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THE SATNDARD OF MARKSMANSHID.

Wa re-printed last week a vemarkable
article from the Pall Mall Guzetle on the ac-
curacy of small bore military rifles. In tho
article in question the results vbtained, as
it weroe incidentally, attherccent mitraillenr
trialsat Shoeburyness by the Martini Heury,
in tho hands of picked Infuntry soldiers,
wero clearly set forth, and the very obvious
but very useful morals deduced, that good
shots, armed with u rifle with wlneh it was
shown to bo possible to disalile fouiteen
encmies in two minutes ata distancce of 1200
yords, would be able to iullict swveie loss
upon troops any less well armed that may
venture to approach them: and, when lying
under cover,would b s> secupe from any
fire that thoy would Le able to take aitn with-
outdisturbance. Wo have for many years be-
forethé practical proofwas givenat the Schoal
of Gunnery, enunciated almost week by
week tho samo doetrines. and we are glud to
find that they have some chance of being
gonorally received and acted upon. [he
old theories of the valuclessness of aceurate
weapons and scientific training in their use
have been happily gradually exploded, and
wo may hopo ere long to see the British In-
fantry, both Regular and Volunteer, armed
with the best rifle in the world, and able to
use it satisfactorily. At present, whatever
may bo the defects of the arm in actual use,
and whatever may be the practical difficul-
ties in tho way of giving our soldiers renlly
practical instruction, we Lelieve that those
who have thoe government of our aumies are
alive to the real value ef accurnto slhooting
power for Infantry, and that eftorts, very
praiseworthy and very great, arc being made
to impress upon the troo_s the vital neces
8*’y of lo rning to u-~¢ their weapons pro
perly.

Butweare not sute they wli thuse dtorts
are mado in the bestmoaacer, amd we bebiove
that there is still room for some practical
suggestions as {o the mode 1 which the ad-
nmirable weapons whicli we shall soun pos.
sess may bo utilized as they ought to be.
As it is, the Regular soldiers and Militia me,
every Volunteer crack shot will agree, de-
Larred, as a rule, from cven making the
hest of their present tifles.  Lue test of
** marksmanship,’” not Ly auy means too
low for the small reward connected with
it in tho Regular service, would Le simply
lnughed at as & prize-winning test at Wim-
bledon, We venture to believe that there
is nothing to prevent our Regular troops
from equalling tho Volunteers intheir shoot
ing_power, or even surpassing them. [t
seems indeed wonderful that, consideting
the opportunities at tho commiund of the
professional forces, the results of Wimble-
don should not Lave Leen, long ere this
time, turned to practical account. The Vol-
unteer rifloman shoots when he Las time to
lose, the Regular Infantry soldier has nothing
but soldiering 1o do, and therescems no
reason why he should no¢ spend some con
siderable part of this time in learning to
use the weapon to the practical employment
of which all his other traming can only be a
means, with at least as much effect as his
dmateur comrade. But, as we have often
pointed out, although the virtuo of musketry
instruction 18 admitted, matters are coorder
ed, even up to the present time, that the in
stracsion is in effect only a collateral part of
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cd under tho present system, there can bo
but little hope that it will bo anything clse.
Wo have no hesitation in saying that at least
half tho timoe now devoted to barrack yard
drill and the numutae of military foppishness, |
ought to be spent before the targetsorin
direct preparation for them, 'Tho English
man of all classes is, ns the experience of
tho past cleven years has shown, & born rifle
shot, Trom carl down to artizin everyone |
takes to it naturally, and there i3 in Great
Britain scarcely a company of Voluntcers
which does not contiin several erack shots,
and many others who only want more lei-
sure to become such. O all peoplo in the
world, why, onoe miy -urely ask, arvo the pro-
fessional suldiers the unly ones who cannot
compete on equal termy with civilians in
what jt woull appear o ght to be thewr own
speciality I The aaswer, ol course, is simp]o‘
cuough, that they have nether amumunition |
v practice with, unor wny but tho mosy,
ticager tewards 1o shoot for, and that their
time s 50 taken up with learning o mach,
past a General in the numerous mades laid
down in the Red Book, that a fow weeks at
the most in the year is the utmost time that
can be deyoted to the abhorred musketry.
Ior steange us it may appear, this art of
rille shooting, so fascinating to the cividan,
has been made positively distasteful to the
soldier. Tho Volunteers, certainly the finest |
marksaten in the world, have found by ex
perience that eternal position drill, and lee-
tures on the trajectory and tho laws ol pro
Jjectiles. are nst what gives them prizes at
Wimbledon. Uive the soldier equal oppor-
tunities ol p1 1ctice, and indueements, which
may be humble enough, to shoot, and we
may depeud upon it that the latent gifts of
a suflicient proportion of the Army will be
soon sufliciently developed to give us a
body of ma hsmen really fit to be entrusted
with the Lest ritle in the world.

