
NtoviUu4tb i1891.1

blong. It is a matter ai regret that this movementi
was not inaugurated earîler. Thousands of aur
young people hava silcntly drifted awav from aour
Churches, mnany af whom waul have been doubt-
loss retained h3d the opportunities aiTordcd by the
Christian Endeavaur Society been then availabla.
The moyemnent is stcadily overcoming the pre-
judices with which some at first flot unreasonably
regarded it. The crquant and explicit declarations
oi the leaders ai the movemcnt have had the cffect
of ramaving the fbar that it might develop into a
schismatic organization. The manner in which it i;
gcrally condicted bas also helped ta remove mis.
givings. The more cordiatly and loyalty it seceks
ta pramote the wcl.being and prosperity ai the
congregation ta, which it belongs, the more effec-
tive wili bc its wcrk and the higher the esteem in
which iL is held. The Convention at Peterborough
was a successful and inspiruîig assemblage ai a num-
ber ai leaders in a movement that is niaking itsclf
fat as a power foi good %vherever t exists.

The Convention held last week in Ottawva of the
Ontario Sabbath School Association was al3oaa
inost successlul meeting. Those taking part in t
are amang the miost devotcd and able workcrs in a
cause whose importance has long bcen rccognized.
Principal MlacVicar, at the closing meeting, gave a
thoughtiul, impressive and instructive address on
"The Teachcr reproduced in the Pupil," and Mr.
T. B. Jacobs, af Chicago, contributed grcatly ta the
inter-%t and usefuulcss aif tha Corvention. The
reports submîitted shiowcd that Sabbath school
work was advancing throughout the Province îih
steady pace. Measures were adopted by which
the benefits af more complete organization might
bc icît throughout Ontario, aven in tha mast ramote
districts. It is noticeable also that a resolution,
unanimausly adopteri, rotested against the open-
ing ai the World's Fair at Chicago on the Sabbath.
The Sabbath school teachers who were present at
the Twenty.sixth Convention wilt long retain vivid
imnpress ans oi the benefit titey derived fromn their
attendance.A third Convention of great importanr~e was also
'ield last week. The Women's Christian Temper-

anh..C Union met in Toronto and were anabled ta
accomplish a great amounit ai practical work. The
best means for suppressing intemparance and the

ï many and dreadful evils that âsievtably flow from
it ivera carefally considered. Thera as noi time
wastcd in detailing the avils with which aIl were
familiar, but whate -r was best calculated ta miti-
gaLe or prevent thosr evîls was careiully considared.
The education ai the young in the priticiples ai
tamperanca was insistail upon, the substitution ai
unfermented for fermented wine at the communion
was racommended, and tha extension ai the fran-
chise ta wvamen that the election ai thosa favouring
prohibitary legislation might bc secured. The
attention of the delegates was not exclusively con.
flnad ta tamperance questions. Winatc-ver wvas
believed ta ha designad ta promote the social, moral
and religiaus weliara ai the cammunity racemved
cordial endorsation. Like the Sabbath School
Association, the Woman's Christiani Tamperance
Union gave their testimony in favour ai keepîng
the gatas ai the Chicago Exposition closed on Sab-
bath. The three Coiiventions showed that prac-
tical Christian work was being staadîly advanced
along the Uines in which each of thein was diréctly
engaged.

EXPOSITOR Y PR EA CHING.

E XPOSITORY preaching when well done is in-
str.ctive and edif3ing. IL is flot sa common

now as formerly. In Scatland iL was custamary for
a minister ta davote ana ai dia Sabbath services ta
wvhat was knawn by the naine of lacturing. It was
tht practice ta take up a gospel or an epistle or
some Old Testament book and make it the subject
for exposition in regular course. IL may not ha ad-
visable ta give expositary discourses so prominent
a place now in the ministratians of tht sanctuary,
but an adaptation of theplan might even in these
days be.made very effective. There is .a, longing
for variety and freshness in prcaching whïch a,prQ.
longed series ai discourses an: a particular boa k Qi
bcripture would- scarcaly meet. At the saine turne
a carafully-preparad course ai expository discoursas
would not l>_ moriatonous. Indeed, such discourses
could be made tboroughly interesting, and, they
wouldcertaà lybe instructive and profitable. Naitiier
can it be doubted. that in the matter of reshness.they
would gain in the long run whan-contrastedwith the
haphazaxd selection of praniiscuous thernas of de.
tached sermons; Even sensational sermaonizing
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scon palis on the vitiated taste that craves for the
excitemnent ,;uch kinds of pulpit oratory is sup-
poscd t'o cater for. Therçe is but littie edification
in scnsatianal sermons, and it is flot the fîtnction of
the Gospel ministry to vie with cher forms of
amusement. There is at the sanie timc as littie
excuse as tiiere i3 tol.eratinn for dulness in the
pulpit.

