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. woxtrs somsilive” plato was oxposed to the light of a parafiine candle | Tacitus:—* lic tells n fine story pliinly.”

o THE CRITIC. T

patte of the plate may bu expoeed for differont poriods without woving the | it, yot if indulged in to too great an oxtent, it is apt rather to weaty the
source of light, a course which greatly simplilies tho experiment. reador than othorwise, Now, Macaulay not only balauces word against word

In order to test in a rough manner whothar a light ‘shining on a plate| in short clauses, but ho oven balances sentence against sentence, and clauso
for a unit of timo ptoduced the same offoct as a light of doublo tho inteneity | agaiust ulause, aud eometimes cven pumgraph ngrinst pavagraph.  Let a few
shining for half the unit of iime, one half of A Wrutton and Wainwright | examples eullico to show this murked Ieaturo in his stylo. 1a says of

In this scutenco it may bo scon
‘thnt ho Lalauces one word almost against the othor. .Again, spenking of

f William tho third’s Loaring lowards Scotland, ho says ;:—** e dared neither
similar candles for a period of twonty sccends. On dovoloping, tho two | to refuso his assent to any Luglish law jujuriouy to the trade of Scotland,

halves of the plate appeared to bo of about tho same darkness. This oxpori- | nor to give his assent to any Scotch law, injurivus to the trade of Fuglaud.”"
ment was repeated with differont modes of dovelopment, but whether the | And a littlo furthor on he says -~ flad thero been an nmalgumation of the
developing prooegs was carried so far as to causo tho tints to bo very donso Nierarchies, there never would huvo been an amalgamation of the nations ;
and opaque, or whother tho dovelopmont was manipulated so as to give , successive Mitchels would have fired at succvssiva Sharpes ; five genorations
faint tints, thé two halvos of the plate appeared of nbout tho samo density. . of Claverhouses would have butchered five generations of Crinerons.” In

In order to carry this oxperiment furthor an opaque screen was made, ' this sentonco ke balances ono clausa agaiust the other, und it likewise affords
corresponding to tho size of-the photographic plates experimented with, A | an instauco of tho use of a favorite figurs of a}u-och of hix, viz, tho figure of
quarier of the scroen was cut away, so that by placing tho scrven in frout | Synectdoche, or usivg a past for the wholv. Iut of this anon
uf the plato snd turning it round, four successivo oxposures uf arcas touching '~ Now tho readors of our two authors, canuot fuil to observe the marked
one another could be made upon the same plate. differonco thore is Yelween tho furmation of Macaulay's nnd Carlyle's sen-

A Wratten and Wainwright “ oxtra sensitive " plato was exposed iu this | toncos respectively. Nor can this diilorence bo sufliciently indicated by
manner to the light of » candlo, protectod from currents of air, so {hat tho ; morely stating the fact that the senteyves of tho formor aro modeled on the
1st quattor of the plate was exposed for 18 seconds to the caudlo al aj pariodie, aud those of tho latter on the loose etructure. For theres are other
distance of 2 feot ; tho 2nd quarter of the plate was oxposed for 40} seconds | peculiaritivs in Carlylo’s sentences, which the above techuical term does not
{o the candle at a distanco of 3 feol; tho 3rd quarter of tho plale was|oxpress. Thoro is, for instsuce, a yuggedness, irregularity, and abrupiness
exposed for 72 seconds to tho candlo at a distance of - foot ; the 4th quarter, in his soutences, amounting at times tu curelessness; for ho coins words
of the plate was exposed for 112} seconds to tho candle at a distanco of 51 freoly, he continually omits such pirts of speech as the definite and indofin-
feet. The exposures were made with as great accurucy as possible, the | ite articles, uses nouus sowatimes Sor verbs ovor, und not unfrequently makes
driving clock of my teleacope, which can be mado to tick ut poriods of 1% {use of n now syntax of his own, Theso pecnlinrities caused one of his
seconds, being uged to weasure the exposurcs. On developivg tho plato 1t | numerous critics to say, that “of his sentences, perhaps nine-tenths do uot
was found that all four quartors of the plate appeayed sbout equally opaque. | stand on their legs.” In spito, howevor, of thi. ruggeduces and irrogularity
It will be noticed that tho duratibus of the oxposures are invorsely as the ! which characterises his style, his santonces, novertheless, seom to flow on in
squere of the distance of the source of light. Several othor plates woro musical rythm, as Macaulny’s do, but with this differonce, that the oune ~opro-
oxposed with longer and ehorter poriods of exposuro, varying inversely assents as il were the melodious harmonies of a Mercadante, which flow on
the squars of the distance of the candle. The platos were always doveloped | ovonly and sweetly from bar to bar; whilet the other ropresonts the bold,
by being entirely immersed in the doveloping solutions, so that all parts}yot melodious harmony of a Bach ora Ilethoven. This pecalior ruggedness
would presumably bo cqually acted upon. In overy instanco tho four|of style is not eo spp.rent in Carlyle's earlior casays, such, for iustince, as
yuarters of the plate are.s0 ndarly cqual in density that it is difficult to | his paper on Boswall, in volume IX of his miscallaneouns, and especially his
&ecido with certainty which is tho darkest. lifo at Schiller. This, no doubt, may bo attributed to the fact that he

