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CLAIMS OF THE TREASUR
LORD

« And of nll that then grivest we, Tadl mip 1y
give the *cath unto e Cieneass XX 42

Tr-would seem from thie thet the daty of givng
a ceraty portion of jnvome o the Lord waa felt
1o he obligatory, by prous men, lone befure any
poutive law war revenled o the sobyeet,  Aund,
it is probable, that by some means it was faeer.
tainéd that the proportion devnted to the gervies
of the Lord, ought to be, atleast, 2 tithe of
that by industry, in a lawful cathng, . . ould
gain.

Afterwards it was establisied by law, that
every person should not only give a tenth of his
property to support the worsiup of God, but he
was required, also, to offer the first-born of s
flocks und herda, and the first-fraita of his harvest.
On every tinrd year, also, their seems to-have
been a separate tithing, the procecds of which
were to be distributed mnong the paer.  DPremdes
those preseribed offerings, the people were acens.
tomed to make freecwill offerings, and eapecinlly,
thank-offerings, after the reception of some sigmal
favour, or the expericnce of sume remarkable de-
liverance.

Itis a question of real and practienl interest,
how far these ancient customs and lnws of the
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people of Gad may gerve to muide usin our duty

in regard to this matter.  One thing is certain,
namely; that the obligniions of those living under
the Christian dispensation, to-give to the treasury
of the Lord, cannot be less than that of the an-
cient servants of God, who lived under a darker
dispanzation. As to the proportion to be given,
it should not be less than that formerly prescrbed.
The only thing which could be_alleged in favour
of a smallér proportion iz, that the ritual-zervice
of tlie Jews was much more expeasive than the
spiritual service of the Christion Church. Butit
should be considered that while goats, and bul-
locks, and sheep, and lamba, ure not now requised
for-the - worship of God, the Christian Church has
jmposed on it, by its Head, the propagation of
the gospel through the whole world ; a dumy net
imposcd on the ancient Church, and the falliiment

of this duty will require wouch greater funds than
were necezssary 1o keep up the worship of dhe *
temple. Certainly, then, she proportion of our

incame, devoted to the service of the Lord, should
in no case be less than onvetemth,
Hearts devise liberal things, will not be contenied
with thie, hug will feel the obligation of gratitude

consiraining them to give the double of he pro-

portion mentioned.  God has thought proper not
to lay down a rigid rle on- this subject, but o
wmake it matier of trial of the principles by which
his professing people are actuand. The Lord
Joveth a cheeriul giver”  \What is done sponta-
neously. is more accepiable 1han whatis done hiy
constraint.  And all perzons are pot jn sthe same
cirenmstances; for while scime, who have large
incomes, have few or no cluldren 1o support and
educate, others have large familics, or nved their
money to carry on their busiuese,  But we lave
na right 1o appropriate to our own uise what pro-
pesly helonge to she treasury of the Lord,  Whe
are they who in the Bible are charged with tab-
binz God? Suchns withhiold the tihes aud sa-
erifizes, which, by the law, were due. Aud wha
shall he said of thore who now keep back that
propontion of their weekly or yeasly gains, which
belongs to.the treasury of the Lord.

Many have recommended system in dispensing
our charitics.  Ail 1he system which is requisite
js, a determination ta give a centxin postion of
our income. Let it be onc-tenth, for exunple—
Thoee who teceive the fruit of their labours
weekly, showld follow the rle given to the
Churches by. the apastle Paul; and .on.the :first
day of the week lay aside, in a sepamate drawer
ot purse, that which has been conseciated to the
scrvice of God. And let no sictilegions hand

$erposes—excrpt it be in the way of borrowing—

Sonme, whose |
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shar ' he pos wobs phopdv pratared
e oroe ved oI agarterdy, or annes i
et s wropes rnde b Lo Yawed st e cod o) enl er
of taese prernnd= I tlascase, v gt of the
apastofe reeoimnendation e better than tae fetrer
1t you have a fond betongine o the Lord, when
an xppheanon is tade for a contnbmtion, conader
tirst, whethier the obyrct i one 10 which yvou on it
to connbate 3 and secondly, how much youoeght
10 gve (o thie obgert, bringag mto view afl the
other ohivets 1o which yon should give, -Givinyg
on this system, will atways be done cheerfully.—
In fact, the money is already given, awd you are
the steward to dispense it.

