THE CRITIC.
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1
What had Miss Novillo enid in that other lotter of hers? Why was I 0]
corifoundedly mystorious? Had she montioned him? and eo forth, I
could’only roturn fooble and «vasive replies, which, of courso, did' not
satisfy him, To tried wheedling mo and he tried bullying me, but ho
might just ns woell have talked. to n stono wall. The secoret, I rosolved,

should unly bo dragged frum me with my life, and at last he gave it up,
and subsided into a state of silont and subdued ferocity which made mo ox-
ceedingly uncomfortable.

But when we reached our camp there was good nowa for us, and Perci-
val camo out of tho sulks on hearing that thie tracks of a wholo bear family
— father, mother, and two cubs—had been soen on the frushly fallen snow
not a couple of yniles away. Tha guides hiad alrsady arranged.vur plan of
action for tho wi0rrow, and pretonded, as thoso follows always do, to bo so
intinately acquainted with tho habits of bears in general as to know to
a nicoty what their programme would bo too. Patorfamulins, we wero
informed, would start with break of day for the higher pustures above the
village of El-Plan, whither somo Spanish shepherds wero known to have
takon their flocks. The mother and cubs would: probably remain either
among or above the pino wouds which clothed the svuthorn side of our
valley. Now. if tho south wind leld, what we had to do was siuple
enough. Wo had ouly to mount the oppusite slupes towarda the sput whuroe
the tracks had been seen, and there was little danger of vur nounting rv
high as to_plice ourselves between the wind and vur game. It vas further
considered:advisable that we shuuid geparate into two parties, one of which
shuuld havo for jts object the destruction of Mr. Bruin, while the other
should account fur Mrs. B. and the children. The arrangement was not
agreed to without some discussion and alteruative suggestivus—for Percival
always hated to do as he was wid’, but it wae the vno finady advpted , aud
whon the morning broke soft and cloudy, with a light broeze b.owing in
our faces, Percival and his party set off to the westward in the direction of
El-Plap, I aud mine heading for the pine wouds immediately facing us. .

“That ought to_give you the best chancg, Qliver,” said wy friead, gen-
orously, as wo parted. .

1 don't know when T have passed a more (huroughly cumfurticss hour
than that wo spent in clambering ap through those dense wouds. The
muuatain side was very precipitous, we had to advanco as gingorly as pos-
sible, su as to avoid making a noise, and wheaever I slipped o tred vn a
dry twig Jean-Piorre, the chasseur who was in command of me,.turned
round, making hidecus faces, and cursed mo undur his breath.  Further-
“more, 1 coulda't holp thinking that, if the bear chouvse to appear suddenly
at this stage of the proceedings, it would be an awkward business for all
‘of us.

Wo, encountered no bear in the: woods, but_whon, at length, wo rose
above the region of troes and emerged upon a strotch of. coarse grass, wo
were rewarded for vur climb.by discuvering traces which there was no mis-
taking upon a patch of the fast-melting snow. Tolluwing these up hope-

fully, wo soon found ourselves upon the cdgo of atolerably extensive snow |

_field, across which the tracks wero so distinet that-Joan-Piorro doclared that
they wore not an hour old. He further professed to Lo able to seo that the
beast had been moving upwards at a leisurely pace, having no suspicion of
being pursiied, and prophesied that wo shuuld catch him up on sdme cliffs
to which he pointed, and which ho caloulated that it would. tako us soma-
thing like an hour to reach.

I was vory glad when we did reach thom, for loiling up-hill through
soft snow is not my notion of eujoyment, but L was not particularly san.
guinoe as {0 tho chance of Bruin’s having had the civiliyy to wait for us,
and, once upon the bare rocks, we had no longer any clow to guide s to
his whereabouts. Jean-Pierre, nevertholess, continued to bo full of corfi-
dence.  He went on ahead, skirting the face of tho precipice, whero there
was just foothold and no more, and tho rest of us followed. Aftera timeo

“ho held up his hand to stop us, bent down and examed the rock whore a |

slight spriokling of snuw had ludged, advanced a littlo way, cane back
again, and then, pointing to a deep. cleft just in front of us, exclaimed,
“I cstla 1" ’ _ .

I was at onco'posted at the .ntrance of this fissure, and warned—in
order o steady my nerves, I suppose—that if I missed I was a dead man;
after which a stone was thrown in. No resull. A second, and a larger
one, however, clicited a deep ge-r r 1, which put an end to all doubt.

‘ Attention, m'sicur, 81l vous plait " sang out Jean Pierro, and I fired
into the chasm.

Inmuwediately n largo, dark mass hurled itself out through tho smoke. T

supposo I mest havo taken aim, though I can’t say that I have any recul-
lectivn of doing so, for the next instant a fine large bear lay stono-dead at
my feet.
. ’ Well, I dare say we kicked up rather more row over it than we need
have done (Percival declared aftorwards that ho could have heard us yolling
ten miles away), bat I think perhaps it might court asan oxtonuating cir
cumstauco that this was my first bear. As for tho natives, of course thoy
ought to have known better.