Ifa regular course af ecpository sermons is pro-
jectcd, it is clear that if they arc to bc useful and
effective tbey must bc prcpared %vith conscmcntious
care. They cannot bc slipshod %wthout the cer-
tainty af disastrous and humiliating faiture. B-iore
the field is entered upon it. niust bc surveyed com-
prehensivcly and the whole plan thoughtfully ni.
turcd. Theri each discourse in the serics must be
the resuit olcarnest and, it may be, laborious study.
It would bc wcll to obtain th,, latcst and the best
results of scholarly recarch, and effort should bc
directed ta make the discourses luniinous and in-
teresting. A mcre synopsis of the cnnclusions
reached by Biblical scholars and exegetical experts
would bc unsuitable and unsatisiactory. The minute
shades of meaning conveycd by the original text
and niccly-drawn distinictions nay bc af interest. ta
the critical studerit, but for the average occupant of
the pev they would fait of appreciation. It would
flot conduce ta thc success af expository preaching
Wa make it ýcchnically scholaçtic. It would have
littic value if it wec only a reflex af the style and
material embodied in the commentaries. There is
no reason why it should nat hacnmade thoroughly
popular in larm and style. The mast successful cx-
pository preacher would bc the one who cou Id
bring ta his aid ail the advantages of a welI.disci-
plined and scholarly mind, anae vhose reading has
been extensive and whose touch with humanity îs
close. In the hands of such an ane expository
preaching could scarcely fafl to bc effective.

As Biblical preaching is the best of ail kinds of
preaching, so this; systematic study of certain por-
tions of Scripturc by minister and hearers would
have the advantage for the latter in that they could
gain a more intimate and thorough knowled,._, of the
fundamental doctrines of Christianity as they are
unfalded in the Bible. Preaching to be valuable
needs to be instructive, ar-1 this mode would cer-
tainly contribute to the increase of Scriptural know-
ledge, enable the hearer ta have a clearer percep-
tion of the doctri les of grace and help to a firmer
conviction o'f the verities of aur holy faith. Should
the impressoi be entertained that such a course i
preaching wauld leave out of sight the practical,
every-day duties of Christian living, that impression
would bec ror.g. The Gospels and Epiitles, indeed
the entire collection af sacrai booki, are illed witlx
truths ftted for daily use. What more practicdl
than the Pauline writings, the Epistle af James a.îd
the Epistles of Peter and the pastoral Epistles ?
It wouid be difficult ta imagine conditions that. the
counsels, the precepts and the exhortations they
contain could not rneet. Modern society may be
diffcrent in many respects from what it %vas in the
first age ai Christianity, but hurnan nature, in its
leading chnracteristics, and in saine ai its minor féa-
turcs as weil, is still wonderfully like what t was
then. The very truths the aposties taught need
earnest and zealouG enforcement in the midst
ai the highest c-vilization af the present day.
The systamatic yet popular exposition of these and
rnany other partions of the Divine Word cauld be
brought home with power ta the understanding,
the heart and conscience of the people nawv, and as
the serf es proceeded interest wau!d grow and 'ie
effect "-ould be cumulative. The result would be
niutually beneficial for pastar and people. In due
time their prafiting would appear. To the pastar
the work would bc stimulating and encouraging.
It would pravant wasta of time. He might also be
saved flot a littie anxiety and uncertainty in search-
ing for topics from which he coutd discourse. H-is
work is mapped out bel are him and his regular
course of study would be fruitful in suggcsting, sub-
jacts on which separate discourses ,might be
preachad. It would also bc helpiul in rnaking hLm
mighty in the Scriptures, and there is little doubt
that his ministry would thereby be rendered mare
fruitful. His people would graw ini their acquain-
tance with sacred truth, and thera is reason to
believe that in Christian feeling-, and practical use-
fulness, they would bc stimulated by having their
attention systematically directed to the special
aspects ai divine truth thus presented. There are
greatar possibilities in the occasional adoption ai
expository methods of discourse than ara to bc
found i the selection ai a detached passage, the
style ai sermniizing naw so geverally prevalent.
The whole subject is worth cansiderig.
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L1rrrzILL'S LiviNG Ano. I(Boston e Littell & Co.)-This vain.

