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ILATEST PROM REV. DR. ANNAND.

Tangoa, Santo, New Hebrides.
Pear Mr. Scott,

The turning 0f the year, as with you at
home, brings its spécial work and cares, and
even more than with you its memories and
refiections, for we are so far removed f rom
friends and kmn.

About the beginning of November we were
visited with a severe kind of influenza. It
attacked 'almost every one on the station.
The coughing some days ln sehool was any-
thing but edifying. Upon some of our num-
ber it settled in a more serious form. An
infant of three weeks, a daugliter of oneO of
our students, was the first to succumb. A
week lator a chuld in the village passed
away.

The Story of William.
The next day one of our students died

after seventeen days' illness. His case was
a very sad one. His father became the first
Christian on his own island, and William
was baptized in childhood. He, when a lad,
to escape the restraints of home life and
to see something of the world recruited for
Queensland. Instead of returning to bis
home 'when bis termi of service was ended,
lie remained a time in the colony and then
engaged as one of a boat's crew on a labor
vesse].

While associating with heathen lie ]earned
to reverence thoir fetishes. To protect hlm-
self from the bullets and spears of the
savages hie bought a small sacred stone
fromn an Ambrim man in Queensland for
the sumn of five pounds ten shillings ster-
ling. This lie carried writh him overywliere
and as hie escaped aIl dangers hoe gave his
fetishi the credit thereof.

Finally returning to bis own island, where
ail were then Christians, hie also made a
profession of faith and was received into
clinrch fellowship. Soon atter that lie and
some otliers came away to the Training In-
stitution. For a time hie g-ave us some trou-
ble liere but eventually lie settecl down to
good worlk. Apparently lie was -reatly im-
proved, and hie joined tlue evangolistic «work-
ers and toolc an active part in their labors.

l3efore bis dcath -%e loarned to our sur-
prise that lie liad nover tbrown away bis
fetish; but that lie liad even carried it with
1dlm for protection wlien going out to spoalî
to the buslimon. Wlien talion soriously ilI
lie hid it somowliere. His death under sucli
painfill circumstancos cast a- gloom over
our whole company.

Deods of Darlcnoss.
Thon in some parts of the inland districts

the onemy is remarkably active. Two mur-
dors bave been comimitted ,vithin a fort-
nliglit. A mnan who is unpleasantly linown
at this station lately shot a man and cut-

ting up his body lie excbanged the pioces
for pigs.

The Bright Side.
On the other biand, as compensation for

the cares and sorrouvs connecteu with the
foregoing, we have bad the groat joy of
seeing aIl the people of Tangoa, and also
some of those of Abinaus and Araki, break-
ing fromn their old heathen ways and placing
theiselves under instruction. The old vil-
lage of Tangoa is being deserted and thir-
teen now bouses are now going up on a uew
site near to Mr. Bowie's churcli. The new
life is to be started amicl new surroundings.
Even the chief, whom few expected to see
join us, is now work-ing industriously at his
new house.

The last Tangoan heathen, to escape the
persistent entreaties and prayers of our
workers, fled to Malo. Some o! the bush-
mon who are appealing in vain for teachers
to settle among them bave sent two of their
lads bore to, be tauglit the gospel so, that
they may carry it back to their people. Some
of our people, both mon and wonien, are
engaged every evening in teaching the new
pupils.

Our Students and their Work.
In the end of November throe more o! our

students conipleted their four yoars' course
o! study and returnod to, their homes on
Malo. In December two others finisbed
their termn bore. Thus the number o! our
students bias fallon to soventy-two.

Our student ovangelists are still actively
ongagod in urging the hoathon to accept
the life offered in the gospel. There have
been only two accessions to the Christian
party since my November letter. One old
man, wlio bad promisod to come over, bas
not kept to lis word, because, lie says, that
the devii is pulling him back more strongly
than our lads are drawing him towards the
Saviour.

Our Holiday Soason.
The Christmas vacation witb its antici-

patod ploasuros and its two weoks' holidays
gave joyful activity to ail our young people.
Great preparations for these glad days were
made. Who does flot enjoy a holiday after
long montbs o! labor ? Good work brings
real liappiness, but brief rest and rocroation
are necessary to lessen the friction in life's
movemonts.

Witli ourselves one of tlie joys was tbat
the steamer bringing our mails and stores
from Sydney was about duo. It is a great
pleasuro to rocoive ov-r letters and supplies
on the ove of our hiolidays, and to 500 fresh
stores coming in as the old stock becomes
neariy exbausted. To bave thue iatost word
from loved ones far awýay, and two months'
fresh news of the woridl to peruse duriing
our rosting time is bappiness oniy to lio
linown by experience.
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