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TWO FISHERS.

Foit~î li, Fr. Ileh .'f iy 'l' 'V,,,î,r,'a,t I1

l1>auis w.as blockadcd-fnuiis;lied- at the point of death. E%. ci
the sparrows on the lîousetops 'vere few anid îÜîr bectwen, anid the
very scwere %vere iii dangcir cf becoining (lepepulated. People ate
aniythiîîg tlîey could get. Nonisietir %%ori .-ot, u .îî akcr by trade,
wvas wnlking enrly one briglît Janunry miorning doivn the Boule-
v.irds,, hizl haîîds iii tlîe 1)ckets of lus evercoat, feeling (lpsed~5(,
%%.lien, lic uinespecedly rail agaînst a fricîîd. lie rtectgnizcd
Monîsieuir Sauivage, ait 01(1-tiie chuimi of the river side. Every
Sundcav before the w.ar NMorisot uscd te sflirt at day break %v'iti lus
baniboo Lihingy rod iii lis hand, luis titi, bait and tackle box upon
luis bacI:. lie uned te fak-e the train to Colombes, and wvalk frein
there te the islant. cf 'Mal.ran)tlie. No sooncr hiad he arrived at the
river than ho used to begin te fishi anid cuntine fislîimg utitil cvcning.
flcre cvcry Stindny lie used to îuîeet Nfonsieur Sauvage, n lineii-
diraper from Paris, but ,:tout and joviail %vithal, as keen a fishermumîn
uliereover as lie %vas himîîself. Ofteiu thuc would ,it sido by -:ide, tlieir
feot dan2ling over the waiter for haif a day at a tiînc, and say
searccly a Wvord, yet little by littie tlîey eceame fhieîudb. Somnetimes
they iiever spoke at al]. Occasieîmally tlîey Inuncelîed out iîîte
convereation, but they uuudcrstoed ecd otlii perfectly w.ithout its
aid, foir tiîcir tuistes and ideas wcrc thie sainle. On a Spring norning
ini the bright suîmshinc, wlien the higlît and dclicmîte iîit liovercd
o'.er the river, and tliese twe mad fishermnen enjoycd a forcfiaste cf
rcal suiuinier wventhc.r, Mioriset %veîîld say to his nei-libor.

liein ! îuot bad, cli?
And Sauvage %vould rcply:' I kîow unthing to beat it."
Thlis interchange eof sentimuent %vis quitc eîicu±rht te engender

inutual undcistmun<ingy amd cstem.
In auturniiî, tewar(ls ovening, whcii tic scttin'g suit ieddeîied

tie sky andl cast ,;Iadews of tha fleeting cloud6, ever tue %water,
wvlîen the river '.vas deckced iii purple ; %vîcn thie ivhole horizon w.as
liglited up and tue figures cf tue twvo fricnds wvcrc illuinuîîîd as %vitu
lire; wvhenî the russet-browuî cf tîme trees '.vas Iiglitiv tiiugvd %'.ith
grold, aînd thme trees thueiiselves shîivercd wvith a wvintrv slîakc,
Monbieur Sauvage %euild smile at Mounsieur Mlorisit iaid IlW a
a sîglîr, el ?

And M1onsieur M1orisot, %villieut ( mcmi rai,,îng, lus eycs froint his
flont, wovuld answcer, Il Bettcer than the Boulevards, hein!

l'i illoriling, as soen as tiîey liad rcegnizcd cach uther, they
sluook, iaiîds wvarnîly, quite overcomte nt îîîcetiîîgr again under sucli
different circuiîistaîîccs.

Monsieur Sauvage si-lic-d and murmurcd, - A mice state of

M1oiisieur 'Morisot, gloomny anid samd, amswevred, Il Auîd whmnt
wecatlucr! To day is Ncew Year's day.

The sky ia filet 'vas clcar, bright and beauitiftil.
Tlîey bcgan te %valk alonag, ',rrovful alid pensive. said

,Morisot, - And our fisbing. cli? WVlmt titnes wc ti-,cd to have!
Sauvage rephied: "Whien slmall we have tliern agrain?
Tlicy ivent into a little II cafe " and had a glass of absinthe, and

thon started again on tîmeir walk.
Thcy stopped at another "Icafec" for anotier glass. Whcn

thîey caille .Ïgiiii tluey %vcrc slightly dazcd, liko people '.vlo liad
fasted loiig and then p-ti'kLen Lue freely.

It '.as iovely wc:.tl' 'r. A soft breeze fanned their faces.
'Monsieur Sauvage, upon wvllom ilie fresh air %.vas beginning Le take
cifect, suddcnly said "Suppose we wcre te go.

