THE ECCLES

MISSION TO RED RIVER—LATEST
INTELLIGENCE.

The latest intelligence fiom our worthy lizeml 87y eaterprise will not be wvetlovhed 11 the eshi-

bears date “Sauk Rapids, August 20¢h.” In pursa-
auce of the arrangements referred to in our last,tne
party lelt St. Paul on Monday, August 15th, and
reached the *“Sauk Rapids” in two days, the
greater part of the way by steamer on the Mis-
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sissippi—the carts and waggous for luggage pro- .

ceeding by land—the distance wn all bewng 80
miles. At Sauk, the niver widens, and asat pe-

quired to be crossed, much tme was spent 1 fer- ‘

tying over the liorses and carnages  ‘They ex-

pected to go only n few mules on the othier sulde,
.

and there cucamp for the mgint, “The wea her
was showery, and looked somewhat unsetiied,
and these considerrtions rendered their prospeets
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L propnate reigons seevices, and the metancholy

IASTICA

humbie eflorts i the common cauze, and the
simallest contnhution to the sum of the mussion.

mate of the evavgehicat church at large.,
P S —
WIDOWS' FUND—=KNOX'S CHURCH, I

On Frday last (Sept. 19) a mecung of Knox’s ‘
Church congregition, was hield for the putpose of !
conaidertng the Waulows' Fund Scheme, of the |
Syunod of the Presbytenan Church ot Canada, a
prnted sketeh of wlhich had been previouty cir-
culated.  De. Buens deavered an adiress with ap-

wdings of the deatth of Mr. Riunwui having gust |
arnived i the city, an additonal golemnity was
mpagted to the sacredness of the theme. Johin
MceMurnich, Esq., one of the elders, haviug been
caited to the civur, and an expuauation havag
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in regard to the fong journcy not so pieasant.
'
The comipany, however, was found to be very { been given of the leading teatares of the scheme,

agreeable.  Besides the Govemnor, the 1lon
Alexander Ramsay, there were several very me
telligent men, and a physician with s medicue
chest formed an casential part of the cavalcade.
This arrangement was to our excellent nussions
ary a niost valuable blessing, as he had been lar
from well ; and the prospect of a change of diet,
wet feet, and possibly damp beds, rendered 2o«
ablecare on this head a posiuve duty, v ‘Though
a rank teetotaller,” says he, “ [ have taken with
me a small bottle of good brandy as a medicine.”
Mr. B. thinks that the Governor will go the whole
way with him, that he may visit the Red River
colony, with which Pembina and the adjoining
United States settlerisuty inust mawmtain consie
derable intercourse,

This letter is the last communication we can
have with Mer. Black till his arrival at the place
of his destination, He is now in the wide waste
of a country little known and very imperfecily
explored. Exposed to many dangers—with me-
mory rchearsing the past, and farth anuepatng
the tuture—charged with the message of salva-
tion to a body of his countrywmen hitherto scldom
cheered with the voice of a missionary, and never
yet gladdened with the ordinances of grace
their much.Joved simplicity—our beloved brother
lasgely requires the sympatluesand prayers of lus
brethren at home. Wo have no fears for hus per-
sonal safety—we nave some as regards Ius health.
But a special Providence seems to have opened
the way before him. Our great Head has un-
questionably great thungs in reserve for the setilers
in that secluded spot ; and through them the tid-
ings of salvation may reach the intercsting and
hitherto much neglected abongines of ¢ Runert's
land”” Wec commend our brother to the sympa-
thies and prayers of the Clwsch. This iafant
missipp the Lord.has thus fac signally prospered,
agd “ He will establish the work of our hand

upon us.’
The notice taken ot this undertaking in the

Free Church Record for Nova Scotia, and the
I’rubjlgﬁan Witness of Halifax, is to us very
gratifying. The kind wishes and earneat prayers
of dear fr?f:nd's in the sister coionics arc more
than a compensation for all our previous anxie-

ties and disappointments. The * Freec Church”
of our lzeloved Scotland is not indiffetent to our

i

a ntotion of approval and of hearty co-operation

p was pat and unanunousty carted. A Comat.
1 tee of fitteen, with power to add 10 thesr number,
was then namedd, and a comtnencement of the sub-
scrptions was made.  ‘The congeegation hasbeen
subdivided nto five compartments according to
thair residence 10 the several warnds, and two
wembers named w0 collect subzenptions.  Dr.
Burns, Convener of Commttee, Mr, Thomas
Henming, Secretary and Mr. McMurnich, Treasu-
rer. ‘The feeung of all present scemed to bey
learty as to the necessay of such a scheme, and |
the judicious character of the plan comemplated.
\We understand shat, although only eight membery |
had atlixed their names by Satwrday, the sum
realized had amounted to £123.

