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G at-cde at ai!, sa iight is her colour, which resemibies the tint af the
fenale~ Cowbird, but is iighter arnd brovner. The Fiorida Purpie
Grackies are elegant birds, slightly srnaller than our Branzed
Grackie, but so tame and so cammon in samne towns, and witii
such a brilliant iridescence reflecing the rays of the bright Sun,
that one is moved ta think that there are few handsormer birds.

It ivas at Tarpon Springs, taa, that we met the littie Ground
Dave-a true dave in manners, g-race and habits, but just about
the size of the Shoreiark. There we found themn, with the Mourn-
ing Dove (also cammon), feeding with bunches of Grackles,
Macking Birds and Tawhees in the streets, and we ail thaught
them one of the mhost charming af aur neiv acquaintances. When
they 1kew, the inner wving feathers dispiayed a bright brick red
colaur, cantrasting vividly wvith the greyish fawn af the rest of the
bird. It wvas truly ludicrous ta see this littie fellaw, thinking
evidently that he wa-i a real pigeon, valking along with the
stateiy 'and graceful dove-step; and nadding bis head with each
faotstep.

0f ail the birds I have seen, none stay on the wving so, con-
tinuausiy and with such superlative ease as the Vulture. Regard-
less of wvind, regardiess af rain, regardiess af sun, they co-,Âd be
seeîi at ail hours of the day from about 8 a.m. ta 5 p.m., soaring
without a flap ai the xing ; sametimes singly or in couples, somne-
times in groups of twenty, or thirty, eand when such a company
appeared every anloaker wvas forced ta admire their grace and
beauty-at a distance. Bath kinds, the Black Vuiture and the
Turkey Vuiture were comman at rnost points. They alight on the
shade trees, on the bouses, and even in the back yards, showing
scarcely any fear af man, and they certainiy do a most useful
wvork in this hat cliniate where many ai the inhabitants are tao
indolent to take the first step towards keeping their premises
clean. The peculiar position occupied by these mast useful
scavengers, wha are said ta clean up ail the back yards of Fiorida,
is weii iiiustrated by the fallowing occurrence.

In Tarpon Spri'ngs 1 said ta a little girl, "See, wvhat bird is
that ?" «,That aint a bird, that's a buzzard," carne the reply.

Driving on the ocean beach in the Indian River district, 1 saw


