THETCANADIAN INDEPENDENT

}

stances where b Ip was not w be bad, |
nursing their sick wives, cooking the
family meals, washing the dishes, swe -
ing the house, and duing women's work |
nerally ; were these men *“umaanly 2°,
‘orbid the thought. lhen, tum the,
other side of the Rockies comes the news
that John Chinaman is the domestic
servant there ; and a very guod servaat, |
toa Isheunmanly? Wewoulda't ke
to tell himso. So we have beard f wo- |
men who ploughed, sowed, reapud ; nay, |
memory recalls our vwn ol nuise, anese
tender. hards have bathed our fevered
heads, prepared our delicate m als, ar-
ranged our sick-room, tended our darting
babes, and this womau ploughed, ssxei,
reaped, threshed, her own fitde onc a 1o
lot, tended her cow, pigs and chicken ;|
lectured carcless husbands, s-o'ded gos-
sipping wives, mixed wmedicmes, et

sed her opinion at parish meetings, in-
deed did everything that caune 1 her
way to do, and was still as ¢ womanly™ a
woman as ever we knew,
~ It is not three moaths since we were
talking to a lady from the banks of the
Thames, Ontario, who mentiened in the
course of conversation her voecupation as
a farmer in the absence of her husband,
whose profession kept hun away from
home during most of the summer weather.
How she managed the men, saw that the
stock were properly cared for,looked after
theoutbuildingsand had newones crected,
rode to market to scll her produce,
banked. her accousis, s short Jdid all
thas her husband woud have dune had
he been at howe, even to detving the
hay-rake when the work was hurnied, aad
-she was, nevertheless, a lady who fitled
all the duties and displayed all the ac-
. complishments of an  ducaic 1 woman,
Taking another vicw of the wmatter,
how.often doesy Suakespedte show us lus
heroines tn male attire, and do we ever
think of calhng them ** unwomaniy ?’
On the contrary, the great poet uses the
“ mannishnesss ” so artistically that it be-
comey a foil to the delicacy of the maid-
ens he depicts for us and makes them
more charming than ever. Now 've do
not admirec masculive habiliments for
women in any circumstaaces, but we be-
lieve if masculine occupations —if there
be such exclusively —falt in the way of
woman’s duties she is perfectly ** woinan-
1y ” to perform them ; or if there be any
employment now in the hands of men
solely, which she fecls capable of perform-
. Ang, she has a perfect right to do so, de-
spite all prejudice. ‘The adiocates of
“ womanliness ” as the only sphere for
woman could not admire Jeanne & Arc:
the Maid: of Sargossa, Florence Night-
ingale, nor our own Ca adian Lawua -
we have lately learned on the best author-
ity, that the heroine’s name. was not
Mary—Laura Sezcord.  For according
to their theorics no “ womauly ‘e wom
would endure mas-ulize armour cven to
save her country, nor mount a gun tol
defend her mative city, nor go amid |
bléod, and fire, and smoke, to heal
wounded soldiers, nor walk twenty méles

broken bones, laid out the dead, eypros. ‘

alone through: virgin forest tenanted bz

wolves and ritilesnakes, and with the
risk of being discovered by soldier cne-
mies, though, it were to save:n valuably

.military post and the lives of thirty lonely |

men, miles away. from. any other heljp.
And yeot -women have donc all. these
things aid will do them again, and, God
bless them forit. Andihey will heal the
8ick, .as: they” have .doie beluré, and
preach salvation and; defend the ldws,
and cast: 'their political- votes ; ‘perhaps

fill places in Parliament, But ey Wl erour days, that we may apply our

doall these things as “ womanly ” women,
and <who" shall -dare. call them: *un-

‘womanly 27"
. Tuis
TRWOUR is the ‘Divine-law’ of our,‘cxfssfﬁ‘
enoe ;. repose.is desertion and suicide.

Pose 1% e 1 and suitide.
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world belongs to the energetic,
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THE qualities we possess never.make us
ﬁdwalou:u 4

90 ik ‘those we 'pretend {0 have..":

SOMELHING TO THINK AROUT

There is a form of Sunday dissipation
indulged in by people who feel a sincere
regard for religion, and who ¢re, at least,
uncomfartable if they do not spend a
portion of the day in church. Itis so
common that it excites no particular
natice.  ** I did not see you yesterday—
were you ill?” is the inquiry put by
ot friecnd to another. “Not atall, I
went to hear Mr. So-and-So. He is
wondetfully cloquent,” will be the reply.
I'he desire * to hear” men of whom the
popular voice speaks favourably, is not in
uself reprehensible, but when it is yield-
ed to till it becomes the Sunday habit,
till it is quite as likely the church mem-
ber will be absent from his own place,
and forming onc of the throng of stran-
gers in another place, it is no longer inno-
cent. It is a form of Sunday amuse-
ment-taking.  ‘The wish to be entertained
is with many a far stronger motive than
the wish to be instructed. Many have
forgotten that the pulpit has a higher
mission than merely to charm away an
hour with beautiful rhetoric, and though
their pastor speak to them of the noblest
themes in the simplest way, they ask for
sometluog more, ‘They want to be
delighted, astonished, and electrified by
strains of dulcet or of fiery cloquence.
‘Their unfaithfulness is at this very time
rendering it almost an impossibility for
their  own minister,
gricved by a vista of empty pews, to
deliver his own message with life and
enthusiasm,  The decreased feehng of
pevsonal responsibility, on the part ofthe
pews, reacts inevitably on the pulpit.

