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preacher, and agreed to obey the laws he would proniulgate.

Then Dubhthach recited ail the laws of the Brehons, and

tOeWhjch did flot clash with the Word of God were con-

firrined by the ecclesiasties and the chief men of Erin. The

1aw 5e in existence appear to have been ail right except as to
1 flatters pertaining to the Faith and the Ghurch; and this is

th'e 'Senchus Mor.
'SomTe have attributed the origin of these laws to the in-

fl"ence Of Gai, an imagined contemporary of Moses, who had

learned the law of Moe 30oecmn ro h at f

'1)e Sen'chus Mor is sometimes called Gain Phadraig, Pat-

rlck's Law. It also went by the name "lNofis," the Ilknow-

led1ge Of fine persons," because nine persons arranged the

«b o trebiho (inçltiding Patrick) three kings and three

thle ,two doctors of law, and the third a bard. Before
art of writing was general the laws were in rhyme, and

Probably when first inscribed in the SenchuS Mor they

rhlyled- learla Feini was the dialect used. (There being

but littie type in that cîassic language in our printer's office,

ce annfl0 give our readers a specimen of the original text.)

M1Uch interesting information concernillg the language

alId laws Of ancient Ireland and the influence of St. Patrick

IPnthe latter is given in " The Story of St. Patrick," by

Joseph Sanderson, and in IlIreland: the Irish, their Christian-~

ltetc~, by J. B. Finlay (New York, 1895), wrswhich

dhUi find their way into every library. They are mnost

hertestIng reading, and throw much light upon the early

hitry of Ireland, and give ail the lore connected with its

~~ttitular saint, worthy of preservation.
Trhe legal works of early days contain mucli- on subjects

cifn~e O-, treated of in sucli books. For instance, the writer

Sth'e Senchus Mor tells us at considerable length çoncerlling

il reation of the world, and Moses was not consulted in

clcutany more than he waes byth writer ~%i~

IlSoa3y, that the moon is 244 miles from the sun. But the

e' leSteem-ed Goke, in his Institutes of the Laws of Eng-


