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" Sabbath after his arrival in the town he went | satanic influence was upon Ehe body and rax
intg the synagogue. This was his custom. | tional nature, not upon the soul, or essential
(Luke 4: 16.) The Synagogue — Jesus | moral bemg The patient was under a *‘clait-
id great respect to the synagogue service. voyant” influence. With the wonders of hyp-
E]Cﬁﬂuééﬁﬁﬁ with it he wrought many of his | notism and mesmerism before us, we cannot
most notable miracles, and from its pulpit ! pronounce such an influence of an evil sgint
uttered' most of his teachings. The servi® i over the man as incredible. (4) ‘‘Possession”
consisted in reading assigned portions of | was commonly accompanied by bodily infirm-
Scripture, reciting long prayers, and listening : ity, such as dumbness, deafness, blindness,
to the *‘dry- as«%ukt commentaries of the:epilepsy, insanity, etc. (Matt. 9325 12:
gabbis.  Sometimes discussion enlivened the 22 ; Mark 9:17-27; §:1-5). (5) Ifit is
proceedings, and arguments were even carried - said that medical men of the :ime called some
tc a violent conclusion. There was no sing- : forms of insanity ‘‘possession,” and Jesus .
. unless the monotonous recitation -of the ! conformed to the prevailing opinion, we must
gglmﬁ and prayers may be classed as praise. ~add that he went much farther than silent ac-
A brighter service befits the Christian Church, ; quiesence in an ¢rroneous belief. He could
the keynote of whose worship was given by  not bave given clgarer positive testimony that
the aggeii on the pial { ég %‘iéhgs& No- : he shared the ff}fif‘li{'%ﬁ referred to. We cannot
tice, Jesus never staid ¢ urc! ! §§{}I§L;ﬁ§‘§$ : iéi zﬁfai’
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the transla

ffrzr :5 ;agjgm indsay. )
in the R. V., since it is beli
“ reminiscence = of the transeriber fr
4; 34. The best manuscripts do not }13‘ it
ere. The demon speaks for himself and all
4.” - of hiskind. ** Demons make a common cause
‘ith each other. {Bengel.) What have we
to do with thﬁé*igu “what is there to us
the Serip- and thee.”” ¢ This seems to mean ‘Have we
tures, and made them d'zf;: special study. injured thee?” {Compare 1 Kings 17: 18.}
They observed and handed down the *“tradi- By this the spirit meant to say that if Jesus
tions of the elders.” _cast him out, he would use an improper inter-
23. In their synagogue—impl ference. But this was untrue. The posses-
there was but one in the ;1 sion of the man was a direct assault on God
with an unclean 5;};,-;1;&; ‘a I ‘and his works. Jesus came to destroy the
power of an unclean spint ; S i‘;‘:i an mg%‘afkg of the devil, and he had a right,
clean spirit,” under 1ts influence, olled therefore, to liberate the captive, and to faf—
by it, as we say ‘‘in drink” or “‘ir 19%’&5? sh him who had Ex@&s&&é him. Aill that
This was not an insane man, nor a specially - Satan wants still is tfz b 1ét alone.” (Barnes.)
bad man, but one over whom satan had ob- . Jesus used this same f of %K}}IE“;&H} to his
tained mysterious power. Probably he was mother, but with a very different shade of
like’ Qihétﬁ most of the time, except when the weaning (John 2: 4). To destroy us—It
“fit” came on him. It is not possible within _ had a presentiment of coming doom. { Matt,
the space here allowable to discuss the vexed 8:29.} The final destruction of Satan’s power
question of demoniacal possession. The fol- : is the end of Christ's mission. The demons
lowing points, however, will cover the ground: - are destroyed as injurers of mankind, %h&
(1) Our Lord himself refers the possession to - they are sent back to the place *‘prepared”
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