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inaker, that litile Elne betweeiî the day of the
iluonth and the age of tie iooiî. It tells of nliany
thiiigs whicli niay interesi the lîiniani liart, and

aflird inatter for serions, useftul, and productive

thoughits to lîuîuîaii intelligence. It is froin a text

of tis kiîid I auxi about to write. The eveiîts

which are groniped together as hiaving lîappenced

on the saine day or muollt, iuav beloiîg to very

reiote connu ltes and fur distant periods of tinie,

aiid be of very differeuit characters ;but there is

often fouiîd in ilicîn a uniity of ultiînate resuit,
whiclî is enforced yet miore strongl1vl)y tlîat variety.

and iniay serve to ilihstrate liow~ the îiîîid, ev*en of

the iiiost uîiaided student, is buit up) withi ricli

inaterials gatlicred front tu ic ost diversified
sources. Heroes, sages, legisiators, philosopliers,

bards, great mnen, and inighity deeds, or even

apparently trifing actiolis-but uievertlîeless

ioinetitous iii ilîir restilts-froiî ancient, aîîd

iiioderui tinies, are ail contributions ta the initellet
of tic studetît, as the iinfiîîite elenueu's of niature

are to (air physical frainc. Tlîey ail serve to

build iip tîxat power withii ils, wlîicl, in the iinîity

of its restili. lias sonie correspoudexice witlî the

mxagnitude anid iitîiber of the inaterials that have

coiitributed tovards its erectioxi, and %lîich be-

conies cap)able of renderilîg soiiiethiiîg iii turni
towards the advaiiceieîit, of tlat world wliicli lias

iii suicli difféent ways coî'tributctd to its owlu for-

ination and( ini(ividual progress.

Iii glaîcig at the chronological liluts furnisiieci

hy te aliiuaîiac in the present uxioli-tlie fîrst

evelît. whici îîaturalîy strik'es the En'lgli'-hl iliiud is,

tiîat it wvas iii Octoher 1 .4 tl) of the vear i o66.

that by the battie of Hastings, tie coluutry fell
uinder the domxinioni of Wiliiaii the Normni.

Tixat able anîd darilig adv'enturcr, at the liead of a

baud if waTriors. wlio, if they possessed flot tlîeir

leader's ability, partook in soînie ineasuire of his

daring, threw Iiiiuseif upon the coast, fought one

great 1)attle, aîîd theii lic becanxe king, and they

lords of Englaild. It occupied sonie ycars. indeed,

to reduce the wlhole cotintiy eutirely under sub-

jectiati ; but iii that sinîgle event we find the

turîîing point of the history ; from. that time suc-

cess followed success, until at Iengtlî the vain
stru.ggle wvas 1)ronigiit to a teriluatioti ; the Nor-
iiîai dyiiasty wvas seated uiposi the Britishi throiie.
Theci arose tlîat feuidalistu which lias Jeft its traces
so broad and dlcep eveli to our own tinies in the
territorial lordliîîess wlîich seeks to resolve ail
inistitutions aîîd legisiation ixîto ixiere st.,te*coii-
trivances for a dominanit ciasç ; whichi iiîtroduced
and lias kept up so inuch ot hatigltiuess on Uic
oiîe side aud servility on the otiier;- wluicl lias left
so niaîîy mlarks of its baneful influenice, obvions
ta au attentive observer, of the subjugatioui of the
couintry, ami gave the peculiar character and toue
wliiclî froni tlîat tinie forward the history of Eiig-
land bears.

If we go back to a very atîcient tinie, fifteeil
centuries carlier than the period I have referreil
to, what a differeut lessoxi is taught us, by the
repuise wiîicl the Greeks gave to the Persian iu-
vaders. It was iii this saine iuontlî of October
tlîat tie great naval battle of Saiaviis was fouglît,
iii whicli a sinxal but extraordinary people drove
back the iîîyriad hasts of the barbarians whicli
were brouglît agaiiîst tlieni. Xerxes appeired
ta have succeecied lu lis inîvasion. A free people
were quailiiig beîîeath the power and nunibers of
oriental barbarians. A coiisiderabie portioni of
Greece wvas overrili by the troops, who had just
oi>tained possessionî of Atheuîs îtself, wlierc only a
few aId people lîad beeiî left ta defeud the city ;
tlîey were îuîassacred, aid the city was in the
biauds of the Pt rsiaus. Sn confident were the in-
vaders of success, thaI Xerxes liad had his throîîe
erected upon a cliff.top, upon wlîich he sat at sun-
rise, as tiiougli lie wvere inxerely about to look at a
pageant, and hehiold tue destructiaon of tîxose few
rebels, as lie already deenied tlîeiui, who had dared
ta inipede the triuniphaiît course of bis arnianient.
But wlien the shock of the conflict comnienced,
galley was opposed to galley, and man ta man,
when through the long strife with the unequal
îîuniber of vessels ,worse nanned, as well as fewer
in nuxuber, than tîxe ships of their opponents, as
hour after hour wore away, the destruction of the
Persian navy became more and more conspicuous ,


