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rice for food ; whilst a thousand miles
away, in the low grounds of tue Madras
Presidency, snited by nature to the
growth of rice, a still greater amount; of
labor was expended in draining swamps
sufficient to grow patches of cotton
enough to supply the scanty clothizng
which the climate necessitates wuid
which fashion prescribes.

Now, a wise paternal government
has constructed railrosds which so facil-
itato transport that each lucality can
dovote its best energies to cultivating
tho crop for which Nature has best fitted
it ; and this I take to be our position at
present. It is quite true that we can
grow wheat here, but it is at best an un-
certasin crop, for chmatic reasons, and,
for our moist climate, specially suited for
the product of grass and roots, it is but
rational that we should devete ourselves
to stock-raising and dairy-farming,—es-
pecially stock-raising,—rmather than fight
against Nature in tho cultivation of
grain ; and we need haveno fear that we
shall overstock the market, and so depre-
ciate the value of our preduce.

It is siated that one firm in Montreal
has shipped over 800 head of Canadian
cattle to the old country during the pres-
ent season, and with handsome returns
both to the feeders and the shippess.
‘What Western Canadacan do in cattle,
wo, with 2 more suitable climate, can
certainly manege ; but management and
skill are necessary. 'We must start with
the best breeds; must feed in the most
economical manner, studying what crops
the land will best yield, as well as the
food that will best developo the animals,
and bring them forward most rapidly for
market ; also how we may so hous
them as to prevent cur undoubtedly
severe winter from checking their rapid
development into the most profitable
form of meat.

It has been stated as an objection to
the farmers’ occupation, that they devote
the greatest care to an animal, feed it,
study its comfort in every possible way,
and then, as soon as they have brought
it near perfection, they kill it, and again
go through the same process. It must
be obsexved that there is something in
the remark ; but the soft-hearted people
who raise the objection would probably
not be willing to go without meat, and
should, therefore, feel themselves under
the greater obligation to the farmer for
thesupply he thus furnishes.

But if, as thus indicated, farming is
reduced to a science, it is clear that it
must be studied by those who devote
themselves to the occupation: a com-
parison of breeds of cattle, of the kinds
of food most suitable, of the methods of
most advantageonsly administering them,
thus becomes most necessary. We can-
not assume that what has been proved to

he suitablo or best in great Britain, in
the United States, or in Western Canada,
in all of which countries Agricalture
has advanced far beyund its positivn in
our Province, must uf necessity bomust
advantageous here. Far from it; ali
snch matters must, under « change of
conditions, be submitted afresh to the
test of oxpericnce. Wo are often told
by those who do not look beneath the
surfuce that wo are not sufficiently ad-
vanced to necessitate Annual Agricultural
Exhilntions; but it is here that exhibi
tions are oxceedingly valuable, Our
stock-breeders will exhibit tho varivus
breeds of cattle which they cultivate,
our feeders will show what can be done
with the stock raised by crussing what is
known as the common stock of the
country, with the so-called improved
breeds. It of course stands to rteason
that single examples will not be suffici-
ent proof of the excellencies, or reverse,
of any partienlar breed of cattle, or
method of feeding. So much depends
on the food animals receive, on the system
or want of system in which any given
quantity or quality of food is adminis-
tered, that in forning our opinion, we
must weigh all these matters after ob-
taining all the information in our power,
and not rush to a_conclusion formed
from insufficient data. It is in such
matters that the farmer seeking to im-
prove is called upon to exercise his judg-
ment. Exhibitions will thus biing much
that is new before all, and will set a large
number who already depend on farming
for a living, thinking on the subject so
important to them,—this is of itsclf a
decided gain, In nine casea oul of ten
the shrewd natural intelligence of our
people will at once lead them to apply
the thought to practical purpose. Lx-
hibitiors therefore serve as & school for
the whole farming community. Again,
the would-be purchaser of thorough-bred
stock, whether for himself or for a so-
ciety, has in these exhibitions the best
chance of selection. Knowing the style
of agriculture and the requirements, as
well as the peculiarities of his district,
he is able to pick out, fromw all the differ
ent breed* cought together for his in-
spection, that which best meets the
necessary conditions—here again is a de-
cided benefit, Another class which
benefits very largely by exhibitions is
composd of those who have already in-
rerested themselves in Agriculture—have
expended money in obtaining improved
hreeds—have taken pains in feeding, and
feel satisfied +with their efforts, and
thet nothing further is required. To
such persons an Exhibition brings home
truths in an unpleasant, but very salu-

tary form, They find that their zeal
and energy have brought resulis, cer
tainly, but very far from what they

expeeted ; that whilst their effurts have
given them the first placo in  sume
points, other mattors which they have
neglected have been oitended to by
competing oxhibitors, and that mach
more is necessary if they wish to tako
the pousitivn they cunsider themselves
entitled to. The lesson is valuable,
but often dearly bought ; but it is only
by such constant compi.isuns that atten-
tion is culled to all puints, that matters
smagl in themselves, but which tend in
the aggregate to make up real excellence,
will be attended to, ond the more pub-
licly these comparisuas are made, the
more attention will be devuted to the
preparation for tuem, and so much
greater results will {n cunsequence be oh
tained. Thus we in this Province shau
be iucited to develupe to the utmost the
improved breeds we have imported.

But Exhibitions may be looked to as
producing more important iesults. There
will always be a tendency amongst the
youths of the rural districts to flock to
town, and indeed it is from them that the
townspeople are largely recruited, and
they carry health angd vigor into a popu-
lation that would otherwise, owing {o the
unfavorable conditions of town life, soon
degenerate into a sickly and weak race.
This has no bad effect in old countries, as
there is always a redundant population,
and land isscarce, and there is « constant
struggle to obtain and hold on to it;
but with us the case is different. Here
land sbounds and the population is
scarce. All the world over an srticle is
valued according to its rarity, and if easily
obtainable no store is set on it. Conse-
quently the possession of land is little
valved, and the carcer of a farmer has
been iooked down upon. All this is so
patent, and the causes so well known
to all, that it is unnecessary to dwell
at length on it; but a brighter day is
dawning, farmers have beenp doing well.
Many have become wealthy in their call-
ing; still the rising generation turn
their backs on the farm fur too often, be-
taking themselves to other occdpations,
when often and often they would do bet-
ter by staying at home, and sticking to
the farm. What seemns to be wanted is
something that will make country life
more attractive, will create and develope
interest in the occupation, specially
amongst thoss who have some means,
a class which our farming interest can
least well spare, end who are most apt to
withdraw their means from agriculture,
and sink them in trade, often, indeed,
sink them mever to bLe brought to the
surface again. Now it is just these we
desire to retain ; they are men who can
well afford to invest in improved stock,
and it is to Exhibitions, and to the inter-
est taken in preparing for, and taking
part, in the competitivns, that we must