There are bundreds who appear to at-
tend church, mainly from wsthetic
motives. You listen, as they go home
after a very moving discourse, and it is
not of that they speak. No. It is,
“1 wonder who that new tenor is.
I never heard a finer voice, not even at
the opera” “ How deliciously sweet
was that soprano solo !” ¢ How execra-
ble the rendering of the chants {” “1
wish Miss B. would not flat so—I was
tortured.”

Musical culture is desirable, but musi.
cal culture should be subordinate, not
superior, to a spirit of worship on the
SabLath. There is nothing praise-worthy
in wretched music in  church. We
ought to have the best to which we can
attatn.  The sweet, well-trained choir
and the vast wave of congregational
singing, alike should contribute to the
service,  Yet, if the astistic and critical
predominate  in thought, we have lost
more than we have gained, cven in the
church where the music is most ex-
quisite.—Margaret E. Sangster.

Do not begin by devoti e
atiention to those who seem to want re-
formation most ;select the best informed
and best disposed—improve fhese, and
use them as your instruments in reform-
ing their neighbours.  If you had a pro-
miscuous pile of wood to kindle, where
would you apply your light—to the
green stick or to the dry ?—Arckbishop
Whately ta a young clergyman.
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INTERNATIONAL S. 8. LESSON.
‘December 11th.
( From Sunday-School World. )

LESSON XI.
THE LAST DAYS OF Moses. Deut. xxxii.
- 1452

- ——

Goroey Text.—%So teach us to num-

hearts unito wisdom.”—Ps. -xc. 12,

- “I'his Jesson- is solemn and" impressive
in a-highdegrée. Death in any.form: is

touching, but the mode of this depart-

| @re is without parallel.  More striking,

however,than'the end of this great. ‘man
andathe picturesque accompaniments of
it is'the display of the divine attribuites
~=the'holiness that turns away. from:sin

depressed  and { P

of | in Numbers xxvi., e 3
‘From this lieight and similar “heights a}

—

in even the most saintly, the tenderness
that mingles love with chastisement, and
the judicial faithfulness that maintains
truth and righteousness in every direc-
jon. We are to ook with deep interest
on departing Moses, but with yet deeper
on the unchangeable Jehovah,

V. 44. 'The Hosheaof this verse is of
course the Joshua of the margin and of
the next book. He was Moses's minis-
ter, attendant, deputy, filling a confi-
dential place higher than that of secretary
to a modern ruler, and in constant com.
munication with hischief,solas toknowhis
methods and be prepared, as in this in-
stance, to succeed him. His name is
“ Jesus” in Greek, meaning * whose
help is Jehovah.” The revised New
Testament properly puts Joshua for this
name in Hebrews iv. 8. Oshea, Jehos-
hua, and Jeshua, are other forms of the
name. He was the son of Nun, of the
trive of Ephraim (1 Chron. vil. 27)
His name was changed by Moses from
Oshea to Joshua ( Num. xiii, 16.) (His
personal history will be studied at a later
time in the lessons.) . .

Having becen invested with authority
as Moses's successor (Num. xxvii. 18),
apd received a charge from God through
the lips of Moses (Deut. xxxi. 14-23),he
was naturally with his great leader when
he,uttered his “ song™ (Deut. xxxi. 30
and xxxii: 1-43) in the ears of the peo-
le.

V. 45 simply states that Moses “made
anend.” His work was now done. Of
course the narrative of Moses’s death is
by a different writer, who here uses the
original name Hoshea (help) instead of
that which he had come to bear. If
Joshua wrote the passage, it was not un-
natural for him modestly to call himsc'{
by his original name as Moses's ** mini>-
ter.” ‘The presence of his successor
showed the people the close relation be-
tween them, and would prepare them for
receiving Joshua as Mases’s successor.
It-was of God’s ordering. (See Deut.
xxxi. 14.) The all-wise Ruler is not in-
different to details.

In vs.46, 47 we have the spoken words
of the great leader after the “song.” He
besceches his people to set_their hearts
to the truth of what he testifies, or rather
with which he closes his testimony. (See
Deut. xxxi. 21, 26.) They were to re-
member and act upon all these _worQs,
and to impress.them upon all their chil-
dren. A true Church of God must
always feel the need of training the chil-
dren in God’sways. It is the clear fore-
runner of coming ruin when the children
are left to themselves, and the only real
care is how tosecure their “ getting on
in the world.” .