’

[UNESESSE G,
THE FREENTSS AND FULNESS OF THE
GOSIEL.

“ The reagon wiy we go often find the awak-
ened sinner o slow in apprehending the anple
gospel of the grace of God, is, that he cannot un-
- derstand its freeness or-fullness. e confounda it

with thoughts about sightennsnese, and therefore
_is set upon- searching for a reason for it. He

wants to {ind somehing in usself, which, w
, some way, may dicingoidh rm from other vine
ners, and thus make ham, as be thinke, a-fit object
of thia grace.  And when he eannot find this m
his irorke, ke would fnin scarch for it in biz ferls
ines  fle wants to find a centan siate of mmd
,and feeling in himsel, before he ean think hime

self entitled to lay hold upon the blessing which
¢ the gospel of the grace of God presemis. But 1hiz
| ig aksurd 5 since to him that warkedh not, but he-

lieveth on Jim that justifi-th the unowdly, his
+ faith s couuted for righteousacsa, Now such
| mrace ayis here found s the most diflicult thmg

+

{ for 3 mam 10 perecive and apprehiend : and lus

¢ just because of the darkness whicli is in him, and

of its exceeding fullness
sethe racious mind of God. Tt is according to the
_infigite greatness of Gad'sown minds and, there-
{ fore, themanncr in whichit meeis and deals with

the sinner, is of necessity quite contrary to ail the
, thoughts and ideas of waw’s heast. It is anly
. quite natural, of course, that man skould seek to

own ; and althangh in daing this, he cannot but
allow, it to Le far more perfect and excellent than
hig, inasinuch a3 he knows Gad is above himself,
- yet still he innkos his own carnnl apprehiension

; of what favaur i3, the basic of hix judzment about !

God, and therefore his judgment about it, of ne-
cessity, moes wrong  Goid's gmacions way of
meeting the siuner iv the ant-flowing of Ilic own
nund 3 and therefore far above the highest range
of man’s thoughits. IHe meets the sinner just in
his own position asa sinner.  Like Saul, he may
be a ¢ Masphemer, 2 perscentor, and injurious
but God, without requiring any excreiss of mind,
any course of huniilintion for sin,or any predispo-
sin= qualification of any <orz, meets kim jost ac he
fom—a xinxrn, withall the frec abounding bles.
sing of the zospel of Tlis grace, Be axsnred you
will never fiud in yoursel{ any titie o believe; the
arace which T pererive in Jesus, and not the sor-
row 1 wmay have felt for my sin, is iy ground for
my belicving and- resting upon him. 1 beiieve,
i not hecanse 1 have passed through any previous
{ state of freling about my sin, hut hecause Tean
i perccive something of the fuilness of the love and
erace of Gud in Ciwist. O that men should biud
the riches of God's frce grace by their own poor
thoughts of that scanty favour which is praciised
i among men!  Your case, paor sinzer, is really a
desperate one.
s0 to yvou, but itis before God. Nothing can
meet it but free grace 3 and this-in all jts charac.
teristic fullness 35 to be found in Jesus,  Jlis awn
words are—1im that cometh unto wme I will in
no wisce cast oul.”—Anonymong;
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« heaven and carth hut himeelf.

