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"I amn so sorry, " says she at once. idMy
sister-" site falters. Rcally it is horrible
of Hilary ta place ber in sucb a position.

"lTired, no doubt-.aid ip ? Nul able to
- - appear?

IWel"ne 'ously, Idsite biopes slîe rnay
be able ta appear-"

Diana, whlî lias realhy ileant o.nly ta tern-
poraze, now seeing wvbere lier words hiave led
lier, contrais wvith difficulty a mad desire t

CHAPER .- Coiiitue(. "Afterwvard? After lunicon? Ilhopes

R EALLY wisliyou wvould not jest about too," says Ker. "0 f course I cati qitite un-
it,"sav hi wie, ho s nw eidetlyderstand bowv site feels about aIl this. It is

ion sayserg bis tie ar s nweidn very good of ber not ta have refused mie at

''1But Diana,' anxioushy, froni H-lilary, oncae tuve caot et."I etl ifr
liat are you going to do at lunchîcon witb- Fine pase no iic.
a servant ta attend table?" Hesauses"sy orDaavgey
I dan't kniov," tearfully. Wia ons erti slîe going tia .ty e?
Weil, as 1 told you before, 1 do. 1 know lato "T ear vi as priepaiter os" says Cer.
Lbout il. I've drilledeniougli parlorniiaids "Tliere wil as ometbîng tbatsuggested mad

ny lme u knw lo~v 0 bud rund ness about it. But il appears it*s-all riglit."
es aîîd tbings myselfand biow ta conduct Il ou tried ?" Diana tells benself site is
elfgenenally. Thie qtestion is,"severely, absurd, but soillebowv a feeling of anger 10-
1l you huao kiir,%v iowv la conduct your- ward bî:xî arises now %vithin lier breast. He
es ?» u ai liad tried ta break the strange bond be*,ween
lhis is ail open aspersion tti0fl li nan ini and Hilary. Pray wbere w"ould lie find
," says jim. *«Diana, are you go;ng 10 an equal ta hilany ? In lier hîcat sbe lias
nil la it?:" forgollen Iliat as yet lie basý neyer seen
Time k flying," says Fiilary. "lArnt 11 ilary.
id table or nat ? I shîan't appear iii any "lNaturally. Finstiling. Wheu I ame
r character, so I rnay as wvell be of use to back ta Enghand .1 went straighl ta my
as nal. And really, Di, I don't sec liov lawvyer. If 'îie wilh could be up;et--if the
are going ta manage lhîings wvi1lîott Brid- rnoney cotild be divided ietwveen youn ý;ister

jirn, tell lier 1 maydoit. l,"laugbing and me-what a relief!"y
suppressed sort of fashion, "«have set "To Hihary-certainly P" very cohdly.
nind upon it. 1 wvant to see," wvitlî a "To both !" frankly.
.tilting of lier nose, Id what rny future He is so entirely above-board tbat iii spile

and is like wlien lie is off lus guard." oflesfsecnntkepronriin.H
)bi! so 1hai'syour reason P" says Clifford. does seexn i buast. And if so, and if licart-
1 kriow you wvill forget younself, atid caîl whoîe (as lie liad assured lier last aigbt),
)iana," says ber sister. %vlat a liu.band for Hilary ! And nowv, wvith
By-lhie-bye, vhiat's your narne t0 be? ail lier siîîy fooling, she wvill probably destroy
Clifford, turning ta Hilary. lier or- great cîîai1.e.

Bnidgel, of course. " I I o r cés ieta 's
For rnercy's sake, Jirn, if this awvful affair site' earon aebesstIhie ht!ysy
be carried îlîrougb, dntfre h, Then site rernembers that slie lierself is not
Diana, wlio is still plainly aggrieved. ven -.1et owr hîini, and ber beart quails
NJonsense. He caz»'l forget Bridgeî," viîîîine ier
I-ilary. "Mhn r.Ke"sassesdelIdn'
rrue for youi. I wisb to Heaven IccolIre, sy h udnlI o'

Clifford, %vlio lias suffered rnany thi ngs lhink you wvilh be able ta have any-any--
e bauds of tic originial Bridget, wvlo cer- tall wvith Hilary to-day, but if you wvill corne

do snoibine asa rlmid aps and lunch wvith us again to-niorro-"-?
le doiers out arinotrenaid Uo Site tells berself Iliat ivbalever bappens sie
ae hsunors Costauin. wbtegre~ ill compel Hiuary ta sec brni t morrow.

ad bis«I Gor 'osfun "ou are very good," saysF Y-r. But the
* * * * * * fact is, 1 must leave hiere to-nîorrow, for a

ana, hiaving given iii ta tue inevitaaNie, week. 1 hiave soine business iii Dublin. 1
,,Il with a had -race and rnany nîisgiv- arn afraid 1 shîan't be back again until
now sits treinbling in thie drawing- Thîursday."
wvaiting for Ker's conîing. The hiall- "Tle day of M rs. MNclnttyre's fancy bail ?"

