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“Th. Pearl of Greatest Price.”

The Kingdom of Haaven is liko unto
» merchant man seoking goodly pearls,
who, whov he had found ono pearl of
great price, went and sold all that he
had, and bought itl,—Matt, xiu. 40, 18

‘The gencral oxposition of this Serip-
ture from tho proachor and poct fs,
thint Christ ia tho pearl of great prico,
for which tho sinnor leaves all ‘o pos.
ecae.  Whilo this may bo woll sot forth,
thero is anothor sido to tho toxt which,
in my opinion, is A botter interpreta-
tion and moro in harmony with the
teuor of ‘hio Scriptures and man’s
relution to God.

Truo it is that the apostles sasw

-ovorything in Jesus that they could
-ontortzin in their mind as tho idesl

treasuro for tho human heart, Wo
Licar them aay, ** Wo Liavo left all aud
followed Thoo'—Luke xviii, 29, 80.
Again thoy express their eulire eatis-
faction concerning the Sou, by the
eaying : ¥ Show us the Father and it
eufliceth us.”—Jobn xiv. 8. Potor
eaid: “I will lay down my life
for Thy sako."—John xiii. 27. How
Iiko Paul; * Neither connt I my lifo
dear unto myself, so that Imight finish
my courde with joy."—adcts xx. 21
Hear him again: ' God forbid that [
ehould glory, saveo in the cross of our

‘Lozd Josus Clrist."—GQal, vi. 14 ; and

again: ¢ Thoe unscarchable riches of
Christ."—Eph. iii. 8,

It seoms to you, brother, does it not,
that Christ is indeed that pearl 2 Those
bost of men embraced Him as the
priccless treasure; rcoithor wonld I
hinvo any think loss of Jlim bacause to

‘" You who beliove, llo is preciouns.”

Yet, whilo all the above is so true, it
may not Lo the rondoring of the text:
1. Becauso tho sinner does not seek
tho Lord. 2. ke doos nol leave pearls.

‘8. Ho cannot buy the Lord; (¢} Tho

Lord docs tho seoking ; * Ho cawe to
geek and to savo that which was lost.”
—ELubs xix. 10, Ilo loft ILis glory
with tho Father to scok us (Phil. ii.
58); man i3 content to sit in dark-
pess until the light shines uanto lam

(Matt. iv. 16, Mark xvi. 15, 16,

II. Cor. iv. 8, 4). (b) Tho Lord Jeaus
Jeft heavon to tako out of this world a
kingdom for limsolf; to sanctify and

-clcanso a poople unto Himself (Eph.

v. 25:27); to bring many eons and

.daughters into glory (keb. ii. 10).

The Church iy the pearl which the mer-
chant man souyht and bouyht,; * Heo
purohased it with ITis own blood."=-
Act xx, 28 ; * For yo aro bought with

8 price’=I, Cor. vi. 20 ; vii. 22, 28,

Somo may refuss my statemont that
“The siuner doss not scek tho Lord";
but oot uutil our hearts aro turned

Godward, or untit we aro begotten, do

wo scok Ilim. Jesus said to His dis.
ciples: “Soek aud yo shall find";
# Strive to onter in at the strait gate.”
Paulsaid: * I pross toward the mark.”
And ho laught others, his brothron, to

-4 got their affections on things above.”

A pearl sparkles, shines ; aud on what.
over part you look it gleaws with
beanty. Wo may not se6 muchin a
poor sinuor to admire as a poarl, much
less in tho ovil courae he follows, but
Jesus saw in us somothing worth ro-
decming.  Belold Him in Simon's
houso; 1o sees in tho ono at s foot
what no ono olso saw ; thoy aaw nath-
ing but *a sinfu! wowan." (o saw
a loving and gratoful heart; it only
needed redeoming love to bring oul its
beauty, to manifest its pearldiko glory,
tompting to an able purchaser, Look
agon at Peter, at lug old trade, “a
siufui man,” DBut whon Lo learns to
“ cant all bng oaro on Him,” ho yiolds
up a hio sorvice. Josur kuows where
tho pearl 18, and 1o bas undertaken
to scok 1t, nnd pay tho buyng prico,
Ihe dosmire is that s purchaso
“ That o

might prosont it to Ilimeoll n glorious

Churelr, not having spot or wrinklo,
or any such tinng, but that it should
bo holy aud without blawmo bofore Him
1 lovo.”

God 18 glorified when His ehildren
“ Briug forth wuch frat ', whon He
gees them ' Zealous of good works."”
Ho is pleased tor, for this puarpoec, aro
wo begotlen in Christ Jesus {Eph,
ii. 10 ; Titua ii. 14).

Josus will continne His work until
Ho rcutoros the broken order of the
world ; until Hlis purchago justifics tho
prico (Matt, xi. 10, Acte ii. 81, 8&;
iii, 21; Hob, x. 12, 13).

