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teign has been an eventful ono alnoad, aml thero is plenty of glory to think
about, plenty of blood-bought victories have bren won, plemty of foreign
possersions added to the Mhitish crown,  But the cost has been great, and
the wike citizen i3 sighing for peace, knowing that there is much to be done
at home,

“1 will be go_d,” was the childlike 1esolution of the little Prineess
Vietorin, when she first Jearned that she was to inhent the thvono of the
areatest kingdom on varth,  That varnest purpose has been the key-noto of
the Queen's life and aims,  Need it be said that it has been fraught with
oven greater good to the people of England than George the Third's resolu.
tion to be a king was attended with evil 7 Seldom in the history of Fug-
laud has there been more urgent need of good example in high places than
when Victoria came to the thione,  T'wo dintken debauchees had just pre-
ceeded her in that Ligh station. Their companions were congruml, and
their courts weio largely formed after their tastes,  Good peopin thero
were coming and going among the companions of royally ; but they wero
good under difieulties.  We in this 1especinble age can seacely imagino
the coarseness, thy extravaganee, the low hullovnery, which centred w the
palaces and 1esorts of our sovercigns,  Still less can wo uwnderstand the
easy indulgence showsn to the royal vices by people who wero themselves
virluous,  Gamblers, prizo fighters, jockeys, all whose veoupations wera sup-
posed 1o require a Jow type of manliness, were osteemed the proper com-
panious of princea. People smiled to sen the King of England drive up to
the prize-ring in company with ono of the pugiists, The coarse practical
jokes which the mweagre wit of a drunken prinee waz capable ot perpatrat-
ing were the admiration of his subjects,  But the youny Princess Victoria
had been kept alwost entirely away from the atmosphere of her uncle’s
court.  Shortly after her accession, Greville wroto of hor :— It ix, in fuct,
the remarkable union of nuvetd, kindness, nature, good nature, with pro-
priety and lignity, which nakes hev so admirable nud so endearing to those
about her ng sho certainly is. 1 have Leen repeatedly told that they aro all
warmly attached to her, hut that all feel the impoxibihty of for a mmuent
losing sight of the respect which they owe her” ‘The influence of her
strictly-ordered life began at a critical time in the history of the country. !
People wero growing disgusted with royal debauchery. .\ change was
taking place in public sentiment.  Cettain indications had set hopeful men
thinking of a new and better eva  Ihe Reform 1al) of 1832 had at length
struck ot the root of the great defects in the franchise.  The eflects of tho
reform of the criminal law in 181 wero becomng apparent in the steady
diminution of crime, In 1833, a farther philanthropic triwmph was
achioved in the abolition of slavery thioughout the Uritish domunions.
The Catholic Emaucipation Bill of 1829 had induced a more tolerant spirit
among ditferent religious budies  About one humired miles of rulway
wero then in operation, and a few large steamers had already given ground
for hopeful speculation as tu the future modes of travel.

With tho exception of u temporary depression of trade, all omens were
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It in not my wont toindulyge in revories: but during loisure hour ] gy,
sat aimlessly sanging until my thoughts, guided by some unexpliiny.
influence, Lave becomo centred and fixed upon somo particular seeyes \
occurtences which nd for years heen buried in the deepest recowes o
momory. [t was thus with me on a bleak evening during the past wyy
1 Wi fnllen into o deep and prolonged vevorie, and fancied myself auyy |
boy in my nativo town of Wind<or, Dming this waking dream the o ey,
of my yvouth prssod rapidly before my mind’s-eye, and, in my imvanstag,
1 nggvin saw the old town as it then stood.  “There was the main street, oy,
the three glorious elms which had <o often attracted the attentigy .
strangons 3 there, too, was tho Haliburton block of buildings, whieh, wy..
the vemoval of the Haliburton fumily to Clifton, hind beon used a<an hote,
ita wings having been sub divided into shops and officoa,  There, tu, « .
the little brown house at the corner, over the sito of which tho appli |4,
trains of Annapolis now piss.  The recollection of such familisr wipye
recalled to my mind the oceupants of thess old-time \Windsor dwollmgs, v,
at Jength my thoughts became tixed upon the shop of Isvie Lowis, whyy
occupied ono end of the low, brown corner-house to which I have ref i
Isadte Lewis, its proprictor, a voritable Jow, was standivyg, ns of yure, 1.1+,
Lis little counter, vainly endeavoring to adjust his spectacles xo thy ),
might examine moro closely one of the antiquated watches which he 4y
taken from its acenstomed placo in the window. How long these vl ay
watches had hung thero 1 know not ; but, staring out as they did at ey
passer-by, [ imagine their faces must havo hecomo a3 familinr to the b g
itants of Windsor ns was that of tho good-natured toll-gate keeper, Wil
Thow, or the old Jow himself. ‘The watchos, the window, tho little ey,
and lsaac Lowis appenred to stand out in bold relief against a backgronn!
of many Windsor scenes.  The old Jow, with his slight and Yendumg fer.
and his dishevelled groy tocks, his Hobrow nose aud month, lookinz st
at mo out of his keen, suspicious groy oyes, made mn feel gmlty i
uncomfortabloe, although [ cannot tell why. Ho was muttoring e wanai v
himsolf, and 1 listened and heard him in half audiblo tones repeat <p:
remarks which he Lad addressed to me whon [ wasa boy, and which | thgk
may be of interest to some of my raaders. ** Faich nation,” said s, v
prond of its great men, proud of its lawgivers, ita writera o hooks. s hyh
men, and its mighty mon of valor; but [ say unto theo, my son, that .
great men of this day and generation geasp but the shadaw of the trath.
that have been revealed in Holy Writ.  Lasting famo cannot be thewrs an;
thoy understand the truths themselves ; and a3 wo go down the eenture
their names and fame will be as if written upon water, while the tme o
our grewt Jowish loaders, such as Moses and Samuel and King Solomen
the Wise, will bo Fnown in the uttermost pirts of the carth,