1t will, however, we fear, take some timeo
Lefore any Government wo may have will
have suflicient Loldness tou carry out any
comprehensive schemo of the nature indi-
cated. Such a scheme would mvolve not
ouly a considerable expenditure for ammu
nilion and prize money, but an entive redis-
tribution of the. soldicr’s duties and the
wholesale excision of a1l those not absolute
ly essential, to give tune for rifle practice|
for those who showued any aptitude for it.
Even now, however, the Volunteers may, if !
perinitted, lead the way in a divection which
sooner or later must be taken by alt Infan
try. Lhe shuoting capabilities of the Vol-
unteers are, 1t is admitted, far in advance of
thie regulation tests applied to them. Iet
us avail ourselves of this to show what can
be done by mihtavy riflemen, to whom the
ordinary class fiting is meio child's play.
Give honors to those arksien, and to them
ouly, who show that they have really attain-
ed to thut high stindard of shooung with
whicli in piice shovting we are so faailiar,
and who comnbiae it with « thorough know
ledge of military duties. The test can
hardly be 00 searching. Lut every man
who is capable of making such scores as we
sce winning prizes at Wimbledonshould not
be 12ft to be what | termed a mere shooting
man, but should le c¢ar maiked as a veal
marksman, fit to check an advancing column
or pick off the gunncrs of n field bat-
tery with «  Martini-Henry long before
he himself cwm be e¢ven seen distinetly
by the cnemy.  The - ihree stars” e
coveted eagerly enough, and still higher
honors would be still mors zealously sought
for, and every battalion of Volunteer In-
fantry would goon lhiave in her ranks a body

of picked shats, really fit to take the respon-
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sible places in which the lato ol. Browste,
used to place his so-called **marksmen,”
whom Coﬂoncl Eyre, of Nottingham, is now
trying to revive, Wo wouid in no way In.
terfero with tho present system of class fip.
ing, winch, if carried fuirly out, results i
tho Voluntecisatloast, in the training of o
large number of men to some uso of thei
weapons, but wo would allow the  gren
shots Hf the force to obtain *‘honors™ at the
targety, ~hich would end-in_the production
of & Jarge class of trained riflemen, why
could be trusted todo every thing their rifles
could do, ard whoso mere existenco might
probably induce our rulers to extend the
scheme to tho regiments of the lme.  We
arono favourers of corps d'¢lile, but the
picking out and encouragenient of at least .
fuw of the latent Rosses and Camerons of
dler Majesty's Army is in no way ogen te
objection.  But we much fear that for the
present the performance of intricate manwen
vres nover to bo used in the field will occupy
geacrals and colonels to tho exclusion of ali
sucli trifles as the use of the rifle in anything
like a ronlly scientific mauner.— Volu.ite,
Sercice Gazelle.

——————
TUE BEARTHQUAKE IN NXEW YORK
CITY.

Thoe New York newspapers of Friday
teem with accounts ol the earthquake.
which on Thursday forencon shook aml
frightened Gotham, as it &id other plaras
of lesser notoanad lesser wickedness. The
printing offices seem to have come in for
more than thete full share of the shaking,
and some of them were on the point of
setting material for a sensation at their
own expense. Lho New York Torld prides
itself on having cxperienced more vibrat
ions than any other journal, save the Clj‘;
per. & paper whose disappearance would
have been no loss to the mmorals of the com ¢
munity.

The Turld tells its story as follows :

The carthquake which y estorday amid the J8
gloomy rain of the forenoon, thrilled th. gl
city, was very sensibly felt in the Hor,
Lulding. At about 11: 10 ono of the geu.
lemen upon the v id staff, while stan
ing Ly a large table containing the morni
papers, and bending over une of tho ay
joutnals, became awwie of a momentsy
dizziness, accompanied by a sensation as .
about to fall, which at the tinme made the
impression upon lim that ho was assailal
by a slight vertigo. Immediately there
after came several distinet, heavy, dul.
sounds, liko thoss produced by tho jar v
very pouderous machiaery, a deep tremou
throughout tho Luilding following euh
sound. At the same time as this teti
mony is aflforded from the World rooms w
the upper floor of the building, thero wa
observed in the editorial apartments of the
Lurf, Field, and Tarm, on thefloor below,a
heavy tremour in the Luilding, whick we
discwussed as vccasioned in the language
of n statement published this morning from
one of the editors of that publication—by
** possible falling of a weight, that had jr
red, the, building or the landing of suvie
heavy presscs in the Werld building.” Iu
the Cimmercial Adrve tiser oflice almost cx
actly the same opinion was superinduced by
the carthquake, that paparv stating that m
the upper story of the Connercia! oftice the
sensnuion W as if an immense picss in the
lownrstories of the prewaiss was worhing
at a tremendous rate.”

Mr. Tachance, a worthy. descendant of
the enterprising pioneers who, of old, ex
piored this continent from the St. law
renco to the Pacific, has just retmued i