It is rejoiving to seo tho Lord's
poople su oarnest in their love for
lim, s0 willing to spend and bospent
for tho extontion of His glerious name

Press on brothron ! Carry vat nobly
your nndertakings!  You aro precious
in His sight! You are working ac-
cordiug to His purposo and confirmod
prounso {0 you, from tho boginning
aud unto tho fathors,

“Look up and lift up.” “Spesk
unio tho children of fsracl thol thoy
go forward,” We can do great things
it wo will,

J. B. Lister.
Wingor, Juno 19, 1890.

Selections.

Content.

Contont to climb, I journoy on,

Nor backward gaze ot glonies gone,
Tho' far tho summit fnir appears,
And seen full oft thro' blinding tears.
Tho' 1 do sometites weary grow,

1 cling to faith, and sinco I hnow
Tho goal F'll gain with larger time,

I journoy on, content to chimb |

Content to work, I toil alway,

Nor pauso to droan of yestenday,

Tho' somotimes labor scoins an vain,
Andtired growhandsand heartand brain;
The' in tho distanco guondons dwell,

I murmur not, and, knowing well

Tho fates can not forover foil,

I work alway content to toil !

—Sune M, Dest.

The Spirit of Communpion.

Tho word *“ communion,” liko the
word * Lolinosa,"” has & pecenliar sauc.
tity attachied to it. It ie rarely cm.
ployed in tho lauguage of every.day
lifo, oxcept in ils application to tho
more profoundly personal rolations of
spirit with epirit. Vo speak of a quiot
comwmuyion with our own loarts, of
tho communion of saiuts with ono
anothor, of tho communion of our
spints with God; and we designato
the holy Christian sacrament of our
Lord's Svppar as tho Communion,
Wo speak, indeod, of the duty of being
always in thoe spirit of Christian ¢om-
mucion ; yotitcan bardly bo said that
wo havo a clearly defined idea of tho
naturd of comwmunmoun, or of the mean.
ing aud forco of the term as n term.

“ Communion ” and * comnmon ” are
words having the sawme root, although
tho word *' commupion ” has beon kopt
ou & far highor plano than the word
“common,” in practical use. While
it is nu open question whether theso
two have their crigin in the Latin
munire (“ to wall about"™) and the pre.
fix com (*togothor with "), or in tho
LatinTmunus (* sorvice,” v duty,” * ob-
ligation "} and tho samo profix, in
cithor case tho rootidca is that of being
“bound ”'; of Leing cucireled by that
which ahuta ono in to a apecifio spliero
of duty and privilego; of being obh.
gated by tho very limitations of one's
sphere.  And 80 it 18 lrmo that tho
root mcaning of “ commumon * 19 tho
being roady for scrvico in Lhat sphere
wheroin ono isencireled. Commuuion
18 not 8o mueh a matter of mtereourses
as o -natter of atlitudo. Tho spint of
comtnunton 18 not a louging for a ro-
aponso to ouo's outreachings of love, but
18 an unsclfieh readiness to servo tho
ono loved. Unselfishuces is, indeed,

an indieponeadlo prerequisito to tho|votedness to tho lugheat object of
spirit of commnnion. Ouly as ono for- i'

gets bunsolf, m loving and loyal dovo-
tion to anothor, is it porsible for hin

{5 bo in & spirit of comwmunion with hie )

follow or with his Gad.

Truo friondship 18 stato of consiaut |
commuuion on tho part of hum who je.
a frioud ; for a truo feiend 18 always in
tho attitude of readiness for unsolfish
sorvico toward him to whom lLo is a
friend. Where a friondzlup 18 1outual,
this epirit of commumon prevails alike
in both loving hearls; but 1n every
friondship a truo friend is a truofricnd
apars from any question of the return
or the recognition of hia friendship ;
henco a truo friend is m tho apint of
communion with his fnend by Lang
in tho attitudo of readinees for lavmng
soervice, whether that frioud boars him
lovingly in miud, or lias vo thought of
him or of his friondaluy. He, there.
fore, who lovgs for unfailing comuun.
ion with the friend of his Loart's
affection, may know that that com-
wmunion is opon to hiwm, if only ho will
unselfishly open his hearl in an un-.
failing readiucse to be of loving sorvico
to that friond,

An unsolfishly loving rmother is in
constant comimunijon with her absont
200, away at school oz college, orin the
activitics of Lusinesas, or in the tempta.
tions of undosirable companionsbap.
Her Loy may forgot his loving mother,
or may givo little thought to her love or
to hier wishes ; but sho can nover for
got him, oven winlo sho seoms to othors
to Yo absorbed in the duties of her
daily homo life away from him. 8ho
thinks of bim; sho prays for Lim;
the lives in an attitude of readiuess to
scrvo hitn—by ler love, by her faith,
by her labors, or by her very lifo it
solf, if that conld help him, A loviug
mothor’s communion with her loved
boy 18 often all ou her sido; but it is
nono the less, rather all tho mote, real
and holy and procious for that,

