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painting af iilm, of w'hiclî Mr. Godwvin lias
gîveh ian engraving iii bis second vohinme.

The warks of Chaucer are very voluminaus;-
consistiug, besides seveini prose treatics, àf
lus finotias Canîterbury talesý, a 1)0-if u.xten<i-
iag. toa :dove 1 -,000 11it. >, uxot iîîchuiug, thic
portionx of w lidi flic gcnuincencss is daîbted,
or thic I).rsaii's tale, mlîîchi is iii pro.0e; tile
ianxt officth Ro.;--, a traînslationî fî'oî tiîu

iFrench oi WVilliani dle Lorris, oi which there
are nearly 8,0010 fine.s; the I)o -ni oi Troilus
.and crcssid:î, in live books; tlic Ilanse of
Fainie, in threc books; and mnanv ininor pieces.
Nearly ail thesc productions arc richi in beauty,
and there is in truth liardly anc constituient of'
the poctical eliaracter with wliich, flie writing-s
lie lias icic behind hiiin (Io nat proei hita
hiave been slptin.litlly endoîwed. If yaui dccii
the esseieu oi gehluine poutry to conaýist in tîtat
subliiunity andi. !o.uing oînlîra conceltion
whîllch deligluts iii escapin112 fi oun the reai warld
aitogcthltr, and luxuiatin ai-ly aniong the
brighiter hues anti morc varied formis ai
fiction, cali uipi iith Mîiltan, "uiniWh wl ci
haii-told, the stary ai Caiibu)ica.n tlie boad,"
or ga ta tlîe iagnificent ami finilhed deii-
neatians of the Kîîight's talc,' ta tie picturcaof
Lycurgas, "The grea(!:t kin- ai Thrîacc, wlia
like a Grillin looked abouit," ar ta the clesolate
hoiro-s ai the iore-st wiierc Ilstool tlie temple
of Mars ariimpotenit," and thec statua o aich
godl of war hiuuiseli, witli

Il Tite %volf ihnî sienod beltire hrn ai 1,ý fet'c,
WVhli and~ (u'd-cii f a iati didtii

O)r, if yau -%auld linger over tlie sccicry ai a
faîry ]and ai gentier aspect and -olter fiscina-
tion, w in froiî :îmnong iany atiier eNaiplcs
ai thic saine f lorid waritli ai canception and
lianicd cloquence, Mliich nuliglit lie quoteti fi01i
the aider productions af tliisauf bar, WC naine
aniy ain ille-ory ai thec F!owcr and Leai, can
ive refer ta any other delincation tlmnt pactic
inspiîrat ion ever pronifflcd, mare riclîly gildetd
witi ail the svcctest hues ani radiances ai
pactry ? Stili, howc -, it is in giving forceil
utterance ta the passions -ind afiectians ai the
human hcart that 4hgreat paet is ever great-
est. In simple, but yet nmost saîui-sîmbduinoe
pathos, %wlîa.t writcr ai any age shall take pîe-
cedenice af Miin ta whonl WC awe-passîmg
aver mmany other a'mno.st cqualhy taucliing de-
lincatians-the twa tales ai Caniý,ta-nce andi
Griselda, the hast of wii iii particular is a
creatian ofai mo>t st:uin'cess and ieriet hcauty ?
But it is biis alfiniramle tact in describing and
cxposçing the rîdiculans iii buinian character,

thatconsýtitiutes; p, rmaîms tlecattributc ai Cha.
iceris genitis iii which hie stands rnast alane.
In humiiotir, indoed, in s-atire, iii rich and sanie-
times :îlitîo!tt r*otoaus .jolli!y, iii shart, iii canu;c
poNvcr, by %vliitevcr naiec it inay be callcd, it
is liardly tao inucli ta affirmn thuaï, lic ncvcr lias
been cqiualled. We cannat cîîuineratc tlue
many passagcs througluout liis writings thuit

imilit be quioted in illustration of tlîis part af
luis l)octic character; but WC wvouid reiler gen-
erally ta tflic aogue intcrsperszd aînong
the C'anterbury- tales as aliîmost ail oi thet»
iiiniiitably admirable as exaînplcs ai wlîat we
wvolld describe-as Weil ai ta the tales ai the

iler, tue Itueve, tue wille ai Bath, flic Friar,
the Sînpnour, tlic Merchant, the Shipîman, as
p:irticularly di:atinguislid by the saine species
ai excellence.

11erîîaps flic trucst as wvell as tlic rnast dis-
cernible index af a, writer's papularity, is in
grenerai tlie number afi bis iimitatars in luis
owuî ar the iînmciidiatelv succceding genera-
tion. The inost noticemîble, at leat, aniong
the inîîîucdiate eficuts whiîch are wrauglbt tipon
a n-ations literatuire by the nscendcncy ai anc
înan's genitîs, is in inast cases tlie rusling up
tluroughlomt its wbale soil ai saiiicthing tîmat
lins evidently taken bath its farmn and its
colatir frîni the spirit of lus production, and
which at the saine tiine lias seldom any other
qutality beyond fliese external resemiblances ta
i enler it valua.ble ar attractive. As lieaveni's
thurtdcr disdains iiot ta bc rcvcrbcrated by
the ecluoes ai carflh, sa the vaice of inspfiratian
awakcns, wlîerever it rings, ifs înultiplying
îniockeries too, andi is responded ta fram a
tlîausand iiicii tlîraats urbain it alane lias
mnade vocal. No naine ever imnd a mnare plen-
teauis tribute paid tal iL ai tlîis species ai adu-
lation than flint of Cîmaucer. Even frai» flic
records afiftie first century afler luis death, ail
unvisited as it was by any gleara ai genninc,
paetic insffiratian, anc ai aur alutiqunaries lias
reekoneui up tlie namies ai no fewer than
seventy suclu mailers, tlie carollings ai ail ai
wlin arc little better th:în an elaborate and
lifuless iînicry afiftie strans ai Llieir mmiglity
progenitor. Ma.ny ai theni, tao, scei ta hiave
toiled at tlucir accupatian vitlî a staut-licarted
and untiring perseveriance, mluich tlie service
ai Apollo lias not always awah-ened even in
flie inast favoret f ifs vataries. One ai these
unwearied moilers alane--Lydgîtc, tlic once
celebrated nionk ai Bury-lins icft tus above
250 différent productionus on aIl sorts ai sîub-
jects; and seemns, indecd, irai» the luints WC
have ai lus hîistory, ta have kept a sort ai
affice far the manufacture and sale af poctry,
anti ta have su;ýplied luis nunicrauis custouners
as, rcgtiaiày anti cxpcditiausly asif bie bnad been
in tlie habit af in hm ing ofi'flie article by a
stcaîuîi-cnginc. 'lhuis inexliaiistible.ailuenctce ai
rhymes scemns ta have cxcited tawartls Lyd-
maite in a vcry singular dcgrcce ac-dn;ira-eti
(Ji luis simple contciapararies: luis popularity
aunang, wliom intlccd, cantrasteti wif h the ne-
glect anti conteuupt wlierewitl e bas bec»
trcated by their desendants, affords ane ai
tue miost striking exammples an recard ai flic
stranige caprices ai nationmal fastce anîd the
shadawvy iîiMability ai human faîne.

llunning after bappiùesas is only chasing the
horizon.


