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ceI want to speak to you, sir." i expressed rny Iofflcer--a gentlemanly young fellow, of good faily
%v~i1îngness to talk witb him. and education. I-e wvas a great favourite witb tie

1 arn very mniserable, sir, and 1 thouht as perhal s. passengers andi crew. The Ilold, ol story " toucbed
you wouldn't rninl mie telling y<)u somnething about h is heart, and drew inii mbt close fellowsbip %vith nie.
iyseif, sir." At his request 1 freqtiently visi1ted bis state-rooni; and

1 encouraged bis confidence. i-le told mie lie hlad a ýikteebnàig at the samne camp-stool, %vith hand clastl)ilng
religious wife. She was a Metbodist. He kýnew she biand, ie often enjoyed sweet féIloVsbip) at ibe tbrone.
was praying for b:mii. Often biad the thouglit of bier After ive parted lit Liverpool, I neyer beard fromi bî:ni
prayers annoyed bim ti bis wickedness, but now lie again. I-le bad to miake a voyage in a sailing ship to
felt so miserable tbat lie (i( flot knov wbat o dIo. quailty for a niabter's certîficate. Wbispers have
.Hle sketcbed for mie bis life in dark, sad colours. lie reacbed me of tbe wreck of his sbip-true or niot 1
did flot spare bîmiself. " I want nowv to be a Cbiris- cannot tell. 'l'le possibility but adcls truth to our
tian, sir, lilce my %vife, tbat when 1 go bomne, 1 shall short fellowsllip, in tbe Gospel.
make bier happy as slie has :îever been before." May tbe seed cast under sucb irupressive condi-
Shirouded by the (larkness, ive conversed togetber of l ions yeî appear in barvest forro to the glory of God!
tbe tbings that belonged to eternal life. i pointed A dlifficulty presented itefin tbe scarcity of Bibles
lirin to the Saviour, wbo would cast none out wbo iii tbe fo'c'sîle. Out of a crow of fifty-one, tbere wvere
,carne to Rirai. 1 found., in conversation, that myi only four Bibles and one prayer book. This dificul-
friend Tandy, bis mate, wvas also in deep concern ty presented itself to nie as wve Nvere nearing Malta.
about his sou]. 1 arranged to mieet tbern botb in the I laid tbe nialter before the captain, and suggested
bo's'n's slate-room afîer next evening's service. ;tbat lie and 1 should join in pt:rcbasing Bibles for the

'On entering the state-roomn as arranged, there were creiv. I %vas pleased witb the readiness %vii which
-not only tbe bo's'n and bis mate, but a boy of tbirteen be responded. 'Ne were not, howvever, ailowed to
or fourteen years of age, each with a Bible before enjoy a monopoly. Several of the passengers insist-
him. It wvas exptL±ined apologetically 10 me, by the! ed on heiping in the good work. Stifficient nioney
Ilcron tha li n hsbyha enrlir as easily raised before we ancbored in Valetta Har-

cbummy " for somte time, and that they bad been 1bour. Lt wvas Saturday afternoon wben wve went
trying to bave praye, cogether for somne niglits past asbore to see tbe city, and make our important pur-
and tbat be wvould like the lad to gel good as weli as chase. After getting -.id of that Maitese plague-
himself. 1 wiiiingly and joyfuliy assenled to bis pre- self-invited guides-ive strolled down the principal

~enc. TienJ bd b earTany'sstor. I a ordstreel, the Sîrada Reale, in search of the Bible So-
it was this .He bad only been roarried îhree weeks 1ciety's depôt. Failing to find il, "'e inquired. Witb
when lie started on this trip. He described himself as ila significant shrug, our informant answered "The
fearingf neither God, man, nor the devil. My prayers 1pniests have done for tbat.' How~ tbe priests bad
for tbe dear ones left behind had clrawvi out bis syrn- ni anaged that piece of work, whîcb wve knew would be
patby, and now, like the bo's'n, he would like tb go congrenial wvork, ive did nol learn ;but, sure enough,

born a britia. Xe bd ahapy cnfeerc t0the depôt bad ceased to exiîst. On the following day,
gether for over an hour. I read witb themn, prayed after returnitig from service in the Scotch Church, ive
%vitb and for tbern, and left the fo'c'stle wvith a grate- found a way out of our difficulty. An agent of the
-fuI beart', that God wvas using a feeble instrumnentality Seam-en's Mission %vas on board disînibuting tracts to
-o draiv hearts 10 Himself. th,ý men. To bim 1 stated the case. Very kindly lie

The constituency of inquirers slowiy increased, tintil ofiéed to seil me ail lie liad, and taking bis m-ission
1 %vas acquainted 'vith tbe outlines ofîthe personal bis- boat, with its snow-wvhite awning, lie %vas soon back
tory of lialf the cre'v. wvth a large parcel of Bibles. Tbe Ilblue peler " was

Thîe 'vork wvas flot conflned to the crew. Standing Iflying at tue fore. As I should have no ollier oppor-
-on the bridge at niglit, a conversation wvould be begun tuflhty tillivwe reached Smyrna, 1 therefore effected
by the office,- on the watclî, reveaiing that interest in the pî:rchase of fifty-one Bibles on the Sunday after-
"Tîhe Gospel Afloat " had extended to the superior noon, wiîhout the sliibest consciousness of iîaving
officers of tue sbip. Many aconfidenice waýs ii parîed jbroken the fourîh commandmient. Ibere 'vere no sug-
10 nme in these dark niglîts, and roany a resolve ex- gestions of Sabbath around. The market on the quay
pressed t0 iead a different life. How near God wvas ! was in flI operation, and Maltese IIpack ine n" were
The dark yet star-lit slcy, the soiemn sea, the impres- busily trying t0 seduce our lady passengers mbt pur-
sive silence, combined 10 M2*a these scenes sacred. chases of lace and jewellerv.
The fellowship, on the bridge and the meetings forl Fromn the missionary 10 the seamen 1 gathered
prayer in the officers' qu'arters can neyer be forgotten. 1 much information. He drew a sad picture of the re-
&One officer 1 rnusi here specialize. He was the third 1 ligious condition of Malta. Lt ivas overrun with


