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SUSTENTATION FUNOD OF 1HE PRES-
BY'TLRIAN CHURCH OF CANADAN,
The followinng deliverunce on e subject of the

Rustentation Schene, wis adopted by the Synod

at the iceting in ‘Posouto, June 2 ith, 1848, (See

Minntes, p. 25.)

“ First—Thut for the remuval of misappre.
hensions thut stfl prevail, it i declared that so
systean of rezrnlution sespreeting the smode it which
the funds of congregetions for the sustentution of the
tiinistey or uny other object ehull be cuired, hias
ever heen enjoined by the Syned, und that congre-
gations wre ut full Wbty 1o udopt such urranges
ente for such purposcs, yot ut vasinnes with the
recogziisesd prinviples und practices of our Church
us they may decin best, .

Second.—That the schete of distritiition at
present acted upon be conginted, bt that it be Fe-
fereed to_lhe Sustentation floard, tu detepnine witer
due consideration, awd expecislly after eareful ob.
servation of the pructical working of thie scheme
during the ensaing yeur, whether the: provision
which limits the deduction sonde from’ the contri-
butious of cangregutions to 20 per cent. might uot
be advautageoudy renoved.

Third.—Thut the Synod pledires itsclf to work
the sehetne ax the echeme of the whole Clurch,
and in order that every congregation may. be iue
duced to place iteelf immediately on the scheme,
amd that clfectuoul provion muy be tade for seady
aud pernanent operutions, resolves to sppoint
agent who sliall devate hitiself to this wock undee
the direction of the Susteutation Board, snd whase
safary the Synod agrees to guarntee fromn the
Synad Fund, until five sixths of the congreautions
el the Sy huvs pluced themselves on the schetie,
by the paymtent of their fint contribution, ufier
which, liis snlary shall he churged on the Snstens
tation Fund—and reconpnend to Preshyteries thut
in time to come nosettlemient of - Ministens by nade
within their bounds, il all due meuns have been
uved (0 induee the congregutions to !lluco thew.
welves upon the Susteutution scheme.

¢ ‘The Synod heing unanimons in regarding Mr.

Johin Buras, us being crsiscutly qualified o uct us
Agent for the sustentation schenie, agreed . to re.
commend 1o the Sustentation $lourd to endeavour
to obtuin his services in that cupacity, aud in the
event of their failing in this, 10 uppoint auy other
persot us Agent whua they ey judge to be
qualitied for the office.

The Sustentation Board, as at prezent constituted,
adds to its number Johu Burns, Esq., Strectsville,

The Bourd having been convened by cireular to
tneet on the 12th July, had laid before thewm the
ubove rusolution of Synod.

The Bourd, after full consideration, cordially
concur in the resolution and recommendation ax
ghave, and, in order to carry it and other measurcs
tute full and innediate effect, resslve :—~

1. That au appeal shali be made to all those
congregations not ou the fund. with the view of
their being induced, without delay, to conucct
thenaelves with the Board ; aud, fur this puspose,
they appointed Dr. Bumns, Mr., Gale, and Alexan.
der McGlashan, Esq., a8 2 sub-Commiitiee, to diaw
up a cirewlar to minisier, congregutions, and all
having interest 3 such circular belug subitted to
the Board before buing issucd.

2. That in the cane of those congregations at

nt on the fuud, or which may be put upon it
me Syaod, whe may not be able to realize the
minimam fixed, & correspandence shall ba opened
with the metbem of the Home Missiou Comuiittee,
with the view of obtainiug from their fund such aid
as may be necesary 10 effect this desinble object.

3. That Johu Burne, Esq., of Strectsville, re-
comn.cuded by the Synod as Agent, shall be cor
dially hailed in that cilnclcl' by the members of

the , sud spplication made 1o ki focthwith
by a depatztion from the Board.

4. That t'rerbyteries shall be urged without de-
lay, by circular or atherwise, 1 give every ad o

the Ngeont or Agents of the Boand, in conmmuni-
cating with congregations within their honds, in
ondur tu olitui - their coneninenee iy the sclicnie,
wid the resvlute adoption of its imcnsures.