So fur overything had gone quite according to .programmo, oxcopt that
it was tho old he-bear. not his partner, that I had killed; but now came

the question of whethor we vwere to rest satisfied with what we had accom
plished aad return to.camp, ur whethet wo should push on and try to offect
a junction with Percival., .

After somo debato it was agreed that Jean-Tierro and I should adopt,
tho lattor courso. I quite admit that this was all wrong, but I was flushed |
with succoss, and 1 thuught, supposiug that Percival should happen to miss, ;
what a thyusand pitics it would bo that there shouid nut bo sumcbudy as
hand to.back him up. .

( To b6 continued.) ~
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If yuu find it Jitheult te read the above,
obtain a padreof LAURENCE'S SUPERIOR
SPECULACLES, which will enable you to
rerul the finest print.  Agent for these Supe.
rior.L.enses, J.GODFREY SMITH,

* London Drug Store, 147 Hollis Street

TEAS!

248 hf. chests, Ex NEWCASTLE CITY.
{08 hf. chests, Ex YORK CITY.
450 hf. chests, Ex ELYSH.
100 hf chests, Ex GOTHENBURG CITY.
(00 hf chests, Ex AUSTRIA.
602 Packages, Ex CALEDONIA.

Al LUWEST RATEs.

J. E. MORSE & CO.,
et 'I‘ca\{lmporém.
R il 18 T

PIANO FORTE TUNING.
“ D. M. REID,

Tuning lnstructor at the Halifax School
for the Blind. -

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

—

PIANOSTUNED BY THEYEAR

Onlers may Lo left at
The Critic Office, 161 Hollis Street ;
‘The School for the Blind, Mor-
nis Street; or at G. S. Jones,
Corner Granville and
Sackvillo Streets.

Read the fullowing Testimonial :—

We lave tnurch pleacare in stating that
Mr. D. M. Reil has been employed by usfor
the last four or five years in Tuning Pianos.
and that wo can heartily recommend him as
a mast eflicient and careful Luner

MILLER BROS.,
ilealers in ’ianos and Urgans.

Charluttetown, Scpt. 9th, 1883.
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Refined Sugars !

, THE
Halifax Sugar Refining Co,,

(Limited.)

This REFINERY situated at Wondside,
Dartmonth, Halifax Co,, is prepared to sup-
ply the Wholerale Trade throughout the
Country with the best Reficed Sugara at
Inwest market prices  For terms an fpricca
apply to

S. CUNARD & €0,
Agents Halifax Sugar Refining Co..(Lime'd).
Uppor Water Streot, Halifax.

NOW OPENING

NEW FALL. STOCK

DRY GOODS,

WHOLESALE,

Qornez Duke and Granville Sts.

CHEESE! CHEESE!

300 Finest Canadian CHEESE,
IForssleby

‘C. W. OUTHIT,
118 iarrington Stroet.

B. A. SMITH.
33 to 37 George St.
WHOLESALE

DRY GCODBN.

STOCK now Complote overy
Departmeont. .

in

SPECIAL LINES OF NEW

Fancy Goods.

Targe Stueh well wurthy the attention of
Close Buyers.

THE LONDON

RUBBER STAMP CO.

1217 Hollig Street, Halifax, N. S.

Manufacturer of Rubber Stamps fcr
Banks, Railroads, and Offices.

&F >tamps Licaned, Altered and Repaired.

Ageuts Wanted.

JUST RECELVED.

Boys' Suits from 81.25 upwards,
Infants’ Robes, with Bonnet, $%:29%.

—a
Children’s Dresses, Tires, Pinafayew, Xprons,

&c, &c.. at
R. ¥. McC'OLL'S,

232 Argyle Street North Colonfal Maskee,

APPLES! APPLES!

1250 bLlx  Assorted APPLES, at lowers

\Wholesale Ratea.

C. W. OUTHIT,
118 Barrington Street.

CHINAW ARE!
J. R. JENNETT,

~——1NTURTLR OF ——

CHINA,
GI::\SS,
EARTHENWARE,

Lamps & Fixtures
ELECTRO-PLATE, &c.
161 and 74 Pentagon Buildings.

TO FARMERS.
LOBSTER GUANO.

This concentrated, powerful and valuable
ferlilizer in now shipped, unscreened, at $25,
aud fine screcoed, 30 per ton of 20001be., X
barrels nt haga £, o. b. from wharf at Cape
Canro. Onlern for next meassn are booked
from thic date at Halifax, Nu. 67 Hollia
Street.  Une ton of this Guano apread broad-
cast on a field with a sowing drill or other
wise, is oqnal in effect to fifty tons of common
JoLster wanlo A8 nOW ured, bt has no perni-
clous omanation wor uapleasant wdor. It
Ueing a tino, dry and roluble pdwder, ita
action and amsimilation are immediate.

.For farther Ahn:timhra apply to alov
addresx ar LO- Bax 33, .