able wcekly hceps up ils record for presenting ta ils teaders ette best
in Englisb current literature.

l[AitPsitRs YeuNG PPLz. (New Yok:- Harper & Brtbers
-Able and varie.! literature. finely ltIustr.%!cd. là provide.! weekly
in tbis moitt ecrletnt m3gat ne for yonr2 jpeople,

S 4T Ntrnitras <"Jw V',rk 1îCcnî.âyC.;- Si. Vcolf.ta
one of the best mnnihtv magazines for Young people vnbilshed on
tbis or ariv aîb:rcnneincnt The resding malter and the engravings
mre 01 the fineat qualaîy.

Oua LjI-n e Otvas ANi) TitK Nutsiy. (1lson i The Rus.
sell Publishing Cn-?' ro woder the littie oncs are deligied with
tis wtlcamne r tend thal cames 11 'hein every mninb. Thse planties
are beautiful.*and the silanes and gnod advicc are excelent.

Nin EAtL CA:I4a s pnwetul' lr.vthse "Scapegoal," whlch
gppeared in the IllustÙated Neu- therAs opid and sirnce repub.
lishrd in book faim, is futiovred ini that atirac..ve jnurnti by a ISCw

work of fiction, the ourse af wbicb ls laid in rurai Englancl, by Mr.
Robert Buchânn.

l&itApEtR's MAGAZINE. (New Ye'rlc: Harper & flîoers.)-The
November nunaber bas a flivour of Thanksgivirsg &bout i. The
Iton ipteccembntodies an dca in & Thanksgiving &tory, IlTbe Inn
of the Go.od Woman." There ls a second paper, graphîcally imus.
grated,on "lColin in î8go " Il Vn D.îains Ojîfit" depi,:s railroad
camp lire in Britih Culinahia. A tbisd înstaimcnt of 1* Letters ci
Charles Dickens 10 ilkie Collinsa"l sagiven. Dr. H-enry M. Field
conisibutes a mo-t Intet sting pape: on IlSionewall Jackson." IlThse
London of Good Queen Breas," by Walter Besant, gireà a view ai
London Ie during theT egnofa!Eitabeih. George du lacileî's
novel, 'IPlimer Ibbetsa," several good ahurt stntî'es and! meriloîbous
poemi comptete a niait atiaczive aumber aifilis popular oeonihly.

SCItIDNtRS MAOAZNE. (New York - Charlcs Scibner's Sons.)
11 Evenlng Colous"I formasthe trantiipiece ai the November .S'riô.

nsp":. Thse Ocean Sieamihip sertes ai papts s i tl continued ; 1113
time freiRbt carrying Io thse subi:ct af Ircaîment. As affording themes
for illusîîa'cd papers af much excellence niA7 be mention.! IlExplora-
tions in tthe Sierra Madre," jl The United! Sgaleç Naval Apprealice
Sien,' "The Pictutesque Qualiîy of lHofand-Figu..s and Cas.
tumes," Il"The Proposed Trans.Sabaran Railway." Tisen there are at-
tractive papers inch as "The Feteratian oiAuiraIis," b li on. Alfred
Dealdn, hi P,*of Victoria, and IlMi. Loweil as a Techcer." 41Thse
Wrecket." by Robert L'ruis Stevenson utasd Lloyd Osbaurne. is
continue There are &boit storits an.! poems of grSentmci.