P Borus and Mr, Metilashian wete numed ux g
deputation to wait on Me Burns, and solicit his
cotisent ¢ the proposal regmeding the sgeaey,

e Poard heing aenin convened by cireulnr on
the 10th Mugnst, 13 18,—Prescut in the chuir, C. C.
Fertie, Faq, the Rev. Messe Robb and Gale,
Mourare, Mefaren, Davidson, Cook, Burns, Mclls
laesy and the Secretury.

Phie anb-Commuitice sppointed on the 12th Inly,
to whit upon Me. John Burne, gave in theie neport.
Mr. Buriis being now present, consented to lecomie
the Agent of the Bued, wied promized to enter upon
the dutics of 1hat office with us Jittle deluy us
prwsible,

‘I'he sub-Cotmittce nlso presented the fiflowing
nddross, which wus spproved of, und ordered to be
prablishod s —

AUDRESS OF TIHE SUR-COMNITTEE,

Having been appointed as & Sub-Comuuittes of
the Nustetitation Board 1o draw ap un uddrens to
conmrecations on the subject of mitisterial support,
und o the specind cliit of the sustentugion seheme
of our chinels, We would, in the outset, ek to
imprese ull partics concemed with a sense of the
vanst fpottanee of the matter now sulnnitted to
thetn, Aoy man Whe g ecrioely attachied - to
the word of God, nud its Loty truths and vndanmees,
campt Jook arotind him wih ordinazy absenvaiion,
and have hig eves situt to the fact thit seepticism
and infidelity are on the increuse, uud thut the
question of the existence of a regabar staudig
ministry in the band i or will soon bey n Jeading
aquestion of the day.  Muny influences, both of u
religons and politeal hind, ure ut work to throw
inta the hacksrouud the cluins of the niinistry ax
an ordinance of Gud.. “There are cven men of piety,
but of mistuken or perverted views, whe xeem
willing to Jeroe s whole concerng of mnun's salvae
tion; and of Christingity, ux a divine institate for
saving v, to accidentsl circumstutices, of ta
optionnl movement.  “There i sotucthing plansible
und captivating in the fuverite maximes they thut
wis for agbaisters may help themselvess’ but we
appreliend that u lurking und sueoring infidelity - is
at the bottous of ity and that i import it amottuts
neasdy to a miaxin of the sae school—* let- every
than find his way to heaven as he best can’  foth
aze hased on the assumption that there is notinuy
fixed or detertuined in the truihs of religion at
all; and that God hath given us uathing certain op
safe as a guide i the way 10 himsells Assured.
we ure, that 10 maims are wiore agrconble to un
infided’s 1aste, and that nothing aratifics wore the
enemy of the glorious goapel thiun the absilute and
completé prosteation of the Christian suinistry.~—
*Plie reason ispluin.  Churches rezularly onganised,
and an order of nien set apart for the defence and
propazation of religivus trth, have, in all ages,
proved the strongest bulwark agoinst error.  “The
most cunuing and, perhaps, the most cuccessful
assanlts on revelution have been ever inade through
the church and its appointed guirdinng; and this
consideration, while it should Jead us 1o seck the
clevation of minivterial attaininent and cf ter,
ought also 10 suygest the necereity of auitable cn-
couragement being given to young men of piety
and tulent to study for the church, We may do-
jrend apen it, as the result of uniform experience,
that a fﬁ scale of remuneration for the service of
the sanctuary, and uncertainty or irregulasity in
payments, &re suro to produce a feeble and in-
c&:’u:nt ministry. Solong as the estimate formed
of the real value of miuisteriul labour is s0 far be-
low that formed of all kinds of sccular tal 5 and so

as the rise in the & value of other

inds of Femunciative labeut has advanced, during
the laat thirty yoars, at a ratio se far beyond that
at which miaisterial services in the heuse of God
bave advanced in public estimate, wo necd uet

e Y
womler ut the geowinge diflicnity in obtuising page
totg for vacnnt congregntione, or i adequate sapply
of talented wud prous uspituits for the winisterud
office.

