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ous ohjects the suin of £800 has bheen
granted. For ftaly a special appeal was
muds to the church in September, und the
response was vesy sausfactory, cnabling
the Board to make the following liberal
grants, viz. : For the Waldensian College,
now removed from La Tour to Florence.
£500, and for Printing, Schools, and Col-
portage, under the superintendence of the
mimsters of Leghora and Flurence, £500.
‘The objects thus aided have dore much for
the spiritual good of Tialy.

We thus sce that the Churel in Irelond is
actively engaged in missondry efforts, both
at home aud abroud.  During the past year
the following sums have been raised for the
vartous schewes of the Church :—

Assistant Mimster’s Faud,.. £504 9 6
Evangetization ot ltaly, seeee 1,354 0 9
R. Catholic Missiviyessecses 2435 6 5
Home Mission, (for supple-

menting the resources of

weak, or plasting new con-

FIERBNO0MS,) seassssscacans 2603 6 3
Jewist Mission,ecsesccccese 2336 12 2
Culonial aud Continental Mlis. ‘

SiUNyesesesscassessavaces 1,637 12 2
Churctht aud Manse Found,.... 226 14 9

Totalyeseese £13381 3 10

In additiou to the above sums, the amount
of £155 was contnbuted for the relief of
sutleriug Cheistians in Syria, and £238 for
the Dablin Mlission Cha:ch, while the sum
of wpw~ards of £3,000 was in the cousse of
last year expended fromn funds previously
colleeted for the Church and Manse Fuad.

It is stated that “lessthan foriy years agw,
when the present Ds. Cooke began, with
othess, 1o denounce Arianisin, and to hift the
old blue banner on the Uister Hills, the
whole of the Irish Preshyterian Church did
not cortribute more than £200 per annum,
and that for Hume Missions alune®. For the
miglry contrast, and for the great moral
and spintual chonge thus iudicated, there
should b2 experienced and mam =sted the
deepest gravitude to God, whose a1 vee hath
wraught such great things for His peaple.

Squodieal Feports.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE
STATE OF RELIGION.

The Commitige on the State of Religion
regret that the indisposinon of their res-
pected Couvener tras deprived them of his
valuable assistauce in drawing up their
Repmt, and 1 consequence, it had o be
more hurnedly prepared, and is of less value
and interest than it would be otherwise.

Reports on the State of Religion have
been farnished by most Presbyterivs ; from
Kingston rone has been recewed. Ttap-
pears from these, thet at least one coufer-
cnce on tins momentous subject has been
held in five Presbyieries, little more than

one half of the whole Presbyteries of the
Church ; these are, Toronte, London, Mon-
treal, Cobuurg, amd Brockville, which last
stunds for m advance of all the others in
thiz matter, having had frequent meetings
on this subject. It may be proper to stuie,
tL.at the corresponding members from Ham-
itton and Ottawa say, that ihe reason for
their negleet is that other unexpected and
most pressinyg business came up in cach
of these Presbyteres at the time at which
it shoufd have held tws conference.

Missionary Meetings seem to be held in
all th: Presbyteries, from which ieponts
have been received, except Hamilton, in
which these have been neglected for some
yueats.

The day of Thanksgiving was gencrally
obsened.
Jomary was genetally responded to, and

some of which were held daily, some week-
ly, and others veeasionally.

There seem to be at teast one Sabbath,
with nearly ail, if not with every congrega-
tion in the Chureh 3 2 few have several ac-
cersious to theie membershep,  All the re-
ports express the opimon that these are
1okens for good ; they generally speak of
increased aucndance on the means of grace,
both of young and old, orof a growing
seriousness and attention to divine thinas;

to an inctease of hiberality. Une or two
reports speak of increased desire 1o make
mofession of reliton. But these only spes
directly of apparent conversions to th
Lord, aud these scem few 5 but occurring,
as they appear 1o du, at points widely sej-

m hoping they may prove the first drops of
an eatly aud great outpouring ol the lHoly
Ghust.