II Go w.hre ?
I< %ýlhy, fishing!"

B Iut wherc?"
To our i8land of' cour.,c. T'îe Frech outports arc at

Colomibes. 1 kno% Col. Dcmîueulin ; lic %vill lot us pass tlîrough
cas lyý enougli."

ý1Iorisot trembled %,itli deliglît at tlie vc idet. -i AIl ri-lit,
l'in your nin."

They separatcd te fetoli their rods.
An hoîîr afterwards thcy '.vere walking fast alorig the hiighi rond,

towards tic town corntuandcd by Col. Deinulin. He 8milcd at
thicir rcqucst but grantcd it, and they went on thecir w.ay rejoiciîîg
in the possession of the pnssword.C

Soon they hnd crosscd the liues, piiscd througlh desertcd
Colombes, and found theniselves in the vineyard lcading down tu
the river. It was about eloyen o'clock.

On the othier side tho village of Argenteuil 8eemced as it it wcre
dead. Thei his of E.greinont and Sanions commainded the w.hoec
country round. Trhe great plain litrctcming out as far as Mamitcrne
wns Cmipty as air. Notlîing in sight but cecrry treaS9, and stretcliec'
ofgrcy soit.

Monsieur Sugcpemmted w.ith his linger to the hcighits nbov':,
nnd said :« l'lie Prussians are up there, " and a vague sease ut'
uneansiness seized upon the two friends.

'flc Prussians ! Thy ad neyer set cyes uapon thein, but (or
nientils past they hiad feit their presence near, encirclingr tlîcîr
beloved Paris, ruining their beloved France, pillnging, nassacring,
insatiable, invincible, invisible, ail powerful, and as they thouglît
on tiin a sort of superstitious terroir scemned to minglo w.ith tic
hate they bore townrds their unknown conqueror8. Morisot
iiiurmured : IlSuppose we were to ineet themn, " and Sauvage
replied, %vith the instinctive gallantry of the Parit3ian, 44 Wîell ! we
would offier them soute of our fish for supper. "

Ail the ranme they hesitated before venturing imîto the country,
intiînidated as they 'vere by the all-pervading silence.

Eventually Monsieur Sauvage plucked up courage. «"Contc
along. let's inake a start ; but we must be cautious.

They wcnt through the vineyard, bent double, crawliag alomg
fromn burli to bush, cars and eyes on the alert.

Only one strip of g-round lay between them and the river.
ihey began te run, and %whcn tlîey renched the bank they croucheil
dowvn acton« the dry reeds for 2helter.

Morisot laid lus ear te the -round te listen for the sound of
faotsteps, but lic cot'ld hear nothing. Thcy were altine, quite
aloee; gradually they felt reassured and began to figsh.

The de,,:rted island of Maranthe id( themn froin the opposite
shiore. The little restaurant was closeà and Iookcd as if it hall
been ncglected for years. MNonsieur Saouvage cnught the firLt
gudgeon, M-%onsieur Morisot the second, and every minute thev
pulied up their lines w.ith a littie silver objcet dangling and
strugygling on the hock. Truly a miracuileus draught of fishes.
As the flsh were cauiglit they put thein in a net w.hich fioated ini
the water at their feet. They positively revelcd in the cnjoymielit
of a long, forbidden sport. The sun shione wnrmn upon tlieir backS.
Thicy heard nothiuîg-they thiotight of nothing-the rest of the
world was as nothiag to themn. They siniply fishced.

Suddenly a sniothiercd sounid, as it wcre underground, miade
the cnrth tremble. The guas hand re-commenced firing. Mlorisot,
turned his head, and saw above the bank. Piar away to the lef t
the vast shiado'.v of Moent Valerien, and over it the '.vhite wrentlî
of snioke from the gaun which liail just been fired.

Then a jet of flanie burst forth fromn the fortress in a.ns'.ver, a
moment Inter follow.ed by another explosion. Theon others, titi
every second as it sceecd the mouatain brcathed eut death, anîd
the w.hite sinoke fornièd a fumeral pall above it.

Monsieur Sauvage sbrugged his shoulders. IlTlîey are begimi-
ning again, said lic.

Monsieur M'%orisot anxiously wavtching his floût bob up and dowii,
w.as suddenlyseized '.vith rage against the belligerents and growlcd eut:

I How idiotic to 1<111 one another like that," Mâonsieur Sauvage.
l t's worsc than the brute beasts."

L~onsieur Morisot, Wholî had just hookced a bleak, said: Aîîd
to tlîink that it will always be thus se long, as there are such things
as -gevernnmcnts."

C>Monsieur Sauvage stoppcd lini: «'The Ropublie would not
have dcclaicd w.ar."


