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PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.

I'is Preabytery met on tho 20th and 301h of
Apnl, and traneacted a considorable amount of
business.  ‘I'he following 18 a brief nouce of
somo of tho principal matters beforo the court .—

Mr. Holmes, of Brampton, petinoned the Pres-
bytery for a disjunction of tho E. f'oronte Sta-
tion from ns pastoral chargo, on account of tho
extent of tus field of jabour. The potion was
favourabiy roceived, and ordered to lie on the
tablo ull noxt meeting.  Mr. Holmes® Congrega-
tions to be summoned to appear for their interests,

‘I'he following scssions that have huherto
failed, in spite of calls repeatedly wade, to give
jn their Records to the Presbytery for roviston,
wore again urgeatly called on to do so without
fariher delay, viz :—Vaughan, Streetsville, King ;
also Cooke's Church, Toronto—Matkham—
Brock and Reach.

An interim report on Mansos was given by
the Cletk to the effect that from only a few of
tho Congregations replies had boen reccived to
the circular issued on this mattor; but that from
tho communication received 1t appears that with-
i the Presbytery thero aro two Manses, viz., at
Stroetsville and Markham—and that sieps aro
bring taken by the Congregatione at Orillia and
Oro, and also at Union and Norval, for provid-
ing Maoses, Rev. Messrs. Lowry, McTawvish,
Gray, and McKenzio and Thomas Dallas, Exq ,
wero appointed a Commuteo to attend farther to
this matter.

The following motion by Mr. Laing, scconded
by Mr. Lowry, on the suoject of exammation of
students, was after somno discussion, passed with-
out a voto, viz:—The Presbytery having consid-
erod the Overturo on examinanon of students
rormitted to Preshyteries by tho Synod—Resolve,
that while the functions of Presbyieries io the
examination of students continuo to boe exercised
according to the presont practice of the Church,
viz: -an exanenation before entrance on their
studiesin college, an examination annually of stu-
dents withia their bouads, and the usual trials for
licenso, 1t 18 expedient that a Board bo esiablished
by the Synad for the cxaminauon of students as
to their Litesary, Philvsophic, and Theological
attainments, based on the following principles.—
1. That tho Board shall represent the whole
Church, consising of two members of each Pres-
bytery appointed by thetr respective Presbyteries,
Q. ‘That cvery student before being admitted to
the ‘Theolagical Classes, when ho appears before
a Prosbylery for examinaion, shail produco a
certificate from the DBoard that ho has passed a
gausfactory examination in Literature and Phil-
osophy. 3. That when a student applics to a
Presbytery to be taken on trial for license, he
shall produce a ceruficato of haviag passed a
satisfactory examination by the Board, in The-
ology, Church thistory, and Hebrew. 4. That
notice of tho text books, as far as possible, on 1he
various subjccts of examination, be given to the
students at least six months before the examina-
tions tako placo.

It having been suggested that tho Presbytery
tender their sympathy to the Rev. Dr, Bums on
account of s recent severe illacss, and the
Court having unaoimously expressed their cordial
sympathy with him, it was resolved that the
Rev. Mr. Gray, and Mr. Heron, Elder, be ap-
pointed a deputation to call upon and convey
to Dr. Burns such cxpression of sympathy—A
note of acknowledgement was subsequentiy
received from Dr. Butne, in roply.

Messrs, Gray, Ure and Laing waere appointed
& committee to examine Draft of Book of Disci-
pline, and report thereon at next mecting. The
Rev. Robent Jamicson, recently minster of the
Congregation at Belturbet, Presbytery of Cavan,
in Ircland, la:d upon the table a testimonial from
the said Presbytery, cernfying the orderly de-
mission of his charge and his being designated
as a mussionary to Canada. The testimonial
was found to be satisfactory, and Mr. Jamicson

Mr. Inglis,ecconded by 515 Alexander.

was accordingly received as an ordained Mis-
sionury of this Church. Mr. John McKay, St-
dent, having finished his course of swdy 1n
Knox'v College, was taken on prelinunary trils
and examined on Langungos, Philosophy and
Theology. The Presbytery bewnyg satieficd with
tho reeult of tho examinations agreed to apply |
to tho Synod for leavo to take McKay on tnais
for license,

Tho next meoting of Presbytery is to be held |
at Qakwvitle, on the secund ‘Tuesday of June, at
10 o’clack, n. m,

I'. Wianrtnax, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON.

The Prosbytery of Hamiltun met according to
appointment 1n McNab Street Church, Hamil-
ton, on the Gth of May. A call fiom Port Do-
ver and Simcoe to Mr, William Craigic was
recoived and sustained, and accepted by Mr.
Craigie. ‘Tho Presbytery agreed to meet at Port
Dover, on Thursday tho 5th day of June, to
hear Mr. Craigie’s trinls—subjects for which
were appointed—and if sausfied, to proceed the
following day to tus ardinanion in accordance
with the laws of the Church; Mr, Robert F.
Burns to preach and presido, Mr. John Alex-
ander, and Mr. James Black severally to address
tho numster and tho congregation. A call from
Elura 1 favor of Mr. James Middlemiss was
also given 1o and sustained, and Mr. Middlemiss
having agreed to close with the same, his trials
wero appuinted, and the Presbytery agreed to
meet at Elora to hear tho same on ‘l'uesday the
3td day of June, and all things proving satisfac-
tory, to proceed to Ius ordination the same day
atnoon. Mr. Alexander Mcl.can, of Puslinch,
was appointed to preach and presido ; Mr, Swmcl-
io to address the mimster, and Mr. Young tho
peaplo.

