
DISCUSSIONS IS Oh!) STAINClTJS.

andl isuc(ld vigoroils l)rotecs against the conlclusions of tUic
critics.

TIlîcse arcliacologists, in(le(l. niake nlo attcmipt to (leal witlî
thce cicef argunicnits on %vhicli the critics rcly to support tlicir
conclusions, viz., those l)ase(l 0o1 îectiliaritics of language and
style. B3ut arguments based on langulage amd -style alonle arc
nlotoriouslv insecure. They carry weiglit -with niiost mind(s
onlv wlien the liistorical evidence points in thic saine direction.
or vlieîi thiere is no liistorical evidence eithier wvav. In thec case
of the Pentateucli, these linguiistic arguments ini favour of a
coîîîparatively late autliorsliip hiave liad niore consideratioli
thian they would otlicrwise receive ili the absence of direct liis-
torical evidence tliroulgh certain l)resuh)positiolis wliicli seenlie(l
to have forcc.

One of tliese presuippositions wvas the iiplrolab)ilit\. tliat
M\ýoses wvas able to, write at, ail. or tlîat. if lie could Y.rite. lie
woul(l fiîid anyone able to icad Ilis îvritiiîgs. A\ f ew ye.ars ago
this colistitute(l a real (ifficultV. The force of this presuippo-
sition lias nlow beetu utterly and foreî'er broken bv the receîît
(liscoveries ini Babylon and Egvt wuc nakei fcl

certain ilîat the art of writiîîg ivas not onilv known iii both
thiese coluîtries long before thue tinie of 'Moses, or eveni Abra-
liant. but that it w~as freelv use(l for literary purposes as we'll
as. for official records and corresponi(ence. N-\ot olv so, but
it isi now certain that there Nvere several f oris oi wvriting
alrea(lv elihlove(l, andl tliat Egy îtian officiais at any rate ivere
expecte(l to be ab)le to read and( w-'rite iii tlhe languiage and(
cuinciforni script of DI3abylonia, as wvell as ini thecir ovn Iliero-
lyphies. Under tlhese circunistanices. one lias nlo (lifflcult in

ui(lerstan(hing Ilow M ýoses iîglit.b)e ale to write ili the niative
langilage of lus own people, zand( liow a conisiderable inxîîbcr
aîîîong-- tlienu w~ot1l( l)e cualificd to rea(l and. v'alue îvhîat lie liad
wvritten.

It lias also, becoune ahîuud-alitlv clear tlîat parallels to sonuie
of the older portions of Genesis ecxisted anîouîg the ayoas
before the tinie of Abralîanî's mîigrationi, anîd tlîat thue stories


