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If they do go ta churcli, it is to hiear dit Mcîhodist
preacher, or tire Episcopal rnissioniry. 1 invite aur
excellent Supcrintendent of tire Narth.-Vest ta look
Int some of our mission stations along tire C. P. R.
which lie can conveniently do,.and examine into tire
ittendance, tire Sabbath collections, etc., ani 1 wvill
guarn.ntec lie will corroboratc wliat 1 have alieged.
WVhyshouId wc not make oui Cburch respccted hierc?
ltishop Anson lias introduccd young men-graduatcs
of Oxford and Caînbridge-into <IICse Territories.
They cone wcell c1ualiticd cducationailv, socially, and
pecuniarily, ta spcnci a fciv ycars ini building up tlhcir
Churcli, îvhich. they are doing most cffcîuaitly,.antd il
has oflcn grievcd my bigotry fur iny oivn Churcli to
witness the manncr in wviich our Plrcsbyteri.ti people
aid and young, throng into anr Episcopal place af wor-
ship ta the utter negîcî of their awni, and ail on ac-
coutl of the miscrable, uniffinisterial, and sloveuly
manner in wvhich our services are canductcd by sortie
unfit persan. Now, do the successars of Burrns and
WViiiis and Baync, or af Cook, or Matheson, or Urqu-
hart, contemplat vioiating ail tire beretofore laws and
proccedings af tire Church by openîng the door of tire
haly ministry te unqualified men? ilVe in tire North-
WVest forbid it and deprccate iras a suicidai innovation.
WVe can and ivili wait till wc can gel botta jfdie minis-
ters. WVe want no Ilsmake-s!-ufts " in aur religion. WVe
want the genuine article. Exiuse rte proixtty of tis
communication. Yau rnay perchancc licar fromniei
again. PETER GaRE.

Af oose Alfoidir, M>,zly

LA VMIENV 1W CHURWH COU/RTS.

INR. EtDiTo,-Thc near approach af thc annual
meeting ai the General Assembty suggesîs the con-
sîderation of a grave defcct in the constitution atoaur
church courts, fromn which the lresbytcri.-n body ini
Canada has been suffering for years, and whichi
must soutner or Inter be remedied if itla flont ta be-
cornte a serious bar to its prosperity. 1 refer ta the
almost campiete suppression ai tire lait>', alike in the
legisiation of the Church and in the administration ai
hier affairs. This is no new grievance ; 1 have licard
il complained of for years by active laynien, and 1
have repealed>' had occasion ta notice it while at-
tending Assemb>' meetings mn a jaurnalistic capacity.
At anc of theserneetings severai ycars ago,a conférence
ai eiders was held on the subiect, apparent>' without
an>' solution ai tire difficuity having been fonnd, for
matttrs have sincc drifie an in the aid, unsatisfactary
%way.

The causes ai the virtual. suppression ai the iaity
ta ivhich 1 refer, arc e far ta seek or liard ta discern.
1 do flot now raise the question whiclî iay well emerge
howevcr, in an>' discussion that hereafter takes place:
VJhether the ruling eider is under aur Prcsbyter-
ian polity, proper>' spcaking, a laynian or flot? I
prefer confining niy rcmarks ta thc obvions fact that
even if lie is aliawed to be a laytran hie is a very lay
figure in the background ai aur Presbyterics, Synods
and Asseanblies.

The Presbytery is usuaily made up ai two represen-
tatives fronm each congregation, the pastar and ane
eIder. The Synod is simnilarly.,compgsed, anid the
General Assembly is mnade up ai delegations ai min-
isters and eiders in equal numbers chasen by and from;
by the Presbyteries. Under sucli a constitution, no
layman but an eIder, ifihe is one, can becomie a menm-
ber af any court. Nov tire eiders are nlot usually
choscn b>' the cangregations with a vicw ta the wvork
of legislatian or administration for the Chur-h ati
large. They are chosen, and prapcrly so, with a . v
ta the administration ai the affairs ai the cangregalian
itseli, to assist the ininister in the discliarge ai bis
pastoral duties and in the gencra«l oversiglit ai his
fock. It generally bappens that mcn so chasen are
not well adapted for tak-ing an active part in the
generai ivark of the Church, thangli, in the vast
majority af cases, the>' are adrnirably adapted for thc
performance of the duties tht>' have been clected
ta discliarge.

