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bitter cry of those whio are wvorste(l in the b,,'tie of life iingi(les
withi tlvi roar of the coniliet. lui this Doniioni the question,
what shall I cat ? anid wvhat :.:.til 1 drinik ? ani wvherewitha1
shall 1 be clothed ? was iiever so, aiîxiouisly (lCbated iii thousands
of homes as it is to-day. Increased conî"etitiou iii i.wery liue' of
business, due to the rapid ic'aeof oit, Ipopulat.jon, the par'tial
exhaustion of soîne of oui' resources, the diiniishiing fertility of
0oui' soils, the wide and reckless destructioni of our forests, the
(lecay of sonie of our indfust ics, the lockiiig up of iuchel of our
capital'., and the ill-l)aid enhlloyinient of iuchel of our labor in
enterprises that cani be galvaniized inito precairious Iife onfly by
ail sorts of teînporarc exl)edients, and, above ail else, the ruinous
wvaste of our national wvcaIth throitgh the lami-entable excesses in
dinhk, that erylover of lus Counltry leloies ; ail these, causes,
aiid others thiat mighit be eiuunerated, have bx'oughit ns within
sighit of the time pre(licted by 'Macaulay, wvhen hnuidieds of our
p)opul1ation wviIl rise ini the înoringc withi 110 sure provision for
the wauîts of the day. Edàucation alone, ini the restricted mse
of the teî'm, wvill iiot wvaîd off' the spectres of hunger aid want
that threateii our eveî' (leuser I)oPuilatîolls. Legisiation inust do0
inîch, mor'al refoi, iîs mîust (Io more; miost of ail mnust be doue
by the benieficenit inifluences of religTion, if the well-being of the
people is to be conlserved anffl augmiueted. That the children of
persons weil to do, livinig iii pleasanit homes, wvith. ail the coin-
forts andl soîne of the iuxuî'ies of life, may conitinue to live. as
their parents have lived, they nmust be fitted. bottez' thaii thecir
paretits were to enter on the struggle of life. Tlîey înîîst not
oilly knowv more, it is of iîinieasuirably greater iimportanice that
tlîey be able to, (Io mnore than their parenits. Besides, if our
young niationi is to take its due p)lace iii the vani of civilized
progress, ail the 1)owveis> physical, mienital, and( mor'al, of the
Ipeople iust be diiigentiy cultivate1.

I 10 o ot speak of the specýial (lifficuities of our position as
xnemnbers of tue Protestanit iniority of this province. 1 do not
dwell on the raduiai buit sure extiniction of our1 Protestant
faýring(, coimu niiities by the inievitabie opez'ation of the titlie
system. I utter no complaint of thie annihilation of Engyii
political influenïce ini Quebec, thougrh it is an incalculable mis-
fortune for the majority no less than for thie niiniority, because
it bias beeni the uiecessary consequencee of our foolii dissensions.
1 pass in sulent sorrow that positioni of aimnost complote isolation
to, whichi, by our haughity indifferemîce to, the free intez'change of
thloughyt with our feiiowv citizens, thiroughi thie interinediation of
the tongue, that, was iustly, Cas well as naturally, dear to thiei.:-
wve have condened oiurselves.