No words can too strongly urge this.
“ It is not a vain thing "—not a thing of
passing importance—but “ your life.”
(See this fully stated in Deut. xxx. 20.)
God is the life of His people. God is
in Christ,” and we have the life in Him.
(See John xiv. 6 and 1 John v. 12, 20.)
But a true knowledge of God implies re-
spect for His law.and the doing of His
will. So itis said in our lesson, *“itis
yourlife” Thatis true of the nation.
It lived while it obcyed the Lord ; died
when it apostatized. The loss of the
land was the outward sign of God's anger.
So it will be with us.  Itis no less true
of the individual. (Sec Rom.x.4-9.)

V. 48 shows that this was the last
day’s wotk of Moses. **That selfsame
day” the final direction was given to
him. ,

. V. 49. To * Abarim” {before v;vhich
the article is always put—~zAe Abdarim, as
we say “ the Highlands”), of which Nebo

(in Deut. xxxiv. 1), was- peak, called
also Pisgah,a mountain or hilly range (see
‘Num. Xxxxiii: 44) margin), not yet much
explored; on the east of Jordan, in: the
land of Moab, and over against Jericho,
Mosesisto go.. | Thisrange is mentioned
il x2,and xxxiil. 47, 48.
portion of the land could be scen, in-

cluding Jerusalem and Bethlehem, ac-
cording fo Buckingham, Moses had in-
timation of all this before. (See Deut,
iii. 27.) Now God speaks in the form
and with the tone of command : % (et
theeup;” *“die there.” Hc is supreme ;
the issues of life are with Him; He
fixes the time and place of ourend.

V. s0. So God says, “ die in “the
mount ;" but the brighter aspect of the
event is not forgutten : * be gathered
unto thy .people.” ‘They were not in
Nebo but in another and” higher region
We could not make this word a positive:
proc{ of immortality. It was not meant,
primarily, to teach it. It is, however,
true on: the assumption of immortality.
(Sec our Lord's reasoning to the Sad-
du%e:s lll“lo ‘:l-uke XX, 38.)

) e Lord recalls the death of
in Mount Hor (recorded in Num, ﬁ?sn
28) as in part explaining this command
and in part recalling the occasion for it:
He is doing with one brother in this re.
gard as He did with the other, The oc-
casion of thisline of action was the same
to 3oth, ail;]i is recalled in

.51, ‘The whole transaction s
ported in Numl')?rs XX, 7-12, which shot:lCci
be examined. The element of sin in the
matter appears to be that the brothers
yielded to an impatient temper, used
“we” where God's name _iiould haye
been used, and probably under the in-
fluence of the impatience struck the rock
twice where God only enjoined speak-
ing. (Compare v. 8 with v, 11.) They
did not “sanctify,” give the due place
to, the Lord. ‘They spoke as if the
matter were in their hands. The, carry-
ing out of the divine sentence upon
Aaron is reported in the same chapter
(vt{., 22-29).

- 52 reports  the mitigation
the sgntcncc: “ Yet theu shfi‘t see tgg
land,” etc.  Judgment is God's strange
work, He delighteth in mercy. It is
fit that His glory should be upleld. It
is fit that His word should be carried
out, tamd.tha\t the faults of even His
most eminent servants should be no
and dealt with. It is not fit that atxexg
Israelice should feel that he suffered
where ;‘he leaders escaped. It is fit that
men who wete to set an example
children of Israel shouid bep tett)%l?el;
when they fail 10 honour God’s nzme
among the people. God is just when He
judges and clear when He condemns,
and not one word of complaint or re-
monstrance is uttered by Moses. The
fur'ther details are given in chapter xxxiv.
. The following points deserve notice
in the summing up of the lesson :

(1) Moses is, likea true servant of
God, intent on his work to the very last,
It fills his hand, his thoughts, his time,
E '

2) Therc is no weak favouritism i
God’s dealings with His servants. Irt"
Moses, Aaron, David, Peter, sin, there
will be suffering—not, " indeed, such as
coumes on the impenitent, but such as
will show God's estimate of sin.

(3) All the details of the life and
death of God's servants are scttled by
Him in infinite goodness and wisdom.
‘ He stayeth,” etc, (Isa. xxvii. 8),

(4) His people are to accept  His ap-
pointments in true submission of soul.
“Thy will be done.” They “see in
part” the fulilment of God’s word of
promise. They are to expect confidently
the fulfilment of the rest.

. (5) Where we die and are buried is of
little account.  The great thing is that
we die in the faith, and go to the general
assembly and church of the firstborn.

Where we but scethe datkness of the min
God sees the diamond shine ; © mine
‘Where we can only clustering leaves be-

He sees the bid they fold, _
We only sce the rude and outer strife ;
- God knows the inner life.

‘And th:”.ft;?m whom, like Pharisecs,fwe

N, . :
With Christ may eat and drink,



