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FIELDS OF LABOUR.
BY KNOXONIAN.

Some difficultics aré common to all fields of labour,
Sin is sin, whether you have to fight against it in the
metrepolitan city, in the prosperous town, i the worn-
out, decaying village, in the quiet country district,
zmong the rocks of Manitoba, or on the broad prairics
of the North-West, It may take on different forins
in different places but it is always sin.  The great ad-
versary is essentially the samie in Brnitish Columbia as
in Quebeg, in Toronto as in Tamsui. The power by
which we are cnabled to work for Chnist 1s always and
everywhere the same.  The same power that helps
our ‘missionarics in India to labour, that helps our
labourers in China to wait, neives the arm of the pio-
necr who works amidst the blizzards of the North-
west and cheers the heart of the city nussionary in
Toaronto or Montreal. The aid is always and every-
where cqually potent, and comes from the same divine
source. The conditions of success are essentially the
same in all fields. There can be no permanent suc-
cess in any field without earncst, persistent, conse-
crated work., An idler or trifier may make a splurge
for a short time and while he is “starring " may seem
to eclipse his plodding neighbours, but the result al-
ways shows that nothing but faithful earnest toil can
tell in the end.  Sin is common to all fields, grace
helps in all and there is no permanent success to .ny
without honest persevering work. And yet it goes
without saying that some ficlds are much more diffi-
cult than others,

Spurgeon’s brother—not a very complimentary title
for a really able man~ made this remark to the stu-
dents of Knox College in an after-dinner address some
years ago: “Gentlemen, you will soon enter upan
the -cal work of the ministry, and 1 have no doubt
cach one of you will have the most difficult field of
labour in the Church.” There was something more
than humour in that observation. There are blue
days when every minister is liable to think his own
field of labour the most difficult. Of the seven hundred
ministers in the Presbyterian Church in Canada it 1s
pretty hard to say who has the most difficult ficld.
Perhaps the minister has the most difficult ficld who
has no field at all.  His ficld is the world, in a sense
that neither Arnot nor Bruce nor any other commen-
tator ever found in that part of the parable. The
probaticner’s field is wide enough, but like the fields
in the North-Waest it is somewhat cold, and blizzards
are more plentiful than bonanzas. Any minister that
drives ten or fifteen or probably twenty miles on Sab-
bath over all kinds of roads in all kinds of weather
and preaches three times has a ‘difficult field. To
compare his evening service with that of a man who
may have spent most of the Sabbath afternoon in rest-
ing himself is a picce of thoughtless injustice. Put a
stylish city or town minister over that route every Sab-

bath for a year and by the end of the year his style
would be gone -perhaps he would be pretty well gone
himself. A dead village with half a dozea churches
is always a difficult field unless one’s congregation 1s
mainly composed of solid pcople from the country.
A rural district in which the people are taking Horace
Greeley’s advice and going west isa trying field. Long
ago congregations in the eastern, part of Ontario suf-
fered by t” ¢ loss of people who moved to the westemn
part, and now congregations in the West suff~r by re-
movals to the stiil farther West. British Columbia is
the only place safe from that kind of trouble, Alo-
cality that has been burnt over adozen times by bogus
revivals is one of the most difficult and kopeless of
ficlds. Condensation is a good thing in sermons, but
when people have learned to condense twelve months’
praying into onc month they do not make a good con-
gegation. The most discouraging creature in human
formisa ..n who has “got religion® half a dozen
times and lost it every time. He knows A5 religion
was a sham and he concludes that a// religion is of
the same kind. A community mainly composed of
people of that character is not so hopeful a field of
labour as Tamsui even with the French cannon thun.
dering at its gates. Any field of labour in which a
minister has little or no help is a hard one. It is
utterly impossible to attain success without good men
to aid in spiritual work, and good business men to at-
tend to cecular matters in a business way.
Speaking from a merely human standpoint the