Ho who loves Christ unselfishly is
over in the epint of comwmunion with
Chirist, and with all who aro dear to
Christ. Deeauss ho loves Chriat, ho is
ready to sorve Christ, and is roady to
gorvo those whoin Christ makos His
own representatives,  No matter what
bio is doing, whether Lo is at wozk o7
at woralnp or at reereation, he is in
tho attitudo of readiness for sarvico at
tho ealt of ilim whom ho loves., His
communion with bis Lorde=in this
seuso of readiness for service—is no
more real in ono place—or in one
oceupation, than in another, ovon
though he recognizes his duty and his
privilego to be in ono placs or in oue
occupation for tho timo being, as alone
consistont for that timo with tho ser
vico he owes to Lis Mastor. DBoandte
bis Lord more closely than a loving
mother is bound to her c¢lild, or than
a loving frieud is bound to Lis friend,
the digciplo of tho Lord Jesus iz Ly
thia biudivg love in conetant aud un
failivg ecommunion with Him in whom
ho lives and moves aud has his being,
And hero, as io no other splicro of
being, Lo who opjoys this apirit of
commumon may be suro that it is
reeognized, wolcomod and reciprocated
by Him toward whom it is losingly
ozercisad. This communion is ever
intercommunion.

tlow diffcront from this is tho
ordinary conception of tho epirit of
communion! It is eupposed to bo a

spirit of passive inertness, whoreas it
is & spirit of alortness for action. It
is looked upon as calling for onc's,
soparation from tho carcsand trials of |
overy-day dutics, whercas it is con.

boing. The etererso of this spint is
the oxorcise of luvo to God and love to
ono’s feilowa. In tho qunint phrasing
of Wychif's Diblo, the apertolio com-
mand of Hebrows xiii Ivis: *And
nyle forghete wel doinge and ¢com.
ynyngo; for bi suche eacrifices God
13 descrucd.”  And Calvin oemphasizes
thig thought 1 the declaration : “ Ior
wo arve uot taurht of God only for our.

iselves, but that evecy man after tho

moasure of hisfasth should ve brothorly,
communicato with s noighbors, and
distribute unto thor that thing he
hath learnod and kuown in Ged's
sohool” Ho who is in tho epirit of
commution is domg all the good he
can in this world, and 18 always ready
to do moro as tito opperiunity offers.—
Sunday Schoo! Times.

Unitarian Confessions.

Tho Apostlo of Aguosticiam, in his
lectaro @ Ilow Must § be Saved,” Liolds
that the Biblo doctrino of salvation by
faith is of immoral tondoncy and an
encoursgement to an ovil hfo. No ono
of the mistakes of this ginut crrorist
demonstratos his title to tho namo of
Agnostio better than this. It requires
no argument in this age of the world
to eliow that faith makes tho man;
that a marn’'as holiefs aro the very root
feorn which his charactor grows up;
sud that the Bible in suspeading
salvation upon right belief has suspoud.
ed upou the vory hinge upon which
tho man's character turns.  Mormon,
Mohammedau, Paygan, Atheist and
Cliristian all differ in chinracter do-
velopmont, m spirit of lifo and deeds,
beenuso they Liavo difforent beliefe, I
takoe A firn aud unfaltering trust in
the crucified and risen Lord to produce
tho pure, lowly, loviog and spiritual
development which fits & mnan for tho
heavenly society.

Not only aro theso things true, but
it in nlso truo that awmong professing
Christinna tho grade of Christian
characler depouds, fo a groat oxtont,
on the shndo of beliel. Thore isa
Catvimstio typo of charactor, and on
tho other baud, there is an Armivian
typo ; thero is o Catholio aund thoro is
n Protestaut type ; thero is a Trmitar-
ian, and thero is a Unilarian type.
Different bodies differ much in dovo-
tion, 1 earncstuess, in aclivo efforts
to aave maavkiad, io purity of life, and
a relation will always bo found to exiet
Letween the ehado of bolief and the
typo of character. Thero aro bodiea
whose theology seoms to bo barron of
iuspiration aud life-giving power,