* Yea, my son, Jowish civilizition his had its influenco all down 1.
ages ; mankind may be uunwilling to acknowledge it, but to my peyple

favorable. In how far have the high expectations forn:ed at the commenco- despised and down trodden as thoy have been and still are, the inlutat.
ment of the reign been fultilledt  Speaking generally, the history of of the world are indebted for their present enlightenmont  Translite wr.
Victoria's reign has been a stniking illustration of the truth that peace has will the writings upon the tiblets unearthed at Nineveh, intorpret asy«
its victories as well ax war : nay more, that tho bloodless victories of peace will the hieroglyphics fonud on the tombs awd monuments in the valley o
are infinitely greater, woie Insting, more beneficent than the triwmphs of the Nilo; admive as yo will the haws and civilizations of Greocs and tiyn-,
war,  During this period the whole system of national eduncation has been "aud yet yo must admit that my people were exaltod above these heathon naue.,
built up.  Even in 1851 the amount expended by government upen educa- and that their civilizitions, comparod with that of my fathers, woroas« shalur

ticn was only £130,000; now the London school board alone expomds svven
times that amount on elementary education. In the colonies, too, the ad-
vance it popular instruction has been even greater.  When we add to the
influence of the schools the inereased facilities for travel and for postal
conmunication, the phenomenal growth and widening of the sphera of
journalism, the founding of technological institutions, the establishment of
telegraphic communication between uation and nation, between continent
and continent, wo can in somoe slight weasura realise the improvement that
has been mado in the condition of the people. At the beginning of the
Queen's reign the cost of sending a letter from London to Brighton was
cightpence; 10 Aberdeen, onc shilling threepence halfpenny; to Belfast,
one and fourpence. Higher rates were charged if tho letter was written on
mote than one side—a golden oppottunity for the inguisitive official.
Owing to the cheapness of the penuy post, introduced by Sir Rowlind
Hill in 1839, the number of letters carried in 1875 was twelve times that
of any ycar under the old system ; aud the increase continues. A writer
in the Family Herald calls to mind au Fnglish village where, in 1852, the
people did not know who the Duke of Wellington was; where such a thing
as a nowspaper had not beon seen within the wemwory of wan; where there
wete only onc or two inhabitants who had cver seen a milway-engino!  Now
the latest events in Amorican, European, or Asiatic aifiurs are kuown 1 all
corners of Fogland the day after they have occurred. When the first
feeble, timid experiment with tho electric telegrph was made in I8I7 be-
tween Euston Square aud (anuden Town, the onlookers little dreamt that,
in their own lifetime, the uttermost parts of the carth would be as the
different wards of oue city.

Any attempt at completeness in enumerating the triumphs of the presont
age would easily grow tedious. The direction of scientific research and
the character of literary cffort have been as distinctive of the titnes as tho
steam printing-press or the cleetric telegmph.  The Vietorian age is an era
by itself—an em in which all phases ot thought, ~cientific, literary, or reli-
gious, are in harmeny with the altered conditions of life-—un era in which
the great nations of tho earth are heing drawn together by the interchange

of thought, of labor, and of international courtesy.

utito sun<hing.  Yea, it is true, my son, that the gret empire under whye
thg my peopio have found peacoand liberty,can yet gathor miny useful lewans
from u closer examination of the Mosic law; and it muy coms to poss thy
these laws, antiquated as many of thewm appear, will yet form the hisis for
new imporial logislation, aud mayhap prove the solder by which the umty
of the empiro may be preserved. O, father Moses, would thit these tGep-
tilos could understand and appreciate the hw delivered to us by theo! In
it are many things which ave to them a sealed book. Uut it shall n
always be thus; tho day is oven now at hand when that glorious inxtitrtwa.
tho jubileo of tho children of Isracl, shall be closoly stwlied by the wiwa
men, If they coukl but now see the ecnity and justico of the laws whih
govera its proper ohservance, then indeed would the trumpet of the pubilee
sound with gladness throughont the land, and the people would rejoiwce,
my fathers did rejoice, even threo thousind years age. Tha* jubiles, wy
son, meant liberty and equality amonyg the inhabitants o0 the Lind of
Canazn.  With the first sound of tho trumpet every Ierachits ' hondune
and bondswoman was set at liborty, aud onco more camo into possession of
the lauds which had beon apportioned to their families by Joshur,  Duns
the yeur of jubileo no labor was performed upon the fand : my fathers sowed
not, neither did they reap; and through this wise provision the suil wu
given its needed rest, thus allowing it 1o regain its lost fertility, and pre-
veniing its becoming barren by reasou of continuous harvesting.
*Through the institution of the jubilee, land monopoly was rendued
imoesible, and capital in land being available to all the people, indusey
reaped its full and just rowand, List yo, my son, under such a law m
family could remain for gencrations in abject poverty ; for at the jubile
the Jands with which they had parted, it may be from pecessity, once agun
became their own property. Nor was this unfair to the persons who had
become the temporary owners of tho lands ; for all purchases were bwsel
upon the law, and the law provjded that in the jubiles year tho land should
rovert to its original owners : nnd hance the prices paid by purchasers vaned

according to tho nearness or romoteness of the onsuing jubilee.”

liere the old manstopped, and after a prolonged silonce, Lroken only

by the unrythmetical ticking of a dozen clocks, he continued slowly, as if



