
CANAD/A'S DEFENGE AND DEFENDERS.

shouid its writers discredit themselves
by attempting to minimize the dlaims
of Canada and Canadians to a share in
the world-wide history of British piuck
an d Engiish-speaking freedom an d
progress? They have too much to be
proud of to render such depreciation
either comprehiensible or reasonabie.

And there is no real grievance against
England. B3ritish arms, after a pro-
longed and bitter contest, crushied the
power of France upon this continent,
kept Spain in order, and Russia in the
distance, only to find the Thirteen
Colonies i ultimate revoit allying
themselves with France against their
mother cou-ntrv. and buvin- Alaska

Canada. .During the Civil War, ail
the persuasions cf Napoleon III., ail
the dictates of hostility in certain
influentiai quarters, ail the national
tendencies to ambitious rivalry, ail the
sufferings of cotton operatives and the
cotton trade, were disregarded-and the
independence of the South remnained
unrecognized' by Engiand when its
recog-nition miglit have meant perma-
nent American disruption.

Such is the general. situation, and
before refierring, in detail to the earlier
events of Canadian miiitary, annals
it may very pertiniently be asked
why this oid-timne hostility should be
kept uip, and the friendline'ss of Canada
and Britain disregarded and deciined.
So far as Canadians are concerned they
feel so proud of their past, so certain
of their present power of seif-defence,
so assured of British strength and
union, so confident of their own great
future as part of a vast Imperial system,
that they are more than wiiling to be
the closest possible friends with the
great Republic. But they are not
prepared to forget or depreciate the
services of Canadian forces upon the
battle-fields of Canada. and would like


