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with my own ideas and wishes on the subject,
that T have no other to offer. I will barely
observe that my best exertions shall be used
to keep the enemy in check in this part of
the Inke, or effect his destruction.  Yet, with
my utmost exertions and greatest vigilance,
he may (when favoured by a strong westerly
wind) slip past me in the night, and get
eighteen or twenty hours start of me down
the lake, before I can discover his movement.
If that should be the case, I shall lose no
time in following him, with so much celerity,
as to prevent his interrupting you in your
operations upon Kingston.”
Isaac CuauNcer.

The Secretary at War (General Armstrong’s)
observations so entirely coincide with our
own view of the case that we are tempted to
transcribe them, adopting them fully.

“That aproject, giving to the fleet a false
position ; diverting it from the important duty
of covering the descent of an entire division of
the army from Fort George to Sackett's
Harbor, and thereby directly exposing it to
captare or destruction, should have met the
high approbation and cordial welcome of the
naval commanders, iSa problem not easily
solved.”

Subsequent events confirm this opinion,
as Sir James Ye¢, who was not the man
to allow himself to be confined in port,
pushed boldly into the lake, and arrived at
Kingston on the 7th. The most unfortunate
part of the affair for the British was, that Sir
James kept the northern side of the lake, and
thus left the boats carrying the division
(much dispersed and wholly defenceless) with-
outmolestation. IIad he been compelled, by
adverse winds, to beat down the lake, the
probability is great that he must have fallen
in with the flotilla, and in such a case the fate
of the division would have been sealed.

It had been anticipated by the American
cemmander that General De Rottenburg would
have taken measures to reinforce Proctor, and
provide for the defence of Malden, but instead
of doing so, that general despatched nearly all
his effective troops, under convoy of Sir James
Yeo, to provide for Kingston.

Having thusbrought the Americans to their
place of rendezvous, and scen the British
reinforcements arrive, in safety, at Kingston,
we will accompany the American general-in-

chief in the demonstrations, which followed,
tohis abandonment of the movement against
Kingston.

Having only cight -thousand men, and the
British at Kingston now numbering nearly
two thousand, it was deemed advisable to
substitute Montreal for the point of attack,
especially as Commodore Chauncey volun-
teered to watch both channels, so as to ensure
a quiet sail, or pul}, down the river to the
flotilla. Unfortunately, however, the American
commodore was as little competent to execute
one undertaking as the other, and no sooner
was the expedition consisting of three hundred
large boats, exclusive of schooners, sloops,
and twelve heavy gun boats, safely under
weigh, than two brigs, two schooners and
several gun boats were on the “qui vive” to
annoy them. The first detention was at
French's Creek, directly opposite the point,
at which an army, destined for Kingston,
might be supposed to land, here a halt of
some five or six days occurred, during which
time the flotilla and troops were much annoy-
ed by the teazing British vessels from the bay
opposite French Creek. On the 5th November,
another start was effected, and a place called
Hoag's, four miles below Morrisville, and
about fifty from French Creek, was reached.
At this point the water procession halted
preparatory to passing Fort Wellington, dis-
tant six miles farther. The general here drew
up, agreeably to established custom, a pro-
clamation, addressed to the inhabitants of the
country he was about to conquer. “For its
brevity, no less than its moderation,” says
James, “it far surpasses anything of the sort
hitherto promulgated byan American General.

“Proclamation of James Wilkinson, Major
General and commander-in-chief of an ex-
pedition against the Canadas, to the inhabi-
tants thereof:

“The army of the United States, which I
have the honor to command, invaded the
province to conquer, and not to destroy ; to
subdue the forces of his Britannic Majesty,
not to war against unoffending ‘subjects.
Those, therefore, amongst you who remain
quiet at home, should victory incline to the
American standard, shall be protected in their
persons and property; but those who are
found in arms mwust necessarily be treated as

avowed cnemies—To menace isunmanly.—




