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The Boy Jesus. LUKE 2-: 40-52.

(commit to »WInOfJ ver8s 51 and M2).

GOLDEN TnxT "Jesus increased in wisdomn and stature, and in favur with God and mani."
1,Ul<e2. 52.

PR.OVE TssAT-%Ve sbould obey our parents. Eph. 6. 1.
SHÔRTER CATIICHISM. QUest. 40. What ds'd Cod atfirst reveal ta man for tAc nile ofhfsjý

obcdiete? A. The rule which God at first revealed to man for bis obedience was the
moral law.

LEssoN HYMNS. C'hidren's H--ywmal. Nos. 33, 232, 215., 207.

DÂILY P0RTI0NA. Monday. The Boy Sesus. LUke 2:- 40.52. 7'uescay. The
Passover feast. Peut. 16: 1 -8. J'Vednesday. Youthful piety. i Ck..- 34,- 1-7'. T/li rsday.
Seeking after wisdlom. Prov. 4: 1-13. Pridayv. T4e Fatber'-, ousiness. John 5: 17.24.
Saturday. The hast knowledge. 2 Tim. 3: 10-17. Sabbath. Growing ini grace. 2 Pet.
3: 11.18. (TUAcI.B. R.A. Seetions).

EXPOS1TORY NOTrES.
INTRODÙcTro . The incident of our le .sson marks Christ's comning of legai age and bis en-

trance upon Jewish citizenship. With bis first passover he assumed thse duties of a fuit mex-
ber of the Jewish church. Of thse preceding years since the returu to Nazareth we Icnow
r.nthing. N3x' have we any information of the next eighteen. This is the solitary notice of
the life of our Lord between the return frorn Egypt and bis baptisms at thie age of tbirty. it
was a mnemorable-crisis in bis religious 111e and the story should be fu11 Qf instruction to those
especialdly who have passed the age of tweive anmd have flot yet taken their places at tihe
Christian Passover, the Lord's Supper.

Li&ssoN PLAN. I. Jesus at thse Feast. VS. 40.5. IL Jesus in the Temple. vs. 46,.50.,
III. Jesus at Nazareths. VS. 51-52.

L. Jasus.&T THEFEAST. 40. And the 'Maxy probably made thse journey because or
child grew and waxed strongi prthrpey (Compare Ilannai i Sam. 1: -7).

(.V. omits "in spirit "), fi led with Went to Jerusalemn every year at the-
wisdomn-He developed in body, nsind and feast of the passover-The words imply
soul like any other child. The literaI render- that it was their habituai custonm. The law
ing, Il'becomissg full of wisdom," suggests a~ was strictly observed in that home at Nazareths."
p rocess, a graduai niaturing of the faculties. For an account of thse institution see Ex. 12.
It is imposible for us to conceive of this 42. And when he was twelve years

growth correctly for it must have involved a old-" The stages of Jewish childhood are
clearer and clearer consclousness of his trie marked as follows:-At three the boy was
nature, along with the changes common to, ail weaned and wure for the first time the fringeX
mnen. This single sentence sumas up ail we or tasselled garment prescribed by Num. 15:
knoi% of the first twelve years and a similar 38-41; and Deut. 22: 12. His education -be.-
verse a' the end of our lesson describes the re- 1gan at first under thse mother's care. At fie
inainder of bis 111e up to his bapfism. Scrip- lie was to Iearn the law, at first by extracts,
'ture reverently conceals wviat it %vould not written on scrolls, of the more impotant pas.
profit us to know, or might l)e beyoud oui sages, tise Shenia, or creed of Deut.r.: 4, the
comprehension. The attempt to penetrate, Usuel, or festival Psalmns (1:4-iiS, 136), and
this rnystery miust ha futile. It bas been the by cat.±cietical teaching in school. At twelve
source of many bere.sies and is not without be was mure directiy responsible for Isis o1hadi.
danger in the present day. And the grace 'ence to the ko.N, and on thse day when. le at-
of God was upon hirm-Rare for tise first' îained the age of thirteen, put on for the first.
tirne upon eartb we have a human child whose dîCna thse phylacteries vvhich ivere worn at the
grôwth in nsind or body is not wi. - by sin. recital of his Jaily prayer. " (Eliicott). They
In hlmi God sees bis creative ideal realized. went up to Jerusaiemn zffer the curtomn
(Godet). IlThe grace of Godl," thse favoi and of thse feast--R. V. omils "ýto jerusalem."'
biassing of God (Matt. 3: 17; Ps. 5: 12; 30: 5; It crnnot ha inferred from this narrative, that
106:4; Isa. Il: 2, 3;j obi:14). «'Upon hlmn"it %vas thse tirst tinse the Holy Chiid had
marks the energy wi<h whicb the grace of God accompanied them to the passover. (Alford).-
rested on the chiid, penetrating bis entire' 43. And when they had fulfilled the
being. (Godet). 1days-Te feast ]asted ses-en days (Ex. i2-

41. Now bis parents-joseph svould lie i 5, 17). They %werc not in duty hound to stay
reputad to ha bis father and spokan of as sucli. so long; they might have gone back sooner
Mai; so speaks in verse 48. The law did not witisout biame. But davout people, as thay
require Nvomen tn go up to thea three great wera, do not consider how litma of their time
feasis (EX. 2-: 15-17; 34: 23; DeUt. 16: 1, 16). tlsey can give- to, God without doing wog


