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dentiai mercy of im God enkindie. hope ;
he hopes even i umîo deth. Ianguor
and liise, mtîrrow and trouble, in-
firnaiiv andu cikî." aneitut weakeu aui
dleitnbv% lus liîe.îw mtay. the albirtbncit of'
agi tuti dlettiseiol tentitu brighwtn
and euli;rg.e tatt elevatte tia'ir hiope. The'
hour ot* diittitaîî, that teal.'mnn mîontent
'wbk'hi trams4li'rs tige iitnpeîîitent Anenr
front Ille prisoîni ofhite la thutI uf'
despaîr. IWeeuîîîmm'S to iit the tutaqq.tgcr

of' 1w:ree arnd joy anti consfort, bringautg
t lion M ismvîgs a itopo tugl of' ian-

mortalit,, uigenmng l u it tige prison
cloor. anti itritotiing hins to the igluriouti
liberty of' titi eitildren of (odIx. But
nov,

Stca"..Let ux turn omit attention
to lte aadmotnitiona given in fle wordsç of
the text, -~ 'i'rn >'ou tu te strungholii
ye. prisner. uf' hope." Tite0 language is
evitdety that ut' earnaest soliékutioa.
Immineut perdl is irtened. The fi--

ing 'ajtivs io have thus epeame
teu primat, are in danger of bellg

seized and atstaken by te enemy; there
in au itnpregnale fortrt"s opened inte
whicit we are invrnted to turn.

IVe <an htave un heqitation in applyv-
ngthiq ianguage to Christ. " Tie
eL," iays file prophel klicah, "Ithe

Lord iq C'od. a strongboid ins the day of
trouble." "tA man," says Isaiah, speak-
ing ot Citriat, "6a tuan shall be a hi<ling
place fromn the wittî, and a covert froin
lte Itet" T'ihou'," eays David,
"1art m y raid -ng place; thou allait pre-
serve mae t'rom truble; thou shait coin-

pm îtie about with songe of dttiiveranee."
Whatevcr tLe dangers which tbreaten
the n"rionL'ri of hopeý, in Christ a sure
anmd effectuai protection is found. Doe
tLe r ier of hope fear exceedingiy
and Ireje lte rigiteous anger of God ?
El Lie alarmned at the storin, uf 1ust retri-
bution whit'h hovers over làs head ?
Here is a' refluge, bere is a strongbold,
~ Christ the advocate with the Father.
Sin bas been pardoned anti justice satin-

fied by li atuneauent; merey and love
ame extended to the guilty etaprit for
His sake. Yea, the very oath of Jehovah
hiasself is piedgtd that they mipht have
strong hope vito have lied to tho refuge.
Doma the siamner dread the, requinients

ofa brokeas iaw ? Christ Lhm fidllued
its desnandu, and cooplied witit l every
requirement; ILote a a I and coni-

;aiete ri;hteoustness preamred for itu.
Or, agaiti. (lties (lmdrati the amsuitilte ofi
Satai ? - M'ien hus t'int'ahall t'alte
iii ns a flood, thte sti)rit oi'titi Loard t.wil
bit uIp a stantdaird agaimtst iita." saatn

Iii.4llias lasera V.:tàiIî-tiiei b,>' t'his.
No wetipon irnîîd iigititiist Itiimî wiau lits
takt'n ref'uge i ii Cirit' mla'Il ever itrt'Iw(r.
Thtis arungliul tai i ale, lis impreglaalie.
Or il(s lie dreati ili' tarrowvs, lthe trott.
bit", and afflictions if' lii'e ~ livre.
aigain, lie is& permaueil tu catiat li." btaijen
uapon tue Lord ; lie is jariviiege'. tu
he'lieve tit ail tiigs mhuail wt'rk to.
gethu'r i'r lais goutd. Y'a, lie ctan even
rejouie it tihe Loîrd, andî bu glati lat lthe
God of bie saivattion. amnid tite wre<'-k of

eartilly things, aiiit the agtattiuw'. tona.
fusions, Irouhis ilisorilere, oi' vver%
tetiàitorai convulsqion. Mtark tit'he tl:g
ni tue I>samjst, wimen a'lîî'iler'ml iut tiis
refutge, when iodi-ti in titis atrouagitoid;

" Guti," lie cries, "Guiox is our rtc'itgî' .tndl
ommr strengtit, tbt'refoat' wiii weis- attt ar
tituugh thae earla lie- rttoveti, tatt tii-tttgh
te ttouîttains lx- carried intiu fiti' iiiidât
of.tire sea." Or, fitially, doeta tigei' xotr

prisoner shrink bmek frowttalie I)j-o1-cte
uo' deatit, ani dulc% lie dread or sibtatider
at the Iast enemy of' taaî ? he't ire,
even tigarinst tbis eneitty. lias Cliri>t piro.
videti a reniedy, fit' Ilie. has exliraet
the sîing ot' deatit; Ilc lias dcé%joivai tîte
grave of' ils viclor', -su lthat il ms buit lthe
ojaeiing of tLe prisoni doota, anti the
enlry le the bietiinéfft attl ii'e ataîl oy of
Christ, aaîd the peacu anad itapmitaee of
a gliois elL'rnity.

But, in order to retider titis strtitghod
availabie, it mutst be actually t'iiteMe.
Ail other r'efu.ges anîd souresý of* reliief
mtust b. reimquisht,4l anîd abîatititned.
Ail other pools utut be i'or.-akten a,; un-
tenable, and tihe sitîner muet fiee 10
Christt, nda to MIin niote. as t'e oniy
refuge. As Noah of old lied.fiar refuge
to lte ark when the overflowinz waleal
were about to cover the earth ;-ai the
inan-siayer vas dircc'ld lu flet, iii the
City of' refuge, lest te as'engt!r tai' blutai
shotald overtake hitn ;--or, as IAot fk'dl
when tLe lire and briuutoneoverwiilImed
the cities of tLe plain; tsu, in like îaîaîîamer,

Must thte tregabling sitaner fiee tu C'hrist;
every other refuge is a refuge of' lies-; hie
tmuet conie and repose Itis etea'atl ail ini
Christ alome.

N.od I reaai.d you, my frienda, Lo«


