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%vas baiptized by St. Augustine, ail lais subjects did iiot follow lias
exaniple. Among iiose that remiained pagans was bis oivn son,
Eadbald, wh1o succceded bimi on the throne, andi brouight nearly
the whiole people back to idolatry. lai Essex, the Christian king,
Sebert, wvas succeeded by bis thiree p;lgan sons ; and the people
hiastened to conforim their religious persuasions to those of their
sovereigns. ïMellitus, tbe bisbop of London, wvas expelled frorn
Essex and took refuge in France. So that, in 6-43, fort.y-eighit
years aller the landing of St. Augustine on the shore of Kent, aIl
that remained of Christianitx iu E:nglaI.nd was a srnall cornmunitv
of Christians iii Kent, grouped around the church and the
rnonastery of Canterbury. In this year a Saxon prince, Oswald,
m.ho bad been baplized whilst ain exile amon:- the Cetts of Cale-
dcinia, wbither the invasion of bis country by the Brtons had
drivenl hlmi, became king of Nortburnbria, alter hiavin- ex-%pelled
the invader:-. Oswald -,as a fervent Christian, and bis tirst care
was to cal! missionaries froni the land of bis exile to conuvert his
countrymen. St.. Aid;in 'vas sent over froni louna, -wiih several of
bis bretiren. lie establislied a nmonasterv on a small -and almost
barren island iii the North Sea, near the coast of Nor«tbunbria.
Lindisfarne, -as it -was callcd. becanie "Uitc lona of the .Àng-
Saxi>ons." Froni 'Northunîbria Christi;inity gradually spread aver
the seven kin-domis. Susse.x offercd the Iong-est resistance to tbe
Gospel, buit it %vas tinally convcrtcd in 6Si 1w St. Wilfrid, a Saxon
nionk, educaîed ai. Lindisfarne. So, ibirîy.six years afier
Oswald's appe.-l' to tic Irish nionks of loua, all England was
Christian. Slue remiaincd truc t t10 î1',aith wvbicl she ]and received
froni Ireland until shie w.a<robbed of it by Hcenry V1I.11

Though the cou ns ries already nîentioned occupy noc sniall part
of Europe, lrisli missionary enterprise -wa%- nît liniitel to themi.
There is hard 3 - a spot: iii Europe that lias îîot witnessecl the arder
of tlic divine ch;îrity whicbi pronipted Irisbicn to communicate te
other lands the blessings of rclitgien and of learningr, iii whicbi
their own dear iste of ilie oceani was so rich. Conlcmipor.ary
writcrs spe.-k of then as "1swarrms of learuied niexi," ain <'iniiida-t-
ion" that swept over ail Europe.

AX:d whilst. 1 lri missionaries werc vrku prodiýgies of zea-l
in roreijgî countries, a net less ;tpostolic wvurk w;îs bein- carried