Ta make maltera worse, whilc the pastor ofithe con-
gregation is ex ojlicza a constant memiber ai the Pres-
bytery, the position ai associate fromn his congrega-
tion is taken by the eIders in turfi. Where there are
a dozen elders-not an unusualty large number-in
anc kirk session, it la obvions that na one, :,howcver
able or conscientioua in the discharge af his duties,
Can exercise an influence: an churcli work at ai! com-:
parable %vith that excrcisedl by bis pastor, hanwcver

cleicicnt tire latter mn>' be in legislative or adminis-
trative caipacit>'. Tire nrinistcr, like tire eider, niust
take bis chance of election ta bire General Assenib>',
but bis chance ai election is at Ieast ten timtes as good.

It %vill not bc dispnted b>' an>' anc that it is desir-
able ta have representative and caîtpetentlaiynien
in aur Cliurchi Courts, noer will il bc contcnded b>' an>'
anc tlîat tire prescrit mcîhod secures their presence
there. WViat is rte remcedy ? An obvions une is ta
adopt theAnglican meîlîod oigiving cadit congregatian
the riglit ta ec froin ainangst ils own mieinhers a la>'
delegate ta the Plresbytei y and Synod, instcad ai giv-
ing Ille posit ion ta tire eiders in~ rotation. In ibis %vay
rite I>rcsbyîeriai delegation ta tire Assczîîbiy %vould
bc nmadle ta itîclude a reai and active llry ciemient and
the Generai Assemib' %vonld neyer be without a con-
siderable nuniber ai praîninent and expcrienced men
vehosc participation in its praccetings wvould bc ai in-
calculable benefit ta tire Churci. Mi. 1-1OUSTlON.

Tanento, Jun c , iS8y.

THE REMlIT ONV ELDERS' COP>IES OP
ASSEAIJJL Y M4fiNU'7'RS.

M R. Env-roR,-Thce proposai now bcing proîîounced
upon by Preshyteries, ta wîthholdlin future front eiders
tie annual copies ai MInues of Assemb>' heretafore
aupplied ticta, is, in my judgmnent, open la grave ob-
jection .

Il is unîcasonable as weli as uniair that eIders
shouid bcecxpecled and requîred la manifest an in-
telligent interest an tht vartons Schemces ai the Chnrch
wlien tire oniy lmans îvhereby tht>' can beconie ac-
quaintcd. with the true stalleofithe life and work af the
Chnrch is wthhietd. Compla.ints, loud a.nd irequent, ai
an ineficient cldership are voiced fromn lune ta lime by
thehiglîercourtsoiîtheChurch ; but the proposal subrnit-
ted is certainiy a navet inethod ai carrcing that in-
efficiency; rnnning courrter, as il dues, ta tire judg-
ment and cxpcricnce ofishrewd business men in ever>'
other circle. No secular business concern would ever
drcam aifliazarding its interests or insnlting ils afficers
in tire manner proposed, and the Churcli ai Christ
oughl ta bc the last institution on earth ta require tire
fli[ taie ai bricks whiic it withholds tire strawv.

The contention that eIders slîouid aider and pa>'
for copies ai the Minutes on their civil accountr is
significant, wicni lookcd al, in cannection %viril rte
efforts put forth ta equip ta the fualleat possible ex-
tent ever>' salaried officiat in the Church's service.
If out ai aur one and anc-bauf millions ai revenue
for aIl purposes, te small amounit nccessary ta sup-
ply the eIders of the Church wiîh copies ai the Minutes
is begrudgcd, il affords painful proof, cither that their
services are ai ver>' lîttle account, or are very little ap-
precîaîed. _________AN ELDER.

IN Germany, says the Iiidepen(t, there has been
an nnpredecenied increase in the number ofiuniversity
atudents during the last decade. From a population
ai 45,250,000 there ivere ::,ooo studenîs aîtendiog the
universities, whilc in England, wvitb a total population
ai 26,000,00, there arc but 5,soo students at Oxford
and Cambridgc. Tire Governmcnts ai German>' dis-
play' great zeal in the cause ai edutcation, especiai>' ai
universit>' education. Thcy ivatch over the Univer-
sities %-îth slceplcss vigilance, pa>' sevenly-two per
cent. ai their expetîses, and literally drive sîndents
within their walls b>' naking them the onl>' denrs ai
admission ta the learncd professions and ta tire higier
deparmnt ai the ii evc Durng tht s
iew ycars tee ba ee "a suddecrdigt:h-
loy, thnt nunîber ai diinity studenîs, especia il' aiPoestan students, baving been ioncreased in a re-
maîkable degret.