In one of the louger exposures, where the four quarters of tho plato | studied them miore carefully than hie lator writings.  As au wstanco of this,
were expoeed for 25 minutes, 9 wminutus, 4 minutes, and 1 winute, at dis- | I shall hero qquoto two sontonces taken at random, the one from hislifo of
tances of 36 feet, 9 feet, 6 feet, and 3 feot, respectively, there is a alight | Schiller, the other from his history of the Freuch Revolutivn, Speaking of
difference of density perhaps dus to the unequal burning of the candle, but | Schiller, ho says :=-*1lis offect on tho mwiud of his own couatry, has boen
the difference ia so slight that a friend, to whom I showed this plate, selected Jdeoy. and universal, and bids fair to be abiding, his offect on other coun.rivs
the two upper quarlers 8 being less donre than the two lower quarters, and | must in time be cqually decided ; for such nobleuess of heart and soul
when I romoved the plate and turned it upside down, on proesenting it to shadowed forth in beautiful imperishible omblems, is a freasure which
him a second timo he ngain chose the two upper quartors as less donse than belguys, not to one uation, but to all”  Iu his I'rench Revolutios, speaking
the two lowor quarters. of the Ravolutionists as * Gielic Fire,” he says:— The veady Gielic Fire,

Theso sxporiments seem to prove that for faint illumination, such as that | we can romark further,—and remark not in Pichegras only, but in innum-
derived from a candle, the following law of hotograpbic action is either erable Yoltaires, Ricines, Laplaces, no loss; for a man, whethor he fight, or
true, or £0 approxiwately true, that for all ordinary purposes the deviatious sing, or think, will remain the same unity of a man—is admirable for roast-
from the law, if any, may Le neglected. ing oggs, in every coucvivabloseuse” The bold mnanerin which the above

The phofograrliéc trace left wpon & plate is divectly proportional tu the paronihetical clauses are ruggedly placed hetwewvn the principal parts of the
intensity of the light, and to the duration of the exposure. sentenco, is vory romarkable. :

Having eatisfied myself with regard to this law, I proceeded to apply it Having thus seen moro or less, how our suthors stand te cach other in the
lo {esting the sensitiveness of commercial dry plates by various maLers to j two great cssentials of cowmposition, viz, vocabulary, aud structuro of son-
slight differences of illumination. The plates were placed in dark slides  tences, wo will noxt consider thom with rogand to the cmbellishwont of their
and exposed in steps by withdrawing tho shatter at intervals of seven and a | respective stylos, in other words, their use of figures of speech.
half soconds, 8o that a narrow band across the top of tho plate was exposed Macaulay is universally acknowledged to be a master of splendid imagery,
for seven and & half seconds; a band of similar width immediately below jaud he anhancas this power not only by painting in the most brilliant-colors
{t was exposed for fifteon séconds ; the band below this was oxposed for the scenos and evonts which he is deseribing, butalso by suggesting thoughts
twenty-two and a half seconds, and so on to tho bottom of the plate. to tho mind of tho reader congenial to the events thus described. I cannot