In point of fuct. we are not awnré of one Pro-
testient unendowed churel in Chitictendom that ie
not at this very moment complaining of ditliculty
in theswe departinents 5 aud weaaredly, with the
tapid progress of publie opinion as advenas o civil
endowments for sucred ends, the ditliculty is cne
of very setious pguitude.  Wo speak not of the
prohubie imen i Fegand to commanding litorntupe—
thengh there never was u titne, certainly, i the
hintory of the chureh, whew by attainments jn
leurning were 80 indispensable i the Claistian
wrinistey, us il present==but we now speak mefedy
of siich u portivn of intelleetnn] aeguisition ws mny
ruise the church shove abewlute contempt,. Vainis
it to plead that ardent piety in students and pustors
will mnnifest Btseld drrespectively of all secnine
consderutione. 1t oy do 20 in saitie instatices
bty nx u generud rule, we would say thut it i« s
very poor cuctuttugenicnt Lo piety o tsinisiees
to be told, that wiale reul worth i evory omlier
departinent muy expect valuibie enconrageiont,
even un to this World, its invepueuble accompani--
ment in the wiatks of the chu s mnst hences
forth b ubject joverty and depressivie. Maoze-
over, stinted  circmmstances ure  themselves a
Wlight even on picty 5 and the very wonst thing a
peaple cauld wish fur their pastor, escn o8 to his
efficieney anony the, wouid be, an ever vexing
und cewrclem umaiety ubout provicien for hiaclf
uud his susuily. ’

Pty without cnlurging on these views, it i
munifest that in s cosntey, and in the present

dayy it resta, i great messure, with e Chrivtian

jreopic to determine whether the influences of the
goepel chiall keep pace with the growth of tha
peprtation, und whether un etficient Zospei minist

shall be paised wp nud sustuined in this-land,

more solens and vita!ly important question cannot:
be propounded, whether we segard the temporid
welfare of our community, 07 the iliterests of ine
nwrtal souls, of the plory of the Suviour: neither
can it occur i circuumtances mere- uffecting and
critical than thaee it which we wre placed i thie
young, aud rapidly sdvancing, and lutherto spirits
vwally deditute comtnunity, whore future moral
aspeet und desting snust bo decply influenced by
the conduet of the chuich ut this stare of its pros
grem, May the Lozd, the Spirit, tay it on the
fiearts and conscicnces of ull professing Chiristiuns.

It is further manifest, both from the mnguitude
of the intcrests at stake, and from the puinfully
uutuvoruble results of experience in time past, that
the support of the gospel ministry onght not to be
regarded as an uninportant or secondury concerss in
the adwinistrution of the chiurch of Christ—that it
ought uat to be left ta the disjointed, aud irregulur,
and unekilful efforts of individual congrésutions—
but must be tuken up and dealt with as the concern
of the wholc church, in its collective wisdom und
encrey, and as juvolving & great ordinauce of her
Divine licad. '

Impressed with the views which we have en-
deavoured thus te sct forth, the Synod of the Pres-
byteriun  Church of Canada resolved, at their
meeting in Octaber, 1844, 10 orgunire a aclicme
for the more cifectual sustentation of the Ministry.
‘The leading fenture of the schenie war the prin.
ciple that the support of the ministry thraughont
the land, is the couicemn of the whole chureli, and
of each congregation in it—the priuciple of mutual
support—the wealthier congregations cuntributing
in aid of the weaker—and all working toovther on
a well-compacted schetne of financial union. 1t
was plaia from the fint, that the success of the
plan depended entirely on a very general concur-
rence of all the congregrations throughout the Prov-
ince ; and with a view of sccuring this, » playu of
co-operation was drawn up with great labour by o
Committee of Synod, and appraved of by the Coni-
mission therealter. It appeascd, howwever, Uint ab.
jections of variows kinds were operating azainst
the scheme : and to the bt pizus of h
these, the attention of successive Svunds has becw



