
NO- 3 NOV£MBeR, Irgoo. Vol. IV

THE POETS 0F THE OXFORD MOVEMýE.NtT.

---HE principal actors in the farnous revolution of English
thoughlt and religion known as the Tractarian 'Moye-

fment, were flot only profound thinkers-in tlie theo-
- ogicaland scientific sense of the word-but manv of

themi werc besides siveci singers. Can a man of deep thought be
oillerwvi.se thax a poei ? The profourid thinker be"ingr onie who
s1 eks truth. an.d wvho finds it, then miust he also recog,-nize its
leauty; and if l3eauty bc but the splendor of Truth, so the poet is
the lover of I3eauty in Truth. XXe can huns undlerstand lîow such
carsiest and grave and icarned mnen as Johin Henry Newmnan,
Frederick F;îber, and john Keble found in poetry thcir tue ede-
nient. lhese are ilie tlîice men whose narnes are niost pro-
rninently connected wiulî the greal. religious transition of the
nineteenth century. Froni similarity of taste and themnes, Cowvper
and WordsvoTtl mi.ght;also be placed in this group, for, although
not af ile Oxford agitation, they have inuchi in common wvith tie
brilliant trto0. They ail speaik in the samie strain ; gentleness,
siniplicity, naturalness, an.1 deep, quiet feéling, characterize thenn
ail. As a contrast to this grroup of poets, thie-e is another equally
famous, possessed of equal, if not superior, genius-Shelley,
Keats and B3yron- the poets of passion, of intensity and af un-