On some of the commoner plates when developed only aix steps can be vxplain my meaning botter than by quoting one of the most renownod pas-
counted. The density of the photographic action increases gradually to tho | 8agos to bo found amongst Ius writings, a passago which has been the subjoct
botlom of the plate, but the places whero the s%ulisr has stupped cannot be  of wuch criticism, and which, though all concur in pronouncing it to bo a
recognized by any sudden chayge in the density after the sixth stop. torrent of olofuent iwagery, yet is considerod to be overdone, et cach one

1 was able to count tho greatest number of stops on a Wratten and | judge for himself. In his essay on Warren Hastings, describing tho appoar-
Wainwright ¢ extra sensitiva ” plate exposed to the light of a candlo at a |auco of Westminaster Hall, and those present at the trial, ho says:—*“ The
distance of 4 feet. On this eightean ateps could be counted with certainty, | grey old walls were hung with sesrlet. Tho long gallerics woro crowded by *
and possibly nineteen when the plate’ was ‘oxsmined ogainst a backgrouﬁd an audience such as rarely vxcited the fears, or the emulation of an orator.
of cieer sky. Thero were gathered togethor from all parta of a great, free, enlightened,

The Wrillen and Wainwright plate would not register a difloronce and prosporous cmpire, graco and femalo loveliness, wit and lonrning, the
between the illumiuation given by 20 and 21 candles ; and the differenco of | represontatives of every scionco and_of every art. ‘T'hero were seated round
the density of the photographic tint produced by the illumination of 19 and | the Queen the fuir-haired youny daughters of the House of Brunswick.
snd 20 candles was only recognized with difficulty and doubtfully, The | Thore tho ambassadors of great kings and commonwealths gazed with admi- -
pholographic plate is therefore much less sensitive than the eyo for detecting | ration in a spoctacle which no .other vountry in the world could present.
small differences of illumination. R. L. Thero Siddons, in the prime of lier majestic beauty, locked with emotion on

a sceno surpassing all the imitations of the siago, Thero tho historian of the
= v——— Romun Empire thought of the days when Cicero pleaded the cause of Sicily

shielded frow currents of air at a distance of fivo feot for a poried of forty
seconde, and the other hulf of tho plate was expoted to the light of two

J—

. |¥oR THE ORITIO.] - against Verres, and when, beforo a sm]mlo which still fx-ot,af'gnml sor'i:‘o show of
, . AT Ary ge freedom, ‘Tacitus thundered against the oppressor of Africa. There wero
MACAULAY AND CARLYLE. | seeh, aid’e by side, tho groatest paintor, and the greatest schelar of the age.
THEIR STYLES,” AB AUTHORS, CONPARED, + Tha spectacld he- allured Roynolds from that casel which hay preserved to
. us tho thoughtfu: forolieads of so many writers and statesmen, and tho sweol

(Oontinued.) 3

. swiles of so wany noble matrous. It had induced Parr to suspend his
Macaulsy's soutences aro, for the wost part, pariodic in their structure, | labors in that dark snd profound mine from which ho had extracted a vast.
and henco his writings are considored to be the finest speciincus of this styloin | tressure of erudition, a treasuro two often buried in the camh, teo often
the English language. But in addition to his seatences being periodic, they | paraded with injudicious and inelegant ostentation, but still precious, mas-
210 what are called balanced sentences. Most of bis readors, howover, will | sivo dnd splondid. Thoro appoared tho voluptuous charms of her to whom
agres that he carries this balauced structuro too far. Fer although this style { the heir of the throno had in secres plighted his faith. Thero, too, was sho,
of witing gencrally produces a plessant and soothing offect, aud renders the | tho beautiful mother of 3 boautiful race, tho Saint Cecillia, whoso delicate
reading uxiremely easy, on account of the musical vythwm that is produced by | foatures, lighted up by love and music, art has 10scued from the common




