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A fev words on the oi'igin of species, as very generally accepted in
the seientific world, ay not bc withiolt interest. I can olvy ctve a

-neagre outline of the general prînciples
"A few gyreat niaturalists, previous Lo the timie of Darwvin, struck by

the very slighit difllèrences between iniany species of iiis, and the
numerous links existing, between tlic diffiereat forms, ami also observ'ing
that a great. many species dIo v'ary conisiderably iii thieir forni, color and
habits, coaceived the idea tliat they ail mniglt be produced one froni the
othier. The inost distinguislhed of thtese ivriters was the great Frencli
naturalist Lainarck, wlio piblislied an elaborate worlc, Il Philosophie
Zo)ologique," in îvhici hie endeavored to pi-ove tliat ail animais whlat-
ever are descended froin othei' species of animiais. H-e attributed the
change of species chietiy to the ctlèct of changes ini the condition of life,
sucbi as climate, food, etc., and especially to the desires and efforts of the
animais themselves to inîpi ove tlieri condition, bedn-t mdfcto
of bori or size in certain patowing to the îvell-known phIysilogx.cal
law that ail organis are ýtrengdhene(d by constant use, while they are
wekenied or completcly lost by disuise. The arguments of Lanmarck
did îiot, however, satisfy natuiralists, althouig a few adlo tcd the view

fli«tt ciosely aliied sp:?cics liai d escende<l froin eachi otlher. The general
belief of thle edlie.t4ed( p)ublic 'vas that. eci species wvas a "l special
ecreaitioni" quite independent of ill othiers, whiie the gre.at body of
naturalists equally hceld thiat the changiie froîw une species to another, by
evcry k nown hIwt or cause, %vas impossible, andi thiat the "l origin of
slpecies" ivas an unisolved and probably an insoluble problemx.

The only otiier important work dealing îvith Uihe question ivas the
celebrated IlVestiges of cr-eation,"i written by the late R. Chiambers, of
the great~ l)blisiing, iirmn of W. & R. Chamibers, of Edinburcdî. In this,
work the action of gcienertl laws ivas traced tlirougý,ioit the universe as
a systein of growth and developirnent, and it, ias argrued th-at the Variolns
species of î>lantis îqtîd ainînî.is hiad been îroduceci in orderly succession
froni eaci oCher by the action of unknown ]aws of developmnent aided
by the action of e\teriial conditions. Butt no great change of opinion
w~as efiected amiong naturalists u,îtil after the publica' n:îl of the
.9Origiin of Sp)ecies " in 1858 biy Charlies Darwin. Timere ivas then
no question of the origin of ià.nilics, orders and classes, becatise the