Ms. Inghs requested to bo allowed to alter
his overture to tho Synod on the management of
congregational affairs given in at last meeting,
as follows, which was agreed to:—

“ \Vhereas, some congregations in connection
with the Synod of the Presbyter:an Church of
Canada,and under the inspection of 18 Presby-
teries, Jo commit the management of their con-
gregatonal aflairs to pew-hulders, pew-owners,
or subscribers, instead of communicants; and
whereas the tendoncy of such praciices s to
bring tho Church into bondage to the world :—
Therefore, tho Presbytery of Hlamtlton do hereby
respectfully overturo tho Revd. the Synod of the
said Church to order that congregations hereaf.

ter organized under the sopervision of the Pres-
byterice of that Synod, shall be organized in
consistency with the word of God and our sub- !
ordinate standargs, giving the right of suffrage
and management only to commumcants in good i
and regular standing; and that where the con-
stitutions of existing congregations are at vari-
anco with this rule they be directed to conform
10 1t 1n such a way as shall be for the edification
of the body of Christ; and that special aention
be directed to the Synod's former action in rte-
gard to tho formation of Deacons’ Courns.”

Tho adoption of the overture was moved by

Mr. McRuar, seconded by Mr. Gillegpie, moved
in amendment, that tho overture he deferred in
tho meantime. The motion was agreed ‘o,
when Mr. McRuar entered his dissent in his
own namo andin tho name of those who may
adhere to him for reasons to be given in. These
aro as follows:—

« Whereas, the Presbytery of Hamilton at its
present ses:ion have agrced to transmit to the
Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada an
overture anent tho management of congregas
uonal affaurs, we, whose names are hereunto ap-
pended, dissent for the following reasona: \

1st. It is unnccessary, inasmuch as this Pres.
bytery have alrcady declared the law which |
should rogulate our Churches 3niho matter re- l

ferred to in the overture, in the case of the Owen's
Sound congregution, as recorded n the minute
of Preshytery 9th January, 1856, The Presby-
tery would stulufy hemselves by applying for
1ho enacitnent of a law alreudy declared.

2nd. It 18 inexpearent,

1st. Becauso of its hinutation in not covenn g
tho gencral pnnaiple of the deediag of property
for ccclesizstical purposes.

2nd. Becauso 1t s prejudging cnses already
pending, and 8o making the Presbytery o pany,
when ey should be neutral fn the meantime.

Jrd. The Presbytery should beware of enact-
ing laws which they have not tho power to exe-
cute. It 1s ultra vires of any Court of the Church
to modity Frust Deeds already excculed and
under which proporty is already managed, and
supposing we had the power, it would not be ex-
pediont to exorcise it.

(Signed)
Duxcay McRuar,
Joux Giresris,
RoBeERT JRVINE,
Axnrew J, MacavLey.

Mr. Inglis and Mr. Alexander wore appotnted
to answer tho above reasuns of dissent and the
following answors were given in.

1st. ‘T'o 1he first reason of dissent it is an-
swered that whilo the prneiple cnunciated 1s
generally acknowledged, there s no declarauve
cnactiment of the Synod on the subject to gua-
ranteo a uniforin acuion throughout Presbyteres.

2nd. To the second it is answercd :—Ist.
‘T'hat the overture 1s intended 1o sccuro vniform
and scnptural pracuice 1o tho managemont of
congregational affars irrespective of the mode
of deeding the property ; the principle nvolved
being apphicable to all cases affecung the man-
agement of ecclemasucal propeny.

nd. That the Presbyicry disclaim the impu-
tation of prejudging any caso now before the
Church Courts, as they only seck Synodical ac-
tion in regard to the prciple enunciated by tho
unanimous voice of the P’resbytory 1n the caso of
Owen's Sound.

3rd. 'T'o the tlurd it is answored ..—That this
reason is fully met by tho dissenticnts theinsclves
in theur first rcason of disscnt, and that 10 so far
as the overtursis reirospective, 1ho Presbytery
agreo that existing cases should be met wuh all
lenicncy and Chustian prudence.

‘I'he Committee on the Book of Discipline not
being prepared to report, were instructed to pre-
paro thicir report for the meeting of Presbytery
at Londun during the meenng of Synod.

The following overtute iniroduced by Mr. In-
glis was adopted :

¢ \Whereas the necessity is decply felt of dif-
fusing informmion among the members of our
congregations nregard 1o the missionary schemnes
of our Cuurch, the Preshytery of Hamlton
respectfully overture the Revd, tho Synod of
the Presbytenian Church of Canada to tako such
steps a8 may be nccessary for 1ho proparation
and publication of a small volume or tract em-
bracing all necessary information respecting tho
history, claims, and present condition of our va-
Tiousmissionary schemos as 1 permanent book
of reference for ministers and congregations ;
also, for the preparauon and publication of a
quarterly or occasional fly sheet to be circulated
a few weeks prior to the Synodical coliections or
at such time asmay be advisable, and alco to
divido the labour of preparation of mssionary
atucles for the Ecclesiastical and Mirmionary
Record, and to co-operato with she Editor in
giving still greater eflicioncy and interest to that
cxcellent periodical.”

Mr. Alexander moved, and it was seconded
and agreed to, That tho Convener of the Pres-
hytery's Homo Missionary Commitice be in-
structed to wnite enymmng all vacant congrega-
tions and missionary statvions, which havo been
receiving mmssionary supply, and who have not
paid up the aricars dve to tho missionaries or
catechiets 10 do so forthwith ; and for the future



