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Mills, Among. the

‘WOOL IN ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.

The Dominivn Guvernment recently issued ad-
vance bulleting of the agricultuial census for 1yot in
vntario and Quebee, containing statistics of the sheep
aud wool products of these provinces.  In 1891, Ontario
had 1,021,769 sheep with a clip of 733,032 1bs. fine,
atd 3871,421 s, cvarse woul. In 1gyor there were

1,030,456 sheep with a clip of S\).!,IS.’. 1bs. ﬁm,, and
4,125,403 Ibs. coarse woul. This is an increase in ten
saars of only 24,087 sheep, and 412,332 Ihs. of woul.
Quebee in 18yt had 730,286 shicep with a clip of yol,-
oot 1bs. fine, and 1,631,244.-1bs. coarse woul. In 1901
the number of sheep was 034,503. and the clip 1,19,
au7 Ibs, fine, and 1,576,297 lbs, coarse wool. This is
walcaease of 75,783 sheep, and an increase in the clip
of 225,649 Ibs. The Ontario clip in 18yt averaged 4.5

.

Ibs. per sheep and in 1yor, 4.79 1bs.  In Quebee the
average clip per sheep in 18y1 was 3:488 1bs, and in
1901, 4.230 lbs, Taking the Quebec figures first it is
disappointing to find that there has been a decrease
in the number of sheep during the past ten years.
althyugh there is a morsel. of satisfaction m the fac
that the average clip of wool per shegp has increased.
This would seem to indicate that Quebee farmers are
paying moure attention than formerly to the production
of wool and is a healthy sign; they are still, however,
behind the Ontario farmers in this tespect. 1t may
he well to point out that had the number of sheep been
maintained the total wool clip in 1yo! would have been,
taking that year’s average, 3,093,490 Ibs. an increase
of 320,596 1bs. which at the average value of 2077
cents per I, would have produced an additional revenue
of $63,722, in wool alone,

* In regard to Ontario, there is a considerable dif-
ference between the figures of the Dominion Census
Commissioner and those issued by the Bureau of ln-
dustries for the provincial department of agriculture.
These Jatter show the mumber of sheep in 1901 to e
i,715,513 or 60y,057 wore than the census report, and
the wool clip as 3834,097 lbs. or 716,512 1bs, more
than the census report. These differences are so great
1 to suggest some explanation on the part of the com-
pilers, but inasmuch as the 'rovincial Government arc
i a pusition tu ubtain more accurate imformation and
publish returns more ficquently, we prefer to take their
figures as more correct.  While, however, the provin-
cial returns show a much larger production, it is dis-
appointing to find that they also indicate a decline in
the number of flecces and amount of, clip.  In_18y3,
the number of fleeces was 1,015,497 and the clip 5,800,-
8yt lbs. In 1902, there were 916,092 flecces and 35,0600, -
673 Ibs. of woul clippad, a decrease of gy,403 fleceds
and 206,218 bs. of woul  The average clip per fleece
has however increased from 581 Ihs. in 183, to 6H.21
1bs. in 1902 and it is gratifying to note that since 1843
the average clip has heen steadily increasing year Iy
year.  This fact should be an incentive to farmers to
pay more attention to the production of wonl  \n
authority on this subject recently puinted out that wool
is worth ten cents a pound more than ten years ago.
and that with “good lick and gund management™ for
the capital invosted, the anwunt of labor invalved and
the risk, sheep will to Qo pay larger dividends than
any other stoch. The same authority gy on to say
that “If gone into systematically, a ouc-hundred-an