MRS. ELIZABETH THOaIPsON, ivideîy known for
hier charities, living ait Stamfid, Conn., is contemplat-
ing an original schcme for daing gaod. On tictheor>
that tht aid and stirring -.eligions. hyrnns which ivere
familiar in childhaod, and front which many people in
later years drift se far away that bard>' an echeof ihem
remains in the niemor>, wouild, ifheard again, stir aId
recollections and reawaken religious sentiments long
dormant, shte proposes te send musical arganizations
ihrongh tht contry vthich will render the- religions
music flot only in concert halls but in public places
wherc masses of people congregate. Mrs. i bonpson
intends flot onl>' t0 organîze bands ai sacred ministrels-
ta travel from place te' place, but desires ta gelt ta-
getber local camparries of young people, under good
musical direction, who ,vill give sacred concerts.
She la Ver>' mnch ini caracal, and is fully detcrmincd ta
tr>' tht expqemtnt.

MEf 4MRRIlGE QUES710N. ,

VACTS, OVINloi4s ANI 'ISON nirs O F o>' RCI cittCOURSu.
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(Coltdud6.d.)
35. Tite Synod of tite Ilresby:ceriao Cîturcl, ai Canada, nt

ils meeting in i8S6, "tlook up a nienitiat irom itt IPzcsby-
tcr>' af Cobourg, witl, refece ta rite subj ect of niarriages
Ibetween broîliers atigl sisters-in.lavv. The ;ollovine delivcr-
nce Nmas aulopied( b>' rite Synod, viz. : Titie Synod ha±,,ntg JtO

d~,*ttu/jiiia:,as ta rtet cotirotiîîîîy %virl sacred Scilture
or tilt princijîles laid down in aut Churcla Standards, on rtec
law ainmaîrnage, nti cspcaliy touclîîng rte des oi
afl'tnity witlîîn %lich niarriage ns éiatdden b>' rte divine
lawv, cnoin on l'resbytcrics tu c2rry out these rccognized
îirinciples, ns a t ai guidance io dealîng wvitli praclical
questions of church fttlaivship in ibis lmnticular."

36. Io the Syiîod af ite Canada 1'resb trdan Church, in
1867, Mr. John Cunninghamî appcalcd i ran a decision et
the i'resbytery of London in rtec rtter ai his suspension
frani rite mciiihrslîip oi the Churci fur înarrying bis dccascd
wifc's sister. " It vins nîavcd by 1%i. McLaugilin, eIder,
seconded Idy Mi. 1. ltass-Tat the Synad dismiss the np.
lient and a Ifir the dccisian ai tht Prestîylety." A motion
ta posipott a rîccision t a future sedertint was loat, and
afier long rcasoning the motion of lir. à1cLaughlin was
carmned by a tnajanîy of ï,g ta 5. At rte saine meeting cf
Syn -od an averture was pîescnted fhum tht Session ai Koox
Church, W'soodstock, on rtet sub]ect. af mattiage %vith a de-

ceasedl %ife's sister, and n motion was made b>' Nr. W. T.
M ulnseconded b>' Mr. J. Lang-«' Thar it lie reniitted

to Presbyteries anIl Sessions tu consider rte subjcct ai Ibis
averture, and ta repart ta next Syno as ta %whether the
clause in lhe Confession af Faitli which iorbids, b>' implica*
tion, marrnage with the 5151er ai a dcccased ivifé, shal lie
amcr.ded or renîoved irot tt onfession aiFaitht' It iças
,nov'ed in amendmnent l'y Mi. Andrew Wilson, secotded by
lM. Ilums-"That the nvertnre concerning mainiage with a
tleccased %v it's sîster be flot sent down ta I'resbyteries, andi
that il is unnecessry- anti iexpomdient at the pieselit tinue
ta agitate futilici titis imîîoitaoî subject." The Initier
consideration ofai te overture was postponed until next mecet-
ing of Synod by a vote afisctvcnt)-nine to four.