casiest ficlds are those in which the population is con-
stantly increasing. There is something stimulating
to both minister and congregation in the influx of new
people.  Next to the grace of God, nothing beals old
cengregational sares so fast as new blood. A grow-
ing population makes an casy field ; a declining pop-
ulation is always a hard one. Hence the man who
barely holds a congregation together in i community
that is constantly falling off in its nunbers and corres-
pondingly declining in spirit may be doing much bet-
ter wotk than one who adds hundreds to his com-
munion roll where the population is going up by thou-
sands and the peaple are crowding inupon him.  One
lesson that Christian peaple need very much to learn
—ministers perhaps more than others—is to judge
cvery worker by his opportunities.  The tendency to
worship success of a statistical kind is just as strong
in the Church asinthe world, Fewmen have enough
grace and conunon scnse to believe that a vagged
wissionary plodding arross the prairies in Manitoba
may be doing quite as good work as a fashionable
preacher in Montreal or New York.

IMPRESSION.: FROM A STUDY OF
WICLIF » 4REER.

BY THE REV, PROFESSOR M'LARLN, D.D.

There are few men who have done such a work as
John Wiclif, * Moming Star of the Reformation,” of
whose early career so little is certainly known. The
date of his birth and the college in which he studied
are still matters in dispute, and his family is alimost a
blank. All we can say is that he was barm probably
about the year 1320, and that he studied most likely
at Balliol College, Oxford, of which he afterwards be-
came Master. The fact that he scems to have sprung
from a family which at no period ofits history appears
to have shown any leaning towards the views em-
braced by its niost distinguished scton, may, in part
account for the obscunty which rests upon his carly
life. His student career can only be guessed at from
the fact that in due time he was recognized as the fore-
most m. n in his university for varied learning and
mental power ; and stood unsurpassed among the
eminent men of the century which he adorned. And
even at a later penied when the position to which he
had risen made him an object of keen interest to
others, it is not casy to trace the steps which Jed him
gradually to adopt his distinctive views, or ¢ven in
some instances to determine definitely the precise
shade of opinion which he embraced. It is certainly
not creditable to the scholarship, or to the Protestant-
ism of England that five centuries have passed since
his death, and we are still without a complete edition
of his works, large portions of which are still buried
n manuscript form in the libraries of Europe.  Until
such an edition of hus works is accessible, it will al-
ways be necessary to speak of certain points with a
measurce of reserve. Butthe labours of recent English
writers, the publication of a portion of Wiclifs Latin
works, and the painstaking researches of Lechler,
have cast much light upon the life and sentiments of
the Evangelicat Doctor, and have made it possible to
speak on many topics with greater confidence.

A cursory study of what is now known of Wiclif
has made certain impressions upon me which may be
suitably recalled on this oceasion.

1. No one can familiarize himself with Wiclif with-
out being impressed with the fact that he was a man
of great power.  As we examine his life and his works
the conviction grows upon us that it is no ordinary
personality with which we have been brought into
contact. He stands out before us as a man of rare
gifts, high character, and strong resolve. The im-
perial intellect, indomitable encrgy and lofty aims
which characterize John Wiclif would have made him
a man of power in any age. He had not the strong
social and emotional nature which, a century and a.
half later, gave to Martin Luther such a sway over
the masses of his countrymen. But inclear, penetrat-
ing intellect, and ability to grasp successfully divine
truth, we need not hesitate to rank him in cvery way
the peer of the German Reformer. Dr. Hanna re-
marks, “That the whole circle of questions concerning
tae canon of Scripture, the autherity of Scripture, and
the nght of private interpretation of Scripture, with
which the later controversics of the Reformation have
made us so familiar, received their first treatment in
this country at Wiclif’s hands. In conducting this