bas been thrown wvide open, and it lias «"1Yes, 1 hiope I shialil mccl yoir sisber there.
arranged by Hilary thiat Diana on bear- at ail events."
is foetstep on ' le grave] outside is togo «"Tliere, boyoad doubt ! But yoi mnust
ce bu thie door and greet bînui. nat bc sa late as you wvere last igb-t," says
i wil look s0 nicc and friendly," said Diana, tnying ta zarry il off %vitil a higli iand
y, wlien seîtting this question. 0 f and ignoritig lus insinuation.
e Hilary lierself could bardly have donc "Oh, 1 i;all be early. And your sister
ing engaged on thie last touches ta thie-
cor. table, and r.iok -on e far cggs, ;ind "Tere is rcally no reason wvb you shouild
îildren and thlir rnaid ian aivay up in not caîl lier H-ihary," says Mrs. Clifford, witli
,oad wvith a littho basket of goodies ail a faii smlile, Ilsite is your cousin, yau
hemselvcs, and Bnidget, as we knaw, kniow.'-
îihes aw.tytby tiistilime. Diana., sittiing Ker looks at lier.
e dr.tiig-rooni, is, ta tell tho triat, ''Vos, of course. But such a strange
sng. But tlov site lîcans a slep uipon cousin. A cousîin wî-" Hoe stops aîîd
ravol, nd as Id courage niotuntetii wvitlî lauighis invohuntarihy.

kli sa lier spirit cornes back ta lier, Il I know," says Diania, lauighiing toa.
:cing to the open 'îall-door she receives « Wlio ought ta be-"

viha dchighitfül smile, and hea ts Iiiiii' My wife !"
to the roonli shie lias just quitted lb is< It is drnadfuh !" says Diana quickly.
tty -ofm, fillcd wvith ,tuiiliglit and swect "Dre.idfui for bath ofyous. But a aIl events
rs, and a few othier things bosides, amîd uicither of you arc iii fault. You shîould bath
ail thie windows lying wvidc open. rnmember tlîat wvhîen you talk it aven."

id When wve do 1" Ker lifts his brows as if
amused. "Your-1 beg your pardonl-H-ilar-y
ks, 1 arn afraid, not anxious ta talk it over.
I-Iovever, even if site is.too fatigued to corne
down to-day, you promise me we shall meet
at the Mclntyres' ?"

IdCertainly she wvill betiere," says Diania,
but a littie faintly. Whlo could arrange for
Hilary? She turns to hirn. "IYou hiave a
long leave, 1 hear. 1 hope wvhen yotir vibit
at the Dyson-Moores' is at anl end you ivill
<'orne here for a lit île wvhile. It wotild give
you and Hilary ail opportunity of bcing
better acqttainted-of-"

"Making up your rninds?" The young
man Iauglis lightly. "lThank you very
rntcb. 1 shali be deliglited ta give Miss
Btirrnws the chance of seeing hiow-"

IdYes, " says I3iana. She leans forward.
"How charminglaml." Atthis they both

lauglh.
Here, to Diana's great relief, the door

epens, and Clifford enters the roorn. He
shakes lîands cordially wvith Ker, and in a
little informai fashion tells bis wvife that
luncheon is ready. Hilary sent him in to
break the ice. A moment later the gong
sounds. Hilary has beaten a wild ta"-oo
upon it and then rushîed back ta hler place at
tbe Ilead of the table, where Diana ivill sit
beliiid the cold roast beef!1

CHAPTER VI.

IThis is the prefticst low.borin l.s, tl,:t ever
Ranomi tie greco !,tward: Nolliing %liedoesor seenis
But smacks of sornething gé-enter than herseli:
Too noble for this plaice."

It is uîot until Ker lias finished bis salmosn
that, looking up suddenly, ble finds bis eyes
met by tliose of the parlorrnaid. Fier eyes
are quickly wihdrawn, sbe is banding round
the cold roast beef nowv, but hi- remain on
her-moving as si moves. W; ere on earth
bias lie seen her before ? That lie has secai
bier before lie is positive, but wvbere ?" He
is also quite sure that %vhen first lie did sec
lie-. Ile did not realize that she was-was
- Wbat is site? Beautiful ! Is .>eauti-
fui the wvord ?

He is obliged ta take his eyes off lier now,
as slic lias corne round and is standing alnîost
behind his back.

IPota.to, sir?",
Ker gives a litle stan. Her voice so Iow,

ainost as beautiful as berself'!
IlThank you," sayb be. He feels as if Ill

is apologiznigîo ber for tlîe trouble she is
giving bierself on bis account. Then sud-
denly lie pulls biirnself together and turins to
Diana.

I sec 1 arn not to ]lave the pleasuire of
seeing yotir sister," says lie with a sliglît
smnille.

" No. I ani so sorry, " says Diana, ber
eyes on lher plate.

Id 1 ope I biaven't friglîtened lier away,"
says Ker; lie niot addrosses hiimself ta
Cli iford.

"lYou couildii't!" says Clifford. Id No-
body could friglitel ier! I've oftent tried-
aîîd fatiledi; the niustard, Bridget. Sbe's
stroîîg. Verv strong."

(To bc' coinuiied.)
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