37. At rte meetin' of 186 il was decidetl, on tht ruling
ni the Moderatai, tît.at the Oveiture [raom the sessiail «i
Knox Church, Woodsîock, cuuld; fot be laitier enteuîainz-à
on rte gronnd itla it %vas incaopetenit for an inicriai court
auîhoritatively ta iinpugn rtet doctrines of tht Cîturch, as
nas duneji> tie teris ai the overture. BJut a sinjlai aver-
turc (rani several niembeis ai Synod %vas consideied. A
nmotion %vas made b>' Mr. M.\cNullen, secondled by Dr. Là-
pîondsan, ta send down rite subject ta Presîtyterits and ta
tostruct titem ta repiott whethcr in tutur judigment the taw
ai tic Church on the suject ai marriage wîih n dterSeasei
wifc's sister siould not bc so aitered as tint the Churci
Courts nîight bc reliuved froin the rcsp)onsibility ai casting
out af churci ieilowslip, an grounds nuci disputed, those
who are so nîamied. it was moyed in amendtient tmy Dr.
Wiliis, and seconded by Mr. W. Giegg, ta appoint a coin-
mittec ta give ils considcraîion ta the subject %viti a vicw or
clncidating the Scriptural basis ai said lawt and siawing tiat
Our ioies , ; discipline do fiat test on sîight ai aibitmar>'
grounds. Anoiher ameod ment, movcd b>' Nii. David Inglis,
scconded by 'Mr. Andrcw Wilson, %vas caiiied by a vote af
52 ta 37-'l Tiat the p rayer ofaitet petition be not granted,
anid itlîthis Synod a rra ticir continued adheiencc ta, the
declaration ai the WVestminster Confession an the subject ta
which thc averture reiers.Y

38. Jo £869, tht cansideintion ai an overture on marriage
with a deceased wife's sistcr. transmitted by tht Preshytrry
ai Cabourg, and . petition (ranm iN. J. Cunningham an tie
samne subjeet was det:fricd tilI next Synod.

39. Jo IS70 tht Assemb>' af the Canada Presbytenian
Ch.urcih pni the consideration ai the overtuit ai the
Piesbyter>' ai Cobourg, Idit aver iliom lat Synod. MT. Laing
proposed tie iallowîng motion, scconded by Mr. J3artlett,
eIder :-That the averture be received, and tiaI a commiitît
be appointed ta considcr ibis subjecî in ail ils bearings.
First-On tht dealings ai this Chuicit, in cnîîing off (nain
ils communion parties rnairied in the speciied relation.
Secondîy-On tie restaration ai sucli parties ta tht privileges
oi the Chnrch, if this cao bc dont consistcotl>' %ith Scipinre.
Thitdly-On tht civil law ai the several provinces and count-
tries in which ibis Chuichis placed ; ind furtier-to prepare
such a vindicctian ai tic doctrine and practice af tht Chnîci
as nîay aid in icning doubts anti affoid drîhections ta
Sessions in their dealing %viti parties, so that the action ui
the inferior courts mn>' bc uniforin andi consistent, and ta
report ta next Asscmbîy.

Il was moyeU in amendaient by Dr. Tapp, secondtd
by Mr. Donald WValters, Elder-That tht overture be dis-
niissed, inasmuch as the Assenihl> doms flot ste an>' renson
for sncb inquiry as la pioposed on tht subject. I was
mnovcd in (urther amcndnicnt b> Professai Caven, seconded
by Mr. Gregg, tint iaving regard ta thte importance ai tht
subject brought beore the General Assembl>', ane on which
tht Confession ai Failli give; no uncertain soundi, dcliring
an Scnipturc grounds thcre refeircd ta, tint marriages within
certain degrces ai affinit>', inctudiog the relatiansiip ai a mai
ta tie sister ai bis deccasd ivife, are iorbidden by the divine
lav, and cari neyer bc nmade Iavful' b>' an>' law ai mri, or
consent ai parties, tie Assemb>' sets no sufllict gronnd
for modufying tht ecclesiastical aile ai ils communion in
ibis parlicular, whici is also, ia brman7 mith the civil las,
ai Gîet Britan, but willing ta tient with respect tht diffi-
cuîties aisaine, amonti whomn questions have arisen as ta tht
relevancy or sufficiency ai tht Scripture degret o ainit>',
braughtitiunder notice, is held ta test, agic ta appoint a coin.
milite ta give ils consi:leration ta the stubjtct, with the view
ai clucidaing the Scriptural basis of raid Iaw, and siowing,
as lai as nia> bc to parties aggrieved by the ailes ai discip-
line, tint th=s do flot test on sîight or arbiîrazy grounds,
andi ta report ta next Asscmbly.

It was moveti in iitier amtentiment hy b1r. J. 'K. Smnith,