The reporis iddicate that all the ordinary
agencies for promoting the conversion of
sinneis 10 God, and the upbrildiog of his
people, are easnestly wrought, and the gos-
pel Tully and faithfully preached ; and yet
alt deplore that they are so much like
wilderness—a broken vessel  And while
your Committee caunot but feel sorry that
so little real solid and ditect good is ascer-
tained to be done, yet they think there is
giound fur some hope in thut there appears
10 be a growing desirc among both office-
bearers aud membe:s for the vuipouning of
the Spirit and the reviving of God’s work
in the land.

ut while expressing such a hope, the
Comimitice cannot cunceal their fears, that
the tokens tuat are apparent may pass away
without the salvation of souls. The cloud
whiclrihe anxions husbandman thinks is
1o water his psrchud fields may pass, and
the wkeas of awakening may, yea wust do
so also, unless an awakening, an outpouring
of the Holy Spint is early felt; and the
Committee are anxious that the Synod
should dircct 11s most serious and  prayerful
attewion to the question—how may we
avoid the danger we are in 2——that the pre-
sent hopeful appearances may have nosatis-
factory 1ssuc.

There are hindrances to the progressof the
work ; those spraially mentioned in there-
turns from Presbyteries ate, intemperance
and worldliness; but were there no

ontward dundrance of a positive kind, there

led in varions instances to union meetings, |

School aud one Bible Class in connection) 5 ;
I ¢ land in all our meetings.  Une recommends,

i

and m one instauce, viz., that of Brockville,'

tidccply jmpressed with the importance of
‘doing so,strongly recommend that cach pres-
|bylery be enjuiied to hold 2 confere

arate, the Commuttee leel more confidence;

ibusineos. One cor:e~ponding member urges

{both 10 the temedying of what may he amiss
H

.xn b4 . -
tand the ascertaining and umproving the spi-

tritual
‘a so the Presbytery of Brockville do, and the

‘
Q

are others which lic more at our own
duars, ari~ing from the neglect of duty both
by imsters anud elders, aud meml ers of the
choreh.  ‘The Comumtee fudd that we have
eause to deplore that our seligion is far frem
being of that full soul-elevaimg character
wh ch it cught 1o be, and that consequently
we are iot so markedly living epistles of
Chirist ~o0 known and read of allmen, #5 we
should aim at being, that athers may be led
to giorify onr Father who is in keaven; and
they weuld respeetfully, vet serie usly, call
the au ‘ation of the Synod to this, ¢ mvinced,
as they are, that if @ revival is geatted tous,
it must begin in the hearts of God's people,
and will shew itsell in a more fervent and
self-sacrificing love to God, amit more ecar-
vest effort to do everything with a4 dircet

The call to united prayer inidim for advancing his glary aud the goed

of our fellow men,

‘I'hie returns contain various sugeestions for
promoting thns object. Several wge that
the duty of prayer should be pressed alike
on minsters aud people : that th-.¢ should
be much aud earnest prayer, bed in p.'vate

in addition, that a sermon be preached at
each stated mecting of Presbytery, and
that the remaimng portion of the first diet,
at each cf such meetings, should he spent
in confcrence on this subject and in ptayer.
Anotlter recommends conference on this sub-
ject, aed prayer at each stated neeting.
But the Presbytery of Bruckville has the
honor of setling an _example in attending
to these matters. Others speak of trese
things. They do them. The Commiittee,

&Cc on

thus subject ut each quarterly meeting and
that -lus have the precedence of all other

that Presbyterial visitation be practised,
the outward business of the house of God,
condition of cach congiegavion. This

committce would gladly see prxgctiscd. Anoth.
‘ersuggestion which the commilice would re-
:commend also, is, that each member of the
'Church: be held bonnd to work for the Lurd,
‘aud that office-bearers endeavor to assign
wok to cach, and to set them 1o do it. |

The Commitice fec! also that great care
‘be taken in the sdnussion of members into
"the fellowship of the Church, and thatevery
cffort g.7+1d be made to have conversation
really profitabie to one anuther.  We have
all cause to lament that we have failed
more in this daty than perhapsin any ¢ ber,
iand our neglect is buth a token of a want of
deep spintuzlity, and a means of hindering
its growth. i

All which is respectfolly submitted.

Jonx McTavisu, Convener.

TENTH ANNUAL {REPORT OF THE
BUXTON MISSION, 13th JUNE, 1861.

In presenting the Tenth Annual Report of
the Buxton Mission to the Synod, I do 1t
with a deeper conviction than ever of the
growing importance of tho work, and 1
buinbly beltizve that the favenr of God which
has hitherto auended this effort to improve
the social and moral coodition of the colored
race is a surc pledge that there ate greater




