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What did hie mean when lie said,
b4I will give n) fiesh for the life of the
wvorld ?" They could flot hear the say-
ing in that day. They did flot sec the
deeper spiritual meaning underlying the
figuie. Anid again, IlExcept ye eat the
fiesh of the Son of Man and drink is
blood ye have no life in you." A littie
further on hie says in explanation, "ILt
is the spirit that quickens, the fiesh
profiteth nothing, the words that I
speak unto you they are spirit and they
are life." But we are told to wholly
depeiid upon its merits. WVhose testi-
mony must we believe ? I will believe
in that of jesus as it agrees with right
common sense, and the living evidence
in my own beart. Nothing of an ex-
ternal nature can suffice. "lOther
foundations can no man lay than that
is laid whichi is Jesus Christ." And for
this we must give up the wvorid. What

wolWhy the hirdness of heart, the.
indifference, -.nd L:,relessness wili
which we folloir our Makt,, our wrong
preferences, ail our unjust deaiings with
our feliow-rmeiý, and ail this for the
Spirit of Ge-l', the Christ. And wbat
constitutes this Christ. Paul says,
"twhen it pleased God to reveal His
Son in me," this means no outward
man, bis attention was tirned away
frorn the outward, and hie adds, 'lI
conferred not with flesh and biood,"
and further on hie declare s that this
" Christ which wve preach was a
sturnbling block unto the Jew, and unto
the Greeks foolisbness, for the Jews
required a sign and the Greeks sought
after wisdom, but unto them which
are called, both Jews and Greeks Christ
the power of God and the wisdomn of
God." This, then is the Christ we
preach, the power of God. and the
wisdomn of God, which is reveaied in
the soul, and this neyer was crucified,
neyer could be nailed to the cross. XVe
can reject its councils -and refuse to
receive it but we -annot dcstroy it.

J esus used many parables and figures
of speech that were familiar to his
lîearers to teach them truths that were

hidden, and people have corme to tak.:
the figure for the fact. l'hus we wrorîg
the Master. He did not address theni
to our credulity, but to our reason.
And propeniy used they liiten up thu
truth in a wonderftil nianner.

I have often been led to review that
important parable of the Prodigai Son. It
is universally applicable to the hunian
need. Lt starts witlî the child in the-
Fatlîer's bouse, meaning as I under-
stand it a heavenly state, a state of
innocence, it sets before us his depar-
ture-the resuit of a free-will choire
after the years of judgment corne, it
foilows bis wanderings fartdier and
farther from his home, lower and Iower
into degradation and sin, tili it seems
that ail is Iost. In tlîzs iowest stute
bie cornes to his sense of bis condition,
hie feels an aching void within, hie fi nds
that sensual tlîings cannot satisfy the spirit
and remrembering, not fearing the wvrath
to corne, but renîembering the good
tbings in the father's house -hie said
from his acbing but repentant soul I
wili arise and go to hini, and will confess
uxîto him, that 1 have sinned against
heaven and before thee. Mark the
humility. He came into a condition to,
meet his fa bier. Do ive hear the father
saying as some suppose that before
a restoration is made some innocent
being must satisfy His honor by bearing
the sins and suffering on the cross.
No! b e knewv bis suffering, hie
knew the state of bis heart that his
repentance was sincere, and the fatiier
ran to met hlm wbile yet a great. way
off, and fell upon bis; neck; lie clothied
bim 'vith bis best robe îvhicli %vas biis
own spirit, bis overfiowing love, and
there was great rejoicing. And wlîy?
Because this raîy son was dead, and is
alive again ; hie ias iost, and is found.
He had become dead to everything
g od as the resuit of sin. He lîad du-

bis owvn grave in the iusts of the flesh
and had buried hi 'mself in it, yet after
ail he experienced a resurrection the
most, important that can concern inan.
lt? shows a way to corne forth een