We refer our readers to the address as punted
1 our pages, and we earnestly press at on the se-
tious attention of all the fuends of the Church.—
Why may we not aun at £3300 as « permanent
fund? Let ministers fecl no delicacy in taking an
active part w the scheme. It will become them,
But while we say so, we would remind the pri-
vate members of churches, that nothing interferes
more with the calm and efficient discharge of
pastoral duty, than anxiety on the minds of
numsters about the temporal condition of their
famihies; aud the more that thus can be re-
wmoved or alleviated, the more ponted and sure
wil be the labours of therwr pastor, and the more
endeared the ue which binds both parties ia one
common bond,

We are happy to find vanous uinisters and
members are at present at work in different
districts n behall of this laudable scheme.——
We wish them much success, and we are sure
that those who had zeruples as to the expedie
ency u the proposed sustentation scheme, will
be among the first to lead their hiberal aid to
this scheme, -aluch, wiule 1t accomplisties indi-
rectly some of the ends of the other, is cers
tainly free from the objections to which, by some,
it was conzidered liable. Now is the time for
simulianeous effort.

s,

. 4TIt s an extreordinary fact, stated on autho-

rity, that there are at the present ume more of
an Irish population in the United States than
there is in Ircland itself.
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MISSION TO TUE RED RIVER SET
TLEMENT.

The charter of tHudeons llay Company bears
date 1650 ; and by that charter they are made
abeolute proprictors of all Rupent's fand, a tern-
tory suppased to equat all the rest of Britsh North
Amenca. Among the subgeets of tns wealthy
Company are the Scotush seutlers at the Red Rio
ver, of Selhark settivment, formed by the noble-
man who<e nawe 1t bears i, 1503,

In May, 1843, the Scottish sctilers brought he-
fore the nouce of Duncan Finlayeon, Esq., the
poveruas of the Red Niver settlement, by petition,
al the facts of ther reagious history, and thie
they submnted alt ewasde to the Colowal Com-
m
eolemats, i 1513, were six tousind e numbier,
dovidad wito hree oligoous scets—1"resby teniang,
Roman Catholies, and Epcopaitns, of the for-
mer, there wege 2,600, and of Roman Catholiew,
3,200, the remamang 200 belonged to the Eps-
copal Clhurell “Pheae Scottish sestlers  were
chiddy congrants fran the Notth of Seotlacd,
brought to the country i 1815, by the then Eagl
of Selkuk  They had a clegyman of their owa
persuavion prounsed by hia lordship au the time
of leaving ther wative countsy, (he Rev. Me,
Sage,) but circutnstances prevented s embarka.
ton along with them.  He was expected to fol-
low them next yeur: next year, however, caine
al passed away, and no clergyman came ; ond
no Preshytenan anumster has ever yet visted Ru-
pert's land ' In the winters of 1815-16, the set.
tlers had to abandon the colony tor want of fuod,
and they betook themaelves to the plaias for baf-
falo and o the lakes for fish, and they wintend
among :he nauves in all directions. 1816, -
after their return to the seulement, they were
driven from the colony at the point of the: gum,
by the firm partizans of the then two tival Coif.
pavies, and had to pass the winter of §816-17 .-
300 nules to the north of the colony. In 1817.'
Lord Sclkitk visited the colony in person ;-
brought back the Scottish settlers, and renewed
to them his promises of forwarding. to them their
nngster without delay.  In 1818 they had again
to abaodon the colony through starvation. In
this year, nevertheless, two Roman Catholie
priests arrived fro Canada, but no Presbyterian
mimster.  In 1519 they returned to the colomy
with the view of putting down a crop, and they
then applied to the governor (Alexander McDod-
nell, Bsq,) to get out their minister, but he (the
governor) being a8 Roman Catholic, paid little at-
tention to their memorials.  In 1820 the Scottish
settlers were motified to see, in place of a clege
gywman of their own persuasion, as hiad beea pro-
mised, a miseionary of the Church of England
seut out and placed over them as their spiritusl
pastor; although, at the same time, there were
not twenty individuals °n the whole coluny belong- -
ing to the Church of England! In 1832, she..
sctilers appealed to Mr. Halkeut, oae of the ex-
ecutors of Lord Sclkirk, then at Red River, and
reccaved for answer as follows:—* With respect.,
to the application of the Scottish settlers for a
clergyman of their own persuasion, Mr, fHalkett

mrteee of the Free Chuteh of Scaland