This is especially truo of thoso sccts
which rob Christ of Iis difino charae.
ter. o viow of certain ovonts and
tendencios among our own people, it
is well for us to study closely tho effect
of Unitarian bolief. In a rccont article
tho well.kuown  ossayist, William
Mathowa, LL.D., eites tho testimony
of leadivg Unitarian authorities upon
this pont.  No ono ¢an chargo upon
thesu confessions of their recogmzed
leaders that they do an ipjustice to the
offects of Uuitarinn Lelief. It is well
Lnown that Unitarian churches havo
only prospered, bsro and thero, whero
s pulpit was filled by some man of
remarkable force. Moucure D. Con.
way, himsoll a Unita an, saya that his
denomination is dying i London.
New York, seventy years ago, bad two
Unitanian churchies, and has ouly two
today. In Now Euvgland, tho Lead.
quartcrs of this beliof, the Boston Daily
Herald eays thal tho body is not wore
than half as largo as it was twenty-five
years ago, and an articlo wn the Umi.

driven, leave the Unitavian fld, that
they may be 7ol A council of Uni-
tarinn chinrches bewaled tho fact that,
“ Unitarians often ran away, and from
uo chango of opintous, but in apparent
indifferonco to them, feom Unitarian
churches to Ipiscopal aud other or-
thodox churchee, to find, as they
ropaaent, a moro worshipful climate,
hearticr singing, a livelier participa.
tion in tho serviee, a greator intorest
in tho childron and tho young.”
Porhapa thiess facts aro sufliciontly
oxplained in tho words of Unitarian

writors to which wo have referred
abova. Tho Christian Inguirer, in ils
day (it is now oxtinot) tho leading
Umtatian Journal, eaid somo years
ago. “Tho chiof dofoet of both Uni-
versalists and Unitariane is want of
roligion. Wo do uol shrink from
waking this contossion, Liboral Chris-
tianity Las woll-nigh strandod on tho
dry sands of othical oriticism, and will
go to piecca thero, ns il desorvos,
unloss it pushos off into deop religious
sovtitnente, aud catchies tho broath of
God iu its snils.  The future of Literal
Christiantty depends upon whether it can
pray. It it is not & pioty, as woll as a
philosopliy, it will perish.”

Tho Unitarian Hecier, roforred to
abovo, said in 1888: * If wo could got
on without religions faith, wo would
flourish. Tho young wo caunot fasci-
nute, tho fooblo have no support, tho
sorrowing no solaco; tho strong, active,
prosaio uatures como to us, and got
tho mivimw of spiritual nourishment,
which thoy conaidor cnough.”

Rov. Jameca Mardineau, D.D,, of
Loudou, is rogarded as the hignest
Unitarian authority in the world, aud
none who havo read s recent work,
“Tho Soat of Authorily in Religion,”
will suspect bum of tho shighlest sym.
pathy with ovangolieal faith, yot Lo
makes tho {ollowing frunk confession :
“1 nro conetrained to say that neither
my intollectual profercnce nor my
moral ndmiration goes heachily with
tho Unitarian beroes, secta or produe.
tions of any age. Ebionites, Ariaue,
Socinne, all scom to mo to contrast
unfavorably with their oppononts,
I am conscious that my despest obliga-
tions as a learnor from othors aro in
almost cvory dopartment to writers
not of my owa creod, Iu philosopliy
1 havo had to unlearn most that I had
imWibed from 1y oatly toxt-books,
and tho authoes in chief favor with
thern, In Biblieal intorprotation, I
dorive from Calviu and Whitby the
Lelp that fails me in Crollius and Del-
shamn. Iu dovotional literatuto and
religious thoughts, I find nothiog of
ours that docs not pale beforo Augue-
tino and Paseal. Aud in the pootry
of tho churely, it is the Latit or Gorman
hymns, or tho linos of Cliarlos Wesloy
or Koble, that fasten on my momory
sud heart, and all olsa fool poor and
cold. I cannot help thiz"

Tliceo quotations raight bo oxtonded
indofinitely, but wo have givon cuough
to shiow that thoro is somothing lacking
in Liberal Clristinnity, according to
tho confessions of its own advocatee.
That ore thing wanting is faith in the
Duvino Lord, our Saviour. Whatover
rejocts Josus the Clizist, as the Son of
God, will comne to naught, An adwirs.
tion of a peerlese Auman teacher whom
men reject and crucificd may satisfy
tho intelleet, but such a Christ can
nover becomo tho Bread of Lifo to the
eouls of mon,~Christian Evangeliet.

TIE LEGINNING OF DEATIL,
Disonco 18 the beginmug of death,
itg approach should be wet at ouco by

appropnato reredics, No better wmeans

sistent with an absotbed inlerest in | sarean lierrer, tho leading perrodical of |exists than the use of Buzdock lslvod
whatover ono has to do in tho sphero | tho church, even diecussos sonously | Bitters whenover eymptoms of any
within which God bas enclosed Lim. . tho question of a denomuational do- | discaso of the stowmach, liver, bowels or
Commuaivu is the hfo of tree hiving || ceaso, and the eatao artielo gays: 1t blood appear. D.B.L. is tho best lifo
its apirit is tho spirit of unaelfish do- [1s & nolorious fact that many, Aunger. | presorver,