fundamental controversy, Wiclif had to lay all the

foundtions with his own unaided hand. Anditisno
simall praise to render to his work to say, it was
even as he laid them, line for line, and stone for stone,
that they were relaid by the master builders of the
Reformation.,” (Wiclif ard the Huguenots, p. 116.)
The Oxford doctor and the Wittemberg monk had
cach the gifis which fitted him for his predestined
work. To Wiclif it was given tosow the sced and to
Luther to reap the hanv est. There are diversitics of gifts
but the same Lord.  The high personal character of
Wiclif was no small clementin the power whicl he ex-
crted.  When we remember the manner in which Rom-
ish writers have sought to vilify nearly all the Reform-
ers, it is something to discover that they have scarcely
made a serit.as attempt to malign the character of Wi
clif. Indeed, some of the most striking testimonics to
his unblemished reputation and commanding powers,
have come from his bitter cnemies.  (17de Burrows, p.
31, 34.) It is evident, however, that his power was not
due mercly to intelicctual ability and pure morality,
his heart was manifestly touched by the power of di-
vine gruce. There are no records by which we can
trace the stages of his spiritual life, but if a tree can
be known by its frt, we cannot'fail to recognize John
Wiclifas, in the highest sense, and in growing mea-
sure, a man of God. He was carly led to study the
Scriptures, and as he fed upon the truth, he gathered
spiritual strength for his work. Such a life as he
led could have been sustained only by a decp con-
viction of the truth, a firm trust in God, and an .arnest
love to Christ, and a burning desire for the salvation of
men.

We find combined in him what is seen only in {ew
great men, the keen intellect of the most acute school-
man, the practical sagacity of the modern Anglo-
Saxon, and an unsurpassed power for work. Itwasa
combination that would have made his influence felt
in any age or country.

2. [tis evident that Wiclif was also specially prepared
for his work. He had not only natural endowments
of a high order, but the training which he underwent
did much to fit him for the niche which he was de-
signed to fill. While we cannot profess an unqualified
admiration for the scholastic philosophy,it was, in
the hands of a man like Wiclif, very far from the
empty thing it is sometimes represented. One thing
is certain, noone in that age could 2xpect to be a
leader in the lcarned world who was not thoroughly
master of it. In this department Wiclif was pre-
eminent. As a scholastic and dialectician he was un-
surpassed in the century.  His thinking ran naturally
in the same grooves as the best trained intellects of
hiy age, His careful study of the foundations of ail
governments civil and ceclesiastical, and bis intimate
acquaintance with canon law gave him a special ap.
titude for dealing with the class of yuestions which
then agitated the nat on, and which first called him
forth as an antagonist to the clamns of the Papacy.
Wiclif evidently drank in the patriotic spirit of the
nation, and his hearty sympathy with the people in
their aspirations, was itself an important preparation
for his work. The bnlhant military triumphs of
Edward I11. and the Black Prince, made Englishmen
conscious of their strength, and kindled their patriotic
feclings into a flame. It was under these influences
that Wiclif grew up to manhood, and in after life he
never allowed the patriot to be suak in the mere
ecclesiastic. And no one can fail to sce in his early
and intimate acquaintance with the Holy Scriptures
and the solemn religious impressions made upon his
heart by the ravages of the terrible pestilence which in
his day desolated the world, vitally important cle-
ments in his traming for his great work,

3. Another impression equally distinct which is
made by a study of the Reformer’s carcer is that the
world was prepared for his work. Great men usually
express as well as modify the sentiments of the age
in which they live. A leader of men must con-
sciously or unconsciously be largely a follower. He
must drink in the spirit of the age heis to guide. If
he is too far in advance of his generation, he Jacks the
points of contact with his fellows necessary to make
his words understood and felt. It is evident that the
nation and the age were prepared when Wizlif ap-
pearcd on the stage.

The Crusades had shortly before run their course,
but not without doing much to quicken the mental
activity of Europe. In their original design they
proved a failure.  The holy places remained in the
hands of theinfidel.  But the purpose of God in them

proved no failure. They were a grand agency in
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