanme policy be foi-
lowed bîy ohlier papers, lie weekly edition would soon cease to
le anaything but a source of loss. The local weeklics would
then be monopoilists in tieir own field, a state of thiings with
whici liey would lot be disposcd to quarrel.

Tiere is nlot msuch evidece thiat tihe weekly editions of city
dailies geserally are incrcasing their circulations, so that lie
weekly field ougit to iprove fron this time forward. The
policy, tlacrefore. of starting a daily paier is one ilat ougit tl
le carefully considered, unîless thu prossect of mlaakinag it pay is
bright. There have lcen cases where fear of opposition coning
in has brougit a daily into existence, and ihere have also been
instances wlere daily ventures, tiat looked like psremiature cnter.

pirises, have done weil. Ilut, ii the main, tlhe cautious policy is
tihe lbest. Unfless the town is large anid the îrospfect of a gener-
ous advertising peatrosage is excellent, lite starlitig of a daily
is a iistake. There are certain large, thrivinîg places,
like l'cri. Cornwall, Si. john's, Qu-.., etc., wiere tise daily
mania has beea staved off, and ite owneurs of tise prosserous
weeklies itere du not feel sorry for resisting tlie tensdenscy.
There is a temptation ol a publisher Io legini a daily etiion on
account of tlie inîcreased political ansd other inifluenice it will
bring ; but this is a very emapty triumphîîîi after ail, andi a good.
paying weLeki is a far greater source of satisfacsti to its owner
ail round. It would b'e casier and more pbrofitable if publisiers
worked dite weekly as long as peossible.

This question of tlie frequetcy of publieation has beena
under disutssios in lie United States, and dte publislers of The
Frankfort (Kansas) Twice.a.Week have b-ein giving their reasons
for favoring a sess.weekly edition. They coitenid tiat liey
make maore money by issuinig twice a week. Tlae additional
expensec was saot lound to be as large as would ai first seemt. A
saaller papier was issucd, maiking it casier to handle, while lie
extra cost for paper, thelighs mre, was alot double lby any smieans.

hliere was nio iicrease of wony. As to tie iicrease of revenue
derivel fron doubling lie sumber of issues in a ycar, the pub-

lidiers aver that, after tryinag the esperiment for nearly a year,
they are convinced tlat it docs. Th'le readers naturally Irefer a
semiii-weekly issue to a single paiper per week, and freshser local
tews is claimted to be onesi of its leadsg attractions. ''ie pllt-
lishers maake the hsold predictionî thit " inside of five years the
twice.a-week coutry paper will le the rule and the weekly paper
tle excepbtiont." Tiat argunment titay le soutd in lshe Usited
States, but there is noc similar tendency in Canada. The Ottawa

plpers mamstains semai.weeklies, but the uialer of such paprs
in tiis country is limalited. Againsst 25 semti weeklies ia the
iDominton there are S596 weeklies. That tells the taie.

Blut the Ottata case is peculiar. putm .%ssi lput us:
asked Mr. P. 1). Ross, of The Jurtnsal, for his oiliol, and it!
replied: " Ail ite Ottawa English dailes psubtlisI semati-weekly
editions. Thiat they do so rather lisat puilisi weeklies is due

practically tu one reasons. They Ibelieve that they cati hiold
tieir local fi..'d better against the 'Montreal and Toronto
weeklies.

Shlie Maontreal Star puflishes an excellent wele-page
weekly. The Toronto 'Mail publishes a gooti weekly on terms
which, wiei country paiblisiers foolishly combine with it, place
ite Torontuo paper in couttry homnes ai froua z5 tu 50 cents a
year. To ctaaalele against The Star's twelve pbages or Thc
lail's iow price, the Ottawa publisiers have eithler to spbenad a

good deal of masonsey in tlie hope of hlolditng tieir ownm over a
wide field, or to iubalisI twice a %veek and resaais certain of a
ntarrower field at fair prices. Thley pîrefer tu publish twice a
week.

" Each issue oflie Ottawa seaai-weeklies is four pages, su nat)
more white paper is used than ita an eight.page weekly. The
ads beitg twice inscrted, lite piuitisiaers gel a better pritce, ai
caan, therefore, he coteta with fewer ads and trensch hltte more
on the rcatlng space than ils a weekly. The fretl:ency of issue
gives additionaal value to dit local counitry ntews. Tiere is twice
tlie trouble of aitaniissg, but only lialf the trouble of keepinag ssat-
ter standing, o o verhauling it so as not to le loto big behiid
tlie timtes.

"lc Citizes tried a change tu a weekly last year, Ifost
scriotisly ansd returicd to lthe seiii-wekcly ilana."

A COA1PUT#TION.

Tlhere as enterprise added to public !iit mn a nze coulpe.
tition just annoitccd iy The Si. Thoias Journal. .\ mseeiulag
of imtebttiers of tie. Elgisa ilistorical and Scientific institute Lad
cxiressedt ait opinion favorable lo at complte history of site
couty. Tie Journal has tierefoîre ctidiletl on a prze history
completition which wil secure fnss fromt every shtooil
section ins lite couty and get logethser lte very kti il o simaerial
tcqtiredl for a Comaplete story repbresentlative tif cetry lart of
Elgina. I.Cadinig ien have lbes apiinted as jaudîges. Irizt.s
will l'e givein for lite Iest kecl of cach schlamia section. This
means aoî siver anatd seven gtold tit-dails, sI that a very comptallre
ienîsive work tiust resutlt. Elgisa Couaity will gaini mstutl frot
The Journal's history compeitia, and ils conistiltsnency ai
readers should fee proportionately grateful.

" You wish a position as proofreader ?" "Ves, sir.- " I l>.
you understai lte reuirements ?" "'ifectly. sir. Whslen
ever you make asy mistakes is lite paler, jut laimtleit titi

amse, and l'il sever say a word."
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