T TR SR e s ey T, o fk‘w

aml then that which hasbeen received on loan, !
1f the prreon's |

It 1= the onflowing of |

measwie the chamacter of God's dealing by his |

It may. or it may not, appear i

iy
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Grvine & Naxr 1y Barrige.—In administering
the tite of eirenmeision it wak customary to give s
napie o e ¢l b ‘i g evident from the cir-
« mtances atter ding the enenmeiion of John thet
Baptist, as relored i the Gopel a ing
Luke, 1 59543 and also thore attendi )
cumesign of ovr biesedd Kaviour, =ud
corded in the nest chapter of the same goepe)—
I'he sume practice prebably existed, fiom the ags
hest pentod of the NewTestoment chureh. in the
mmisteation of baptizm, It makes, however, no
necexear it or amportant pars of the rite. . A bape
tism adinmistered without a -name, would, of
; coure be Just a= valid as of one were announced,
. Aud there i3 nothing in shic essemial nature of the

case, which would forbal 2 name given toachild in
baptism 10 be reconsider ed and altered afierwards.
Yet, innsmuch as a child, when baptised, is an~
nonced to the church as a new;member, subjeet

i 1o its maternal watch and ‘care-ifsought,. in
to bé.igtrieduced

cammon, for obvious reasons,
amd known. under some name, so that"eadh child
may be distinguished, nod may receive its appros
priate treauuent,  “To wntroduce s nameless mem<
ber into any tociety, would be beth unrea<onable
y and inconvenient.  Morfover, t«ds -of great con-
sequenee, both 1o civil and religious gociety, that
ahe birth apd baptiem of cvery «hild be recorded
. in rezalar church hooks.  “I'he formation of thig
recond, requires, it is evidenr, the uee of a neme,
and after the name 12 adopted and recorded in this
public register, it is plain that frequent alterations
of the nare. und tampering, ina corresponding
manncer, with the putlic register, woull Jead-to
cadlese confision and mischief. Thus we are
condneted by a verv obvious tmin of reasoning,
. to the concinsion thar the name-announced in
baptisin, oughe, in weneral, to be-carefully retatned
without subtraction or addition. Sometimes, in<
! deed, ihe civil Inw requires such_registers 10 be
made and preserved. in repard o every binth and
bawism.  Where thi« is the case, there is evie
. denly an additional reason for adhering strictly
1o thename announced in baptism, recorded in
the appropriafe register, anil-thns brought-under
official notice, and recorded as the property of the
state.—~Dr. Milley. )
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The cvanzelization of the woild demands the
Leet, the greatest ministers amongst us.  To say
“shall we part with a firstarate man to go t6 fog-
eicn clitnes?”  Loek nt what the Bible BAYS,—
First 1ate mea!  Waa there ever such b first-mate
man as Pavl.ora sccond-rate nian liké Bamabas,
and yet while they were labouring with aceept-
auce among their people, their converts, and
while their presence among them seemed essen-
tial tn the weil being of the Chinrch?  What said
, the Spirit. * Separate me Pavl and Barnabas for

the work whereunto T have called them™”  Ifthe
, best of our-minsters or theological professors were
; 10 20 10 foreinn cliuntes, the work would be en-
tizely wonhy of them, provided they were found
wonthy of it.—Dn. Dorr. -

—

Boors —Books are the seeds of things.  They
are the preserved cssences of the minds that have
lived hefore us. They are the armory of ihe
human mind, containing a1 once the trephies of
itz past, and the weapons for its future conquests.
As the Dutch Shakspeare has «aid of Vossive, 20°
*we may say of all the books that we vead ;

* Whatever i anchored in them, floats abost in
« our braina” It is of vast importance, then, what

weread,  No one that valnes the purity of his
heast chould ever touch a had book.

Svgaestive.~The profane Jogma of Roman-
ism, thatihe consccrated waleris truly and-whh-
_out a fizare of speech, the hody, ecul, and diviwity
! of Christ, becomes more revoliing when virwedia
i cannexion with the fact, that recently at Rome
! same thieves hrake into one of the churches of

! ! Tar. Foor.—The man of learning withomt y that eity, anil sole a silver vase containing three
- dave 10 take from this scred treasnre for oihed | oty jg a fool, because he knows cvery thing in ; hundred consecrated wafers which had been pre-

pased for the communion -of 1he following day.—



