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the rest of us, expected to outlive everybody. But in pro-
cess of years he fell lame, then afterwarÔ'.. lie became deaf,
and at last lie grew blind; then Death's hour had corne,
and in spite of some admirable pleading on behaif of the
defendant ini the case, he had bis 1'three warningts" like a
Parisian editor, his case xas closed, bis formi was locked up,
and bis impression was struck off the face of the earth, and
Death claimed and had bis own. (Laugliter.) Now, sir,
we have had three warnings, and if we do flot take heed of
them and prepare for the -1possible future condition into
whîch wve may be plunged, wvoe, to us if xe are found
unprepared when the hour of destiny strikes!i (Cheers.)
We have subniitted a plan preparing us for such a contin-
gency, and the Attorneys-General East and West have
analyzed its constitutional character, while the Minister of
Finance and the President of the Council have treated it in
its financial aspects. There are sonie objections taken to
the plan, I understand, but I do not believe that any mem-
ber will get up in this flouse and declare that lie is an anti-
unionist, that he is opposed to all union, and that he con-
siders union unnecessaryý and inexpedient. (Hear hear.) 1
do noV know that there is one man out of the one hundred
and thirty who compose this House, in view of the circum-
stances in which -%ve are placed, who will deelare that he is
opposed to any sort of union with the Lower Provinces.
'One m-ay say that he does not like this or the other clause
-that he does not like Vhs or that feature of the proposed
sehenie; but stili ail admit that union of somne 'kind would
in-rease our protection and be a source of strength. Some
honorable gentlemen, whule admitting that we have entered,
within the present decade, on a period of political transition,
have contended that w'e niight have bridged the abyss wvith
.that Prussian pontoon called a Zollverein. But if any one
l'or a momentwill remeniber that thne trade of the whole front
of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia gravitates at present
-along-shore to Portland and Boston, whule the trade of Upper
'Canada, west of Kingston, lias long gravitated across the

~iaes o ew ork le will see, 1 think, that a rnere Zoîl-
'verein treaty without a strong political end to serve, and
tome political power at its back, would be, in our new cir-
tumstances, merely waste paper. (Hear,hear.) The charge
that we have not gone far enough-that we have not stru ek
ýjbut holdly for a consolidated union, instead of a union with
rxeserved local jurisdictions, is another charge which deserves
-tome notice. To this I answer that, if we had had, as was
--roposed, an Intercolo-nial Railway twenty years agro, we