TiiitCEtuRy. (New York. The Century Co.)-The Cretury,
in this the first number ai a new volume, entera on is îwenty-firi
year ai publication Thse type ls new. the engravings mare nu.
merous titan formily, and ae ofa the finest qîsality. Two eagraviags,
the Delpisian aad Cumean Sibyls, (rom frescoeti n thse Sistine
Chapel foims the fiontispiece. The pirîures of sceniry in the King's
River Canyon are isa remarkably âne. The illustrated papers ai thse
numt>er aie, "lA Great Germais Artist, A4oif Menz.:l ;" "IlThe
Players," by Brande, Matthews ; lA Revirial oi the Yosemite,"
and! IlSan Francisco Vigilance Cammittee." Quiser papers ni In.
.ees*are I"Suuthern Wamanu.ja as Atlec- A by the Wa;
«'What are Atmer!ans Djing ia At? " "Mazzint's Letters ta
an Engliàb Famly.'"IlThe Fod Supply of the Future," and
Il James Russell Lowell" Ru'lyard X'p.l ci! and Woolco , Baies.
lier beiia iheir collaborate. %tory. IlTric Nautahka," ibis manih.
Beaîucs thse usual features there are several excellent poemas a2d well-
toI.! short tones.

Tirse PitSDYTR:tIAN AND RitvoituitDRzvicw. (Philadelphiaz
MacCalta & C.; Toronto: D. T. bIcAinsh. 1-Tisis able q-jarteuly
presents in ils new issue severat contribuÀ ons of gteat value. The
openiag papier às by Rev. S. H. Kellogg, D D.. of Toronto. on
Il Etesnal Rettibuîcanor." The paptr as able. sctsalaxly and compr%-
bensive, tbe wier stating tbis conclusions Plath bis accuitame.!
drtainess, canduur and courage. Rev. G.-orge T. Putves follows
with a papier on IlSimon P.ter in the Scisool ai Christ." IlHypo.
thesis an.! Digma inthse Sciences" is bv Prc..tsior Chales W.
Shields, DD., LL.D , and camtes next. Pisidrm D. W. Fisher,
D.D., ofl,- -nover Colege, discasses IlThe New Pàychology," and
Rev. Lewis B. Paton, M. A., of Eist Orange, IlTnc Prophecies af
Balaam." IlThe Vocabulsiy of tLe New Testament" àa the subjeci
ai a piper by Rev. J. Ritchie Smith, A.M., and Dr. Nevitus, the
distinguistsed mnissionary ta China, gîves an accoui of the I nter-
national Missonary Union."~ Pisocapal Caven contibutes a paPrý-
on IlThe Geneias Assembly of thse Piesbyterian Claurc in t Cana:. '
Thse copions r.-views if new woîks in Tiseologacal and G.ýerpt Lit-
crainte are by no cmeans the least r .crestiog and valiable Icatures ai
this splendid ici îew.

Tiist HOMILETIC REvIEW. (< .,y York: Funk & Wagnals;
Toronto . 6 Bay Stree.)-Tise number for November is more tIbm
ordinarily attractive. In the Rcview Section Professor Wilk:nsoa
gives thse fia!o two briliant papets on the emsineat Ficnch preacli-
et, Bensier. Bishop Vîncent canttabutes a practacat article on Il"the
ül.nisry and! Papular Education Prutcusr Murray, of Pîaaceuon;
imites tapon the relaâe advantages and disadiutages cf IlSezal
Prea.ching." President At diews. ai Brown University, tells 'I ow
Econansîc Studies Help the Mînitry." Sume Tisoughts on $1lit.
urgics" are given by Pgntessor F. V. N. Paloter, ai Saiena, Va.
Thse Section i3suaggestive andi helilthroughout. In thse Seroeonic
'Section the van,ý us dca ,mîaatiuns arc represeate.! by sorte of their
ableat preachers. Thea leadiag sermon ls by Dr. S. Schaff, ôi
jacksonvilleq Ili., an.! bilsîles with striking sisougbis, Il u entutie.!
"The Sîur.ival of the Weakc." Aniang thse contribuions ta the S=c-

tion are Dr. Atexander Maclaren, Presîdent Reed, ai Dickeoson
Callege, and! Dr. Biand, of Oberlia. l I t Exegeiical Section Dean
Hart, of Denver, bas an able and original exegesis oi tise passge oun
Chist': preaebiog ta thse spiits in prison while iL thse miacellaneous
Sec iota the vetterable Dr, McCosh has a brncf papes on I ealati
Religion," whieh vii prove of deup interest ta Ils rea.ers